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Balliol and the Proceeds of Slavery 
 
1. Introduction 
Many institutions of higher education have, in recent years, become conscious of the need to 
learn more and reflect on how their own histories are entangled with the development of 
colonial era practices and ideas which persist in the present and are implicated in contemporary 
structures of inequality and racism. An important component of this self-reflection for many 
universities in Europe and North America has been to investigate their own historical financial 
links with racial slavery leading to American universities including Yale, Brown, and Georgetown 
conducting research into their economic ties with the proceeds of slavery, alongside British 
counterparts such as Cambridge, Bristol, and Glasgow. 

Balliol College commissioned this study in September 2019, to assess the extent to which 
it benefitted financially from slavery. Though there are other forms of non-financial connection 
between British universities and the institution of slavery, this study focuses on money received 
by the college from benefactors to ascertain the extent to which Balliol has financial ties to the 
proceeds of slavery. In addressing this question, this report has sought to define a set of research 
parameters which are both wide enough to capture the majority of relevant benefactions whilst 
narrow enough to remain practical given limited time and resources. In doing so, research has 
concentrated on the period from 1600 to 1919, and at benefactions worth in excess of £1000 
when adjusted for purchasing power today. In cases where a benefactor gave the college land, 
shares, or other gifts such as artwork or books, an estimate of the benefaction’s value was made 
and the same standards applied. In addition to this, a separate and less in-depth survey of major 
benefactions received after this date has been completed to ensure that this report does not omit 
any large sums of money which were received by the college after 1919, but which have clear and 
obvious connections to the proceeds of slavery.  

Defining a clear set of criteria against which to assess the benefactions identified by this 
project is greatly challenging, however. Though a relatively straight forward approach may seek 
to identify all those benefactors who financially benefitted from the trade in, or labour of, 
enslaved people, such a definition proves extremely wide-ranging in practice. It would, for 
example, include all those who owned a plantation that exploited slave labour, were directly 
involved in the transportation or sale of enslaved people, or traded in goods such as tobacco, 
sugar, or cotton which were produced by slave labour. It would also, however, include any 
number of individuals whose business interests only tangentially intersected with the proceeds of 
slavery. If type of connection is relevant when assessing these benefactions, then an equally 
significant issue concerns the proportion of a given benefactor’s wealth which was derived from 
slavery. Whilst some benefactors owed their entire fortune to the slave trade, the wealth of 
others was only modestly augmented by the proceeds of slavery. With such considerations in 
mind, this project has set out to identify those benefactions which have a substantive link to the 
proceeds of slavery considered on a case-by-case basis. 

In outlining the findings of this project, this report will first discuss the different types of 
connection between benefactions and the proceeds of slavery which have been uncovered by 
this project, before going on to list those benefactors identified as having financial links with the 
proceeds of slavery and utilising different measurements to quantify the extent to which Balliol 
has benefitted financially from the slave trade. In addition to these sections, this report also 
contains a substantial appendix which contains a biographical and genealogical sketch of each 
benefactor identified by this report as having a connection with the proceeds of slavery.  
  



 2 

 
2. Balliol’s Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery 
Over 500 benefactors were identified who provided the college with financial or material support 
between 1600 and 1919 including several who made multiple benefactions. These benefactions 
ranged from modest sums such as the donation of £1 given by John Banbury of London in the 
first half of the seventeenth century to the most enormous sums of money which were 
contributed by individuals such as Peter Blundell who endowed generous scholarships in the 
seventeenth century, and Hannah Brackenbury whose contributions to the college include 
funding the reconstruction of Balliol’s buildings on Broad Street in the mid-nineteenth century. 
Of these benefactors, 379 gave the college more than £1000 in total when adjusted for 
purchasing power today, and are therefore within scope of this project including 33 who were 
identified as having links to the proceeds of slavery, and a further 6 which have been categorised 
as most likely having a connection to the proceeds of slavery. 
 
