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Where’s the place to relax after a
long day of work, with a nice
drink in the sunshine? Not thebar
- that's reserved for much more

The Lindsay Bar is an institution,
founded by the eighth Earl of
Lindsay in 1731, after what was
formerly his college room became
the meeting and drinking spot for
students seeking to overtum the
college’s  siringent regulations
against pistol duelling on the grass
Just like the majority of our snacks,
such practices are long outdated,
and now the bar is the place to play
a game of pool or table-foothall,
grab a drink, and hold society
events.

THE BAR - rrep, rrom ken

Not only that but all students,
apart from those who are utterty
incompetent or simply disliked by
the manager (my good-self), hae
an opportunity to work behind the
bar, pulling pints and testing out
such classics as ‘What can | do
you for?” and ‘Are you looking to
getbharred, mate?.

The Lindsay Bar is one of the only
bars left in Oxford that is run top-
to-bottom, inside-out by the

student hody. It is famed across
the university for its dingy, pub-
like vibe, its Crazy Tuesdays, its
questionable smell, and of
course the Balliol Blue (our own
college drink). Of course, it goes
without saying that the bar is
open fo all, whether you drink or
not!
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Balliol has a well-deserved reputation
for being one of the most beautiful
colleges; whether covered in snow in the
winter or gleaming in the sunlight of
summer, there is a magic about this
college that | can't quite put my finger
on. In summer, you always
guarantee that you will find a group of
students sat together on the grass, just
chilling outand eating their lunch.

Every year, Balliol elects a student
commitiee o put on an event, and
we allemate between a Garden
Party and a Bal. As President of the
2019 Ball it was an absolute
pleasure fo be able to transform
Balliol into a mini-festival for our
guests to enjoy, highlighted by our
Glastonbury-esque main stage,
alongside a variety of activities,
like mini golf and laser tag. One of
the wonderful things about Balliol
that we could highlight during the
ball was its parts that are hidden
away; the small Master's Garden is
a space that is not often used by
students, butwe converted itinto a
space where people could

choose their own music to play on g
the speakers and have a more §
relaxed vibe.

This, in my opinion, encapsulates
Balliol as awhole; everyone gets on
with  their own  things
independenty and amongst a
group of friends, but we pull
together incredibly well as a whole.
It is difficultto distinguish one year
group from another because of the
huge sense of community present
in college, and this has allowed me
to meet a huge amount of people
and build friendships that | might
not have been able fo do in the
same way at a different university,
or even a different college.



GLUBS AND SOCIETIES
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Musw— KHYS» fKOM SHA"SEA pianos, amps, drums — the music

Although Balliol doesn't offer music as a room is therefore a greal way o :
subject, the college is none the quieter for unwind! Balliol students have joined BALLIOL IS A THRIVING HUB . 7

it. Balliol Music Society boasts being the bands involving students across the
oldest of its kind and ensures that there university, ranging from indie and rock

‘FOR MUSIC LOVERS ... 5

| even had the chance to get my
o o - ) ..~ band from home to perform at .
are opportunities for musicians to practice o soul. jazz and funk bands. Playing in Balliol Ball which was an —
experience. For
music lovers and musicians alike,

Balliol is a thriving hub with a

concerts of world-renowned musicians Wway of meeting new people from other
from all over the world for absolutely free. colleges as well as Balliol and getfing

Members of the society also getaccessto access fo the incredible wider music

our very own music room, equipped with scene across Oxford.

shared and active love of music.

|
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— JOSH, FROM ESSEX

: strongest performing aris scenes in
* | Oxford, partly thanks to it having one of
- the only student-run theatres in

Oxford, the Michael Pilch Studio - a
highly adaptable and inimate venue.
The Pilch is run by the Drama
Subcommitiee, which is responsible
for scheduling productions and
working with drama societies across

I-hul'versily.lfprodudionm

directorial roles interest you, the
Subcommitiee holds bid sessions
every term in which you and a team
can secure a slot to put on your own
production the following term, while

_pethmetsﬁndatﬁhslot

advertised on the Drama Sociely site or

on the JCR page. Unique to Balliol is the
yearly charity musical writien,
produced and starred in by Balliol
undergraduates, which | have been
involved with in my first year as
director of Pefer Panand then as the
set designer and lead in last year's
Caesar. Unlike some of the more
serious productions in the city, this
musical fradition is shamelessly silly,
chronically  rushed, and  of
questionable artistic quality — but
that's what makes it great! In recent
years the musical has raised several
thousand pounds for the college’s
chosen charities, and anyone is
welcome to take part




