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Dear Fresher, 
 
Congratulations! The long and exciting journey from application to acceptance is over, and 
in just a few weeks you’ll be joining one of the most welcoming, vibrant, and active 
communities in Oxford. Whether you’re here because you fell in love with Balliol straight 
away, were pooled from another College, or because it happens to be the first in alphabet, 
I know you’ll find your home here. I look forward to welcoming you into our community!  
 
My name is Michael, the current JCR President. You may well be wondering what the JCR 
is: the JCR, or Junior Common Room, will be one of the most significant, and hopefully 
enjoyable, parts of your life at Balliol. The JCR is both the physical student common room 
where you’ll spend a lot of your time, and the name of the community that you’ll be 
joining. It’s our undergraduate student union, and Balliol JCR is probably the largest and 
most active one in Oxford. A big part of keeping the JCR running is the JCR Committee, 
which is elected every year to run services, organise events, and look after student 
welfare: everything from women’s events to sports and charity musicals. My job, for 
example, is to represent you and all the undergraduates to the College, the University, and 
the wider world. This mostly involves sitting on a lot of committees. 
 
Another great person you’ll meet as soon as you arrive is Rory, the JCR Vice President. 
He’ll be organising Freshers’ Week itself, and can help with any questions or issues that 
come up in your first few days. You’ll meet all the JCR Committee members early on in 
Freshers’ week, and will be able to ask them any questions. You’ll also have the 
opportunity to get involved in the JCR from the very first week: we’ll be having an 
‘Introduction to JCR Democracy’ on the first Sunday of term and we also hold our annual 
elections for Committee towards the end of Michaelmas. For those who are eager to get 
involved, there are offices to suit all sorts of interests – charities, entertainment (‘Entz’), 
finance, running our JCR Pantry café and so on. Freshers usually hold many of the positions 
on the JCR Committee. It can be daunting to think about these things so soon after 
reaching Oxford, and of course there’s no obligation to be involved, but if you decide that 
you want to play a part in running the JCR then you might well find yourself having more 
fun than you imagined – I’ve personally found it really rewarding! 
 
The JCR itself has recently been refurbished, meaning that it’s in brand new condition, 
and you’ll likely spend a lot of time there. Balliol JCR is unique in having an entirely 
student-run bar, the Lindsay bar, as well as a student-run cafeteria called Pantry. This 
means that the JCR is truly the beating heart of Balliol undergraduate life. There’s always 
someone around to chat to, and it makes Balliol feel that much more like a home when 
anyone can get a shift behind the bar or in Pantry. You can start taking shifts in either 
place from the very first week if you’re interested – it’s a great way to earn some money 
whilst getting to know your fellow students. There’s lots more information at our website 
(www.ballioljcr.org). The website is also the place to go if you want to book JCR facilities 
such as the laundry room. I recommend that you have a look! 

http://www.ballioljcr.org)/


 

 
Your life won’t just centre on Balliol, of course. Balliol students get involved in a huge 
variety of activities across the college and the university. There are many, many societies 
that you can get involved in, ranging from karate to dance to choirs, it’ll be easy to find 
people who share your interests, or to find someone to introduce you to new ones! These 
societies are also a great way to meet people from other colleges. You’ll get the chance to 
go to both the Balliol Freshers’ fair and the University-wide one, where you can sign up to 
any of these societies. 
 
So, what should you expect upon arrival? Your first few weeks may feel a little hectic, but 
you’ll be surrounded by people who remember what it was like and will try to make things 
as easy and enjoyable for you as possible. Within a few days, you’ll forget that you didn’t 
know what ‘bops’, ‘battels’, ‘tutes’ or ‘sub fusc’ were, and no matter where you’re from, 
what you’re interested in, or what you aim to get out of university, I and the rest of the 
JCR will do our best to make sure you settle in really well. 
 
There will be a lot to take in initially, but the rest of the Committee and I will be on hand 
(wearing identikit shirts) from the moment you set foot in Balliol, ready to say hello and 
help with bags, keys, and other essentials. You'll then have the chance to meet your fellow 
students, get settled in your room, and enjoy the first night of entertainment in the JCR 
before the start of a hectic week of activities, drinks, meetings, tours and workshops 
capped by matriculation, your official induction as a student at the University of Oxford. 
 
Along with this letter, you’ll shortly be receiving information from your student 'parents' 
(they’ll explain). Your Freshers’ Week schedule is available online in the Freshers E-Guide, 
www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/freshers, along with lots of useful information about life at Balliol. If 
you have any questions, whatever they are, please also feel free to get in touch with me at 
michael.oconnor@balliol.ox.ac.uk or jcr.president@balliol.ox.ac.uk and I'll happily answer 
them or point you towards someone who can! 
 
All the best, and I look forward to seeing you in October, 
 
Michael O’Connor 
JCR President 
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TO ALL FRESHERS: A note about the Junior Common Room (JCR) and Use of Personal 
Data 

 
Dear Freshers, 

Congratulations on making it here to Balliol! We’re all very excited to meet you. 

You automatically become Ordinary Members of Balliol JCR (Junior Common Room) 
because you are undergraduate students at Balliol. This means that you have the right to 
use all JCR service and facilities; attend, speak or vote at JCR meetings; vote in JCR 
elections; and stand in JCR elections. As a JCR member, your data may be processed in 
the ways detailed below. You have the right to opt-out of Membership of the JCR by 
indicating in writing addressed to the President, although this will mean that you will be 
denied service at the JCR pantry and the Lindsay Bar, and use of the washing machines.  It 
is very rare for people to opt out of JCR membership but please talk to us if you want to 
consider it.  

Due to the new data protection regulations, we need to draw your attention to the way 
your personal data will be used by the JCR Committee. We primarily process data to run 
events (for example, JCR dinners in Hall), to allow you to purchase items in our Pantry 
Café on your University card (known as a Bodcard), to run elections, and to allow you to 
be on the JCR mail list, through which a lot of essential JCR communication occurs. 

As a member, the JCR Committee may collect personally identifiable information about 
you, such as your full name, phone number, email address and dietary requirements 
during your time as a member of Balliol JCR. We will send you emails through the JCR 
mail list that relate to general JCR or JCR Committee activities. This information is used 
to run events for JCR members and send information to JCR members, and is collected 
and processed under a lawful basis of legitimate interest, to which you have the right to 
object. Some of this information may be retained for up to 6 years after it is acquired, 
after which it will be destroyed. The only exception to this is the names of Committee 
members, which are kept in Handover Packs for each Committee role for the purposes of 
institutional memory. 

The JCR also publishes agendas and minutes of our public meetings, including GMs 
(General Meetings), which are held every other week, and regular committee meetings. 
This information is processed with a lawful basis of public task and is held in perpetuity 
by the JCR as an archive in the public interest and for institutional memory, though only 
available to current members.  Personal data used for elections (eg. voter lists) is also 
processed with a lawful basis of public task, but is held for a maximum of 6 years after it 
has been acquired, after which it is destroyed. You may have a right to object to some of 
this data processing but it varies depending on the situation. 

I know this sounds a bit formal, but it’s just something we need to let you know due to the 
new regulations. None of this is out of the ordinary, and we can tell you which of your 
personal data we hold if you ask us to. Please do feel free to get in touch 
(jcr.president@balliol.ox.ac.uk) if you have any questions! 

All the best, 

Michael, JCR President 
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