2.i Types of Connection Identified between Benefactors and Slavery 
The ways in which benefactors were connected to the proceeds of slavery vary enormously but 
among those with the strongest links are benefactors who owned slave plantations in North 
America or the West Indies. Benefactors in this category include Sir John Molesworth, 5th Bart., 
and his younger brother William Molesworth, both of whom matriculated from Balliol in the 
mid eighteenth century. They came from a family which had owned land in the West Indies for 
at least three generations, and were co-owners of the family estates of Spring, Pitney, and Cow 
Park in Jamaica. Similarly, Anthony Cunyngham, who matriculated from Balliol at about the 
same time as the Molesworth brothers, came from a family which had owned land on the island 
of St Kitts for generations and inherited several plantations which were held in trust for him 
after his brother died in 1766. Another example of a benefactor who personally owned slave 
plantations is Robert Æmilius Irving, who was born in Jamaica and, along with three of his 
brothers, inherited his father’s Jamaican estates as tenants in common the year before he 
matriculated from Balliol in 1776. The considerable wealth derived by these benefactors and 
their families from the proceeds of slavery was dwarfed, however, by the fortune amassed by the 
Beckfords of Jamaica, who sent several sons to Balliol over two generations including two 
individuals who became benefactors in the eighteenth century. The Beckfords had established 
themselves in Jamaica after Peter Beckford moved to the island in the 1660s and quickly became 
a successful merchant in the notoriously lawless town of Port Royal. Over the following 
generations, the family amassed enormous wealth and land, both in the West Indies and in 
Britain, and featured among the wealthiest planter families by the time William Beckford 
matriculated from Balliol in 1725. 

If those benefactors who owned slave plantations in North America and the West Indies 
had clear connections to the proceeds of slavery, then the same is undoubtedly true for those 
who derived wealth from the transportation and sale of enslaved people. In this category one 
might mention Henry Vigor who matriculated from Balliol in 1781 and who was the son of a 
Bristol maltster, owner of a glass-house, and co-owner of a slave ship named LION which, in 
1759, transported 479 enslaved people from Sierra Leone, Windward Coast, and Cape Coast 
Castle to St Kitts. As was typical of such hazardous journeys, the death rate was high with nearly 
25% of these individuals perishing in middle passage. A similar case is that of Joseph Swayne 
who matriculated from Balliol in the 1730s and was the son of a Bristol merchant who owned 
LOYAL GEORGE, a slave ship that embarked on three voyages between 1725 and 1728 
transporting a total of 745 slaves from West Africa to Jamaica. A final such example would be 
Samuel Peach Peach. Born Samuel Peach Cruger, his paternal grandfather owned slave 
plantations in Jamaica and was also engaged in the transatlantic slave trade. Likewise, his 
maternal grandfather was a wealthy Bristol linen-draper, who also co-owned two slave ships 
which together transported 742 enslaved people from West Africa to Charleston. Samuel Peach 
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Peach adopted his maternal grandfather’s surname by 1788 as a condition of his considerable 
inheritance. 

A final category of benefactions with connections to the proceeds of slavery which 
should be mentioned here are those linked to investments in joint-stock companies such as the 
Virginia Company and the Royal African Company. Among such benefactions is that which 
came from John Popham. Though John Popham did not himself attend Balliol, his family had 
strong connections with the college over the course of three generations which had seen his 
younger brother, Alexander Popham, his father, Sir Francis Popham, and his grandfather, Sir 
John Popham, each study there. Both the benefactor’s father and grandfather enjoyed long and 
successful careers in politics, however both also played an important role in early attempts to 
colonise North America with Sir John Popham arguably the driving force behind the 
establishment of the Virginia Company, and the Charter of 1606, whilst Sir Francis Popham 
served as a director for the Virginia Company and sat on the council for both the Plymouth and 
London companies. The Pophams were especially important patrons of the Plymouth Company, 
and were largely responsible for the failed attempt to establish the Popham Colony in Maine. 