SPORT - sack & FraNcEsca, FRoM MANCHESIER & SURREY

Sport is a big part of Balliol life; there are a
huge range of sporting opportunities to get
involved in from ulimate frishee and rock
climbing to rugby, netball and foothall. The
great thing is that ifthe sport you're looking for
doesn't have a Balliol team you can easily start
one up! We have access to a tennis/ nethall
court, squash courts and foothall pitches all
onsite at Jowett walk (@ 5-minute walk from
college), arugby field, free membership at the
university swimming pool, and access to the
Oxford Brookes climbing wall. Recently a
women's sport society has been started that
runs a different sport each week of term
ranging from yoga and Zumba to rock climbing
and ice skating that students can take part in
for free to encourage female participation in
sport for social rather than competitive
benefits.

The sports reps are the ones to chat to if you
want to know more about getfing involved in
sport at a college or university level or starting
up a new college sport With the University's
lifley Sports Centre a short 10-minute bike
ride away the access to university sports
facilities from Balliol is super convenient

JUST SOME OF THE SPORIS WE OFFEK AKE:

Pool e Climbing

Croquet Rugby

Cricket Baskethall

Tennis Mixed Lacrosse
Squash Golf

Foothall Mixed touch rugby
Nethall Women's sports (¢
Hockey Rowing



WELFARE
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Besides the wide variety of formal and
informal welfare support provided by te
college and university, the students
within the college can contact their Peer
Support team. Peer Supporters are
students who are trained by universily
councillors to provide voluntary support
to other students: from informal
conversations about issues such as
academic stress or problems in
personal relationships to helping
students navigate difficult situations
which they might not feel comfortable

The Peer Support team also contribute
to the inclusive atmosphere at Balliol
by hosting regular film nights, teas,
and ‘text-a-teacup” weeks in which
we take hot drinks and snacks to
students’ rooms, so people get to know
us without needing formal support. As
well as being a fantastic way to meet
new people, taking part in the Peer
Support program is an incredibly
rewarding and enjoyable way to give
back to the college community.
College also provide support in the
form of Bruce Kinsey, the Wellbeing
and Welfare Officer, and Dr Kam

as personal tutors and academic staff,
who can all be contacted directly or
through a Peer Supporter.

Additionally, we have two systems of
welfare ‘parenting: Subject and
General parents. Subject parents are
two-three students who study the
same subject in second year ‘adopt
the incoming freshers and help them
settle in, answering their questions
and helping them make friends.
General parents are second years of
mixed subject who provide the same
function to a group of freshers who

reaching out to the university about. Dhillon, the College Counsellor, as well  study different subjects.
ELLEN. FROM CHESHIRE
" | was one of Balliol JCR's two Drs. WHO, who are ’

PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL HEALTH

On the physical side of things, we've got our own College
Nurse holding drop-in clinics most days of the week. In
the JCR, the Drs. WHO provide free sexual health supples
including condoms, lube, and dental dams, and can
refund NHS prescriptions for you. Our Women’s Officers
hold tampon avalanches, meaning we get a whole bunch
of free tampons, pads, and (even more exciting) lots and
lots of snacks. Women’s Officers can also refund other
important things like the morning-after pill and
menstrual cups, while our LGBTQ+ Officers can use the
gender expression fund to reimburse stuff like binders.

{ responsible for signposting to all the different sorts of
| welfare at Balliol and organising JCR welfare ‘teas
(free food!) and ‘welfare week’ (a week of activities ke
arts & crafts and gingerbread decorating). Having
suffered with mental health issues myself I've probatly
used more of Balliol's welfare provisions than most
and found them vital, so it was important to me to be
able to give something back and get involved myselt
You quickly learn there are people here struggling wih
all sorts of things and none of them are a barrier b an
\ Oxford degree. | left the role more confident, organised
and with the ability to bake a really enormous quanfly
of gingerbread men and only burn some of them.