John Popham’s benefaction is not the only one to have ties to the Virginia Company, 
and early attempts to colonise North America, however. The great grandfather of Henry Molins 
Davenant, who matriculated at Balliol in 1696, was a member of the Virginia Company and was 
made treasurer of the colony of Virginia by Charles II whilst in exile, and subsequently 
Lieutenant Governor of Maryland although he was intercepted by a parliamentary man-of-war 
and imprisoned in the Tower of London before he could reach North America. The benefactor’s 
father, Charles Davenant, also had ties to the slave trade. An economist who repeatedly 
advocated renewing the Royal African Company’s monopoly on the slave trade, historians agree 
that he was one of the company’s most prominent propagandists, though are divided on whether 
or not there is sufficient evidence to conclude that he was paid explicitly for his services. Other 
benefactions with links to the RAC include that given by James Joye, who was the youngest son 
of Peter Joye, a major investor in the company when it was floated in 1671, and who served in its 
Court of Assistants as a director between 1678 and 1695. He was also one of the company’s 
major contractors and supplied it with enormous quantities of metal including “Voyage” Iron, 
which was in heavy demand as it was used as a form of currency in slave markets. Another 
example of a benefaction flagged due to its connection to the RAC came from John Brydges, 
Marquis of Carnarvon, whose father, James Brydges, 1st Duke of Chandos, invested in the South 
Sea Company and in the Royal African Company. In the case of the latter, he headed up a small 
group of aristocratic investors who together, in 1720, bought a controlling stake in the RAC 
whilst the company was still reeling from its loss of a monopoly on trade with West Africa. 
 
2.ii Benefactors with Probable Connections to the proceeds of slavery 
In addition to the 33 benefactions identified as having a connection with the proceeds of slavery, 
this study has also discovered a smaller group of 6 benefactions which most probably had 
connections to the proceeds of slavery. An example of a benefaction in this category is that 
made by Henry Pye who matriculated from Balliol in 1725. Henry Pye’s mother was Anne, 
daughter of Sir Benjamin Bathurst, and thus the aunt of Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst, who 
matriculated at Balliol in 1730 and became a benefactor shortly thereafter. Their common 
ancestor, Sir Benjamin Bathurst, provides a possible link to the proceeds of slavery for both 
benefactions as he was the Deputy Governor of the Leeward Islands and one of the most 
important and influential members of the Royal African Company, who served thirteen times on 
the Court of Assistants, twice as Deputy Governor, and four times as Sub-Governor and was 
thus an elected member of the company continuously between 1677 and 1695. Whilst the 
benefaction made by Sir Benjamin’s grandson, Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst, has been 
flagged for a connection with the proceeds of slavery, it is harder to quantify the extent to which 
Sir Benjamin’s daughter benefitted financially from her father. Indeed, in 1703, shortly before his 
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death, Sir Benjamin devised his estates to each of his sons in tail male and bequeathed his 
personal estate to be divided between them with remainder to his daughter Anne. It is therefore 
difficult to know what and how much Anne Pye received in inheritance, and it has not been 
possible to ascertain what, if any, marriage settlement was made. As this report has therefore 
been unable to fully substantiate the extent to which this, and other benefactions in this category, 
were connected to the proceeds of slavery, they are included in a separate list. 
 
3. Quantifying Balliol’s Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery 
The following tables attempt to quantify Balliol’s connections with the proceeds of slavery. In so 
doing, this report has employed a methodology based on that used by the University of Glasgow 
in assessing their own financial connections to slavery, and has used the highly trusted online 
calculator created by ‘Measuring Worth’ (www.measuringworth.com). This report has, therefore, 
extrapolated data from the most relevant and commonly used measurements for such 
assessments to estimate the value of each benefaction in 2020 (the most recent year for which 
data is available). The first of these is ‘Real Wealth’ (RW), which measures purchasing power of 
the benefaction relative to a fixed set of goods and services. The second is ‘Labour Earnings’ 
(LE), which measures the benefaction relative to the wage of the average worker. As will be seen 
below, the results of each measurement vary considerably but, taken together, give a possible 
range of values for each benefaction if made today. 
 

Benefactions with links to the Proceeds of Slavery 
No. Benefactor Year Value Real Wealth Labour Earning 
A.1 John Popham c.1636 £100 £16,610 £252,400 
A.2 Thomas Edwards c.1694 £10 £1,486 £22,020 
A.3 Henry Molins Davenant c.1694 £20 £2,972 £44,040 
A.4 James Joye c.1694 £10 £1,486 £22,020 
A.5 Peter Dayrell 1702 £10 £1,674 £21,940 
A.6 William Wyndham 1714 £10 £1,478 £21,740 
A.7 John Brydges 1719 £20 £3,273 £43,810 
A.8 Benjamin Bathurst 1725 £20 £3,045 £45,410 
A.9 William Beckford 1727 £10 £1,521 £22,120 
A.10 Henry Bathurst 1730 £10 £1,566 £20,470 
A.11 Joseph Swayne 1733 £10 £1,698 £20,050 
A.12 Coventry Carew 1735 £10 £1,606 £20,460 
A.13 Sir Edward Turner c.1736 £10 £1,597 £20,140 
A.14 Thomas Bathurst 1742 £10 £1,597 £20,650 
A.15 Abel Johnston Ketelbey 1742 £10 £1,597 £20,650 
A.16 Adrian John Swete 1747 £10 £1,643 £20,500 
A.17 John Molesworth 1749 £10 £1,622 £20,440 
A.18 William Molesworth 1751 £10 £1,606 £20,380 
A.19 John Perry 1757 £10 £1,371 £20,010 
A.20 William Beckford 1762 £10 £1,526 £19,280 
A.21 Anthony Cunyngham 1763 £10 £1,498 £19,350 
A.22 Philip Ludwell Grymes 1764 £10 £1,450 £19,390 
A.23 Robert Æmilius Irving 1776 £10 £1,377 £16,740 
A.24 Davies Davenport 1776 £10 £1,377 £16,740 
A.25 Banaster Parker 1777 £10 £1,321 £16,810 
A.26 George Lyttelton 1781 £20 £2,558 £32,220 
A.27 Henry Vigor 1781 £10 £1,279 £16,110 
A.28 Samuel Peach (Cruger) 1783 £10 £1,231 £16,120 

http://www.measuringworth.com/
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A.29 John Mills Jackson 1785 £10 £1,295 £16,260 
A.30 Rev. James Stuart c.1805 £400 £33,190 £399,000 
A.31 Thomas L. K. Oliphant 1902 £125 £13,870 £51,450 
A.32 E. S. P. Haynes 1908 £300 £32,020 £121,600 
A.33 Mary Augusta Elton 1914 £1,500 £147,200 £537,100 

TOTAL £290,640 £1,997,420 
 

Benefactions with Probable Links to the Proceeds of Slavery 
No. Benefactor Year Value Real Wealth Labour Earning 
B.1 Sir Verney Cave, 4th Bart 1722 £20 £3,217 £45,300 
B.2 Henry Pye 1725 £10 £1,522 £22,710 
B.3 Sir Thomas Cave, 5th Bart 1729 £10 £1,444 £21,840 
B.4 Sir Thomas Cave, 6th Bart 1756 £10 £1,521 £20,270 
B.5 James Buller 1760 £10 £1,546 £18,820 
B.6 John Buller 1764 £10 £1,450 £19,390 

TOTAL £10,700 £148,330 
 

Quantifying Balliol’s connections to the Proceeds of Slavery 
Category Real Wealth Labour Earning 

Links to the Proceeds of Slavery £290,640 £1,997,420 
Probable Links to the Proceeds of Slavery £10,700 £148,330 

TOTAL £301,340 £2,145,750 
 
 
4. Dissemination and Discussion  
Since September 2019, when work on this report first began as part of the broader Balliol and 
Empire Project, the college has held a number of public events designed to encourage discussion 
on how Balliol helped shape the empire and, at the same time, how empire helped shape Balliol. 
These have included a series of discussions between the college and its students, alumni, and a 
wide-range of interested parties on the preliminary findings of this project. The publication of 
this report will contribute to and inform these on-going discussions which will interrogate what 
these findings mean to Balliol, the University, and society more broadly as well as how Balliol as 
an institution should respond today.  
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Appendix 
Benefactors with Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery 