THE JOR GOMMITIEE

The JCR elects a committee in Michaelmas every year, which represents the students and carries out a number of tasks such as organizing the housing ballot, maintaining
the Laundry room, and keeping the bar/pantry going. There are over thirty committee positions in total, meaning plenty of jobs to get involved with! Every second Sunday
interm time, we hold a general meeting or GM in the JCR where we decide how we should operate and how we should spend our money. Any JCR member can attend and
bring motions, requesting funding for their ideas and projects. We have several funds set aside for specific purposes, such as a Political Campaigning fund that has been
used to fund attendance at various protests and political events. Examples of things that JCR officers have brought about are the Charity Officers” special auction, at which
people bid for prizes such as the right to rename the Laundry room or the pasta dish in pantry after themselves. Also, the JCR’s Environment and Ethics officers have
brought more sustainable, vegetarian/ivegan food options to Balliol. The JCR helps makes Balliol special, is the way that the different areas of college interact and work
together to produce a sense of community. The JCR is just one part of this web, but it's an important one because it overlaps with so many others.
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Balliol can offer accommodation for all 3
years if you want, both within and beyond
that! In first year, you'll live in one of our
rooms in college, which is greatas you'reso
close to a kitchen or kitchenette, the JCR,
hall and pantry, and the library, and being in
the centre of Oxford it is easy to get to
wherever you want to get to. Across the road
is a Tesco (for your meal deal needs!),
you've got a few libraries a 3-min walk
away, and plenty of restaurants with student
deals and also entertainment venues to

keep you occupied! Other food options
include the Hall (which does lunch and
dinner) and the student-run pantry in the
JCR, which does a stupidly cheap three
meals a day! When you get in, you'll pick a
price band for your room of either low,
medium, or high, which will to an extent

stermine what room you get — however,
even the low band rooms are really nice,
and within each band it will be randomised
so you'll be fine whatever you get. If you
have certain requirements for your room
like ensuite or ground floor, we'll be able to
accommodate it. Al rooms come fully
furnished, and with all the necessary
utilities, including fast Wi-Fi!

You can come back to college for
subsequent years, but there’s other choices
after your first year too! If you want to, you
can live out, meaning privately renting in
student areas like Cowley (c. 10 min cycle
away) with a group of friends, which is very
different to the centre, with lots of shops and
restaurants you won't find next to college. In
your first year we'll give plenty of advice

ACCOMMODATION & FOOD -

and support for anyone looking to live out,
soit's a very feasible option, and a different
experience to living in. Otherwise you can
choose to be in Jowett Walk: college owned
accommodation just a 4-minute walk away
and next toour playing fields, whereyou can
live in flats of 5-8 people around a shared
kitchen, most of which have an ensuite.
These have different length leases
depending on if you want to stay over the
holidays, so plenty of choice! Just next door
is the newly completed Master’s Field
Project, which is pictured below!

Whatever you choose, were always here to
help and support you to choose where
youre going to lve and meet any
requirements you might have!




FINANGE

Finance can be ahugeworry for university students, butdon't
worry! Balliol has you covered with a variety of ways to
sustain your cash flow. Take it from us — most of us have
benefited from one or other of these things at some point!
Oxford has its owm robust programme of non-repayable
financial support, shown on this table. The Crankstart
(formerly Moritz-Heyman) scholarship provides both a
bursary alongside events, skills programmes, and
career/internship opportunities, while the Oxford Bursary just
provides a non-repayable grant You're automatically
assessed for both of these through UCAS. The university also
has a Hardship Fund for if you have an immediate change of
circumstances, alongside funds for care leavers or
estranged students. More info here:
HITPS./ /WWW.0X AC.UK/STUDENTS/FEES—FUNDING

One in four Oxford students actually receive non-repayable supportfromthe university — and often more from their college. §

Y ll! PE %YHEPA% OXFORD SCHEME

%

CRANKSTART SCHOLARSHP

OXFORD BURSARY

This is where Balliol comes in! There are somany ways to gethelp with money at Balliol and most people you speak to have y

taken advantage of the supportavailable at some point. Balliol understands thattheir students’ personal circumstances
change, so if you find yourself in that position, you can go to our Chaplain and Wetfare Lead, Bruce, who can issue you wih

either a loan or a grant to suit your needs. None of these are based on your parents’/guardians’ incomes, so people cangoto
Bruce for help with everything fromrentdifficulties toatraintickethomeafterastressfulweek.More information about speuﬁ:

funds can be found here:

HTIPS./ /WWW.BALLIOL.OX AC.UK/ CURRENT-MEMBERS/ FINANCIAL-SUPPOKT

JAL. TROM DEVON
Balliol has been extremely

supportive of me financially,
providing me with a discounted
ticket to the Ball alongside
offering to cover my travel
expenses for some teaching
work experience and a visit
home to see my family due to
personal reasons. | also needed

a grant in second year to
support the extra costs of
privately  renting,  which
thankfully meant | didn't have to
live off pesto pasta 24/7! | have
never felt that my financial
situation has held me back from
making the most of my time
here. In fact, the extra financial
support I've received has

-
’
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"I DIDNT HAVE 10 LIVE OFF

PESIO PASIA 24/7"

allowed me to pursue numerous
opportunities, meaning | could
keep hold of the money | had
saved while working back in
Devon and use it to travel to
Nepal and teach English in the
summer after my first year!
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MARK BAKER

It's been a real pleasure getting to know all the history  [t's normal for students to struggle a bit with the
students-here-at-Balliol. | love the-unpredictability of @ transition from schoot to-university, butone of the most
tutorial — I really get to listen to students’ views, and I never  re\arding parts of the job is seeing students grow in_
quite know which way the conversation will go. The  ¢onfidence overthe course of theirtime here. I've seen
historians arrive here withall kinds of backgroundand life . ..o efingtike theycan‘twrie

an essay turn into superb historians, findingtheir own
voice fo interpretthe past. '

experience, so one of the great things is that they bring
very different perspectives and passions to the study of
history.

O We have a supportive community of historians here at
Balliol. Our personal tutor system means that every student
has a tutor they can go to with all kinds of concerns — both
academic and personal (though of course we encourage

students to get to know all the history tutors). We also work 7,
alongside students as they use the other help availablein —
K college, like the welfare systemand support with academic ) J/
writing. W ey i W
\

VICKY NEALE

For me, the best thing about Balliol is the to make sure students get suitable
students | work with. (Also, the gardens are support, and | also often meet students
beautiful!). They're a diverse group, and it's individually to discuss plans for jobs or
always interesting as a tutor to get to know future study, as well as to discuss the
students individually, and to work with them mathematical content of the course.

as they explore different mathematical topics

and find their own interests. We are quite It's a privilege for me to get to know a
informal, and | hope that the students feel that group of students, to see them develop and
the Maths tutors are approachable and blossom as mathematicians, and to see the
available to offer whatever support they different directions in which they choose
: need. As atutor, where appropriatel canwork to take their careers after their
L with colleagues inthe college’s welfare team  undergraduate degree!




Michael, from Sunderland

10MM -
9AM -Ahrmmlsmmnmymw depending on my e =

Iﬂ'-ful'-nmh.lu‘glimumh

currerf flex.I'l do anything

Mdpwﬁvh]mtmbhu coffee and rushing out of the

from roll out the yoga mat and have a

W\smcw as | can dways getto lectures within 10 minues.
\

\, )

774 = 1 go to the library to do some
reading or essay writing. Since
Balliol is so central, we have our
pick of the best libraries in Oxford
if you're feeling lazy Balliol’s
library is open 2477: if you fancy a
70s office vibe there's the law
library; there's the Radcliffe
camera if you need a good
Instagram story. )/ - Maybe

maybe not. This really depends on
whether there's an essy
deadline | need to meetfrst .

944 - Stay out unil | find
falling asleep in the dub. It's probably time fr
a pensive walk back to college where |, hal-
asleep, rediscover how pretty the city that you

ZZ now live in is at this
L

¥ = Acouple of times aweek I'llhave atutoridor
a class. A really weird experience at first but | gat
used to it quickly, ike alot of things here. Regularly
I'll come out of a tutorial very surprised at being
able to hold a CONVERSATION WITH A WOKLD CLAS
ACADEME about a subject they're an expert in.

break for dinner, - '™ finally finished! Il probetly ‘

|

time of the morning

head straightto a 1ALK BY A NOBEL
PRE WNNER or any number of
random events that would have
~ seemed crazy to me a yearago.

L1PM = 0UT, U1, OUT — OK, 1 don’t go
out every night so this isn't stricty a
sometimes find time to go to aclub.

Lectures, lectures, lectures - |

through most mernings, this
is the point where | finally
startto feel alive - | take a
look at the hall menu. It looks

good. but hall is a 1-minute
walk away and the kitchenette is a 20

second walk away and | could really
tackle my third tinned spaghetti on
toast of the week - hall has been there
a couple hundred years andisnt gang
anywhere any time soon, | can eat
there another time.

9 - And it's straight™

from that into some sort
of social situation; it's
hanging out in a friend’s
room, or it's Baliol bar, or
it's some sort of sociey
or formal drinks event.



< 90 ~ Lectures start strap in because
>y it's likely o be a wildly inconsistent ride.
Some lecturers are great others make

A you question the 7/8-minute walk and

. hourof sleep you lost on the way there.

" The best thing to do is ¥y and listen
regardless — even though if's tempting.

£70AM — Actually get out of bed and get
£.50M ~ K you're sensible. at this  ready for lectures: depending on the night
fime you will leave college for your before, remove yesterday's makeup and
9am lecure.  Recommended shower (plus breakfast if you're in the
staegy if s raining: BY N mood for some #selfcare).
(MBRELLA.  Net  recommended

50 - Technically waki
strategy: decide that leclures arent 150
worth itand rol back infobed. - \ 99 3ince your sarm showt
- gooff - hitsnooze.

don't look at social media. Come exam
ime you will really appreciale
those lovely notes you added to the
unlabelled diagrams in the lecture
head
— Lunch ime!! eifher
mbﬂd#"‘“

77 ~ At this Sme you may have more lectures, or you'll

oM PANIEY or edtthe food YO heag i 2 practical class. You and your lab partner will
prought from home DeCAIS®  orobably i rubbish for an hour then realise you haven't 55y _
yu're 2 ackialy writen anyhing down. ten wil spend the next g, - Almost—now time for
adutt hour bashing out noles for your lab book. If you're i ","."' definitely didny
dissecton room. ry not i have a heavy lunch beforehand """"'.\'\'l":.“r""
552y foedback, with e g
“-nuu,...,.."

T I TR e Devero

Y, 9 sensile. this may be starting your next essay
, )“g, the time o get a head :::‘u:.mqu‘ﬂm-
[\, start on your next

.. essay. fyou're feeling
reckless, this is
probably the time you
start your all-nighter
since you went out the
night before (and went
1 leclures




HOW DO | LEARN MOKRE ABOUT BALLIOL AND OXFORD?

Balliol is committed to engaging with students of all ages, so here are some ways you can get involved and learn more about Balliol or Oxford! College and current Balliol students also
get involved in university-wide projects, which will also be included with links. More specific opportunities exist too, such as the Lesser-Spotted Sciences Day and ‘Further Maths —
What Next? conferences (for students aged 15-18 interested in STEM subjects offered at degree level that aren’t seen on the school curriculum), or the Afro-Caribbean Society Conference.

ML AGES

(University) OXPLORE: Go beyond what you learn at school and engage with 'Big Questions' which relate to your subjects, similar to those you would
explore at university. Useful at any stage! https://oxplore.org/

(University and Balliol) Open Days and College School Tours: Current Balliol students love working on these across the university in the form of Faculty
(subject) open days and within the college itself. https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/open-days

\GES 42716

(Balliol) Key Stage Free Learning Days (Years 7-9): Available to students from any UK state schools, and run in Oxford in conjunction with other Colleges,
these days include academic workshops and museum visits. https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/outreach-talks-and-events

(University) Oxford Pathways (Years 10-11): We support the Oxford Pathways programme by hosting academic workshops and tours.
https://www.pathways.ox.ac.uk/

(Balliol) Subject Taster Days (Year 12): The day typically involves academic sessions, and advice on the admissions process and interviews. They have
been run for Chemistry, English, History, and Politics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE) so far. https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-
outreach/outreach-talks-and-events

\GES b+

Target Oxbridge: A free, week-long residential for Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) students. https://targetoxbridge.co.uk/

UNIQ: A free, week-long summer school for students from areas of social, economic and educational disadvantage. UNIQ also runs a Digital programme.
http://www.unig.ox.ac.uk/

Target Schools: Shadowing days, where sixth-form students will be given the opportunity to spend a day with a current undergraduate at Oxford
University. https://www.oxfordsu.org/communities/targetschools/



https://oxplore.org/
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/open-days
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/outreach-talks-and-events
https://www.pathways.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/outreach-talks-and-events
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/outreach-talks-and-events
https://targetoxbridge.co.uk/
http://www.uniq.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.oxfordsu.org/communities/targetschools/

WE HOPE 10 SEE YOU SOON!

BROAD SIREEY
i

/