 
Benefactions with links to the Proceeds of Slavery 

No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Gift Made 
A.1 John Popham c.1605 1637 --------------------- Sir Francis Popham Somerset £100 c.1636 
John Popham of Littlecote, Wiltshire, was the eldest son of Sir Francis Popham of Littlecote and his wife Anne, daughter and heiress of John 
Dudley of Stoke Newington. John Popham came from an old family which had many links to politics and the law. His great-grandfather was 
Alexander Popham, M.P. for Bridgwater and his grandfather was Sir John Popham, who was a student at Balliol and went on to have a successful 
career in politics and the Law. He became an M.P. for Bristol in 1571 and 1572, served as the Speaker of the House of Commons and Attorney-
General in 1581, and Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench in 1592. In addition to Law and politics, however, he was also an important figure in 
early attempts to colonise North America, and was one of the most important driving forces behind the establishment of the Virginia Company and 
the Charter of 1606. He was one of the leading patrons of the Plymouth Company, and was largely responsible for its attempt to establish the 
Popham Colony in Maine, which was named after Sir John Popham and his nephew, George Popham, captain of GIFT OF GOD, one of the two 
ships to make the journey, and leader of the colony. The reasons for the colony’s failure must primarily be attributed to the harsh winter of 1606-7, 
but Sir John Popham’s death in 1607 must rightly also be considered a contributary factor. 
 
Sir Francis Popham, father of John Popham and only son of Sir John Popham was the principal beneficiary of his father’s will and inherited, among 
other properties, the manor of Littlecote in Wiltshire, which had been bought by Sir John Popham in 1589. Sir Francis Popham was also educated at 
Balliol College, where he matriculated in 1588, and the Middle Temple, where he was admitted in 1589. He married, a year later in 1590, Anne, the 
heir of John Dudley of Stoke Newington. Upon his wedding Sir Francis Popham had settled upon him a large amount of his father’s property as 
well as a most substantial amount of land brought by his wife. Sir Francis Popham took part in the Cadiz expedition of 1596, for which he was 
knighted, and the following year embarked on what would become a remarkably long career in politics when, aged just twenty-seven, he was elected 
M.P. for Somerset. He would go on to represent six different constituencies over the course of the following forty-three years. Sir Francis Popham, 
like his father before him, was also actively involved in early attempts to colonise North America and, by 1606, was a director of the Virginia 
Company and served as a council member for both the Plymouth and London companies. Though Sir Francis Popham remained the owner of 
much land throughout his life he was, by the 1640s, cash poor. Further compounding his problems in later life, he was exempted from the royal 
pardon owing to his fervent opposition to the Crown. Sir Francis and Lady Anne Popham had several children including three sons. The youngest 
of these was Edward Popham, who was not educated at university, but left his mark as a military officer serving as a General at Sea during the Civil 



 7 

War. The middle son was Alexander Popham, who matriculated at Balliol in 1621 and was a politician and parliamentary army officer. The eldest 
was John Popham. 
 
John Popham was born c.1605 and was educated at Cambridge. He was an M.P. for Bath in 1628 and married Mary, only daughter of Sir Sebastian 
Harvey, a former Lord Mayor of London. His father settled upon him the Littlecote estate whereupon John Popham and his wife quickly garnered a 
reputation for extravagance and excess which reputedly contributed to the former’s early death, intestate and childless, in 1637. He was succeeded by 
his younger brother, Alexander Popham.  
 
Given the family’s close ties with Balliol, which saw three generations of the family attend the College, it is not surprising that Balliol should have 
received a benefaction from a Popham however it is perhaps surprising that it should have come from John Popham who was educated at 
Cambridge. It may be that John Popham wanted to honour the family’s ties with the college or else it is conceivable that the benefaction came from 
Sir John Popham. Though this gift appears to have been received in 1636, other anomalies in the volume could indicate that it was received before 
the death of Sir John Popham in 1607. The most likely conclusion is, however, that it was a gift from John Popham. 
 
This record is flagged for the association of John Popham’s father and grandfather with the Virginia Company. It should be noted, however, that Sir 
John Popham died in 1607 and it is not clear how long Sir Francis Popham retained an interest in the company, however his attendance at annual 
meetings suggests that it continued beyond 1619 when the Virginia Company first began exploiting slave labour from Africa. With that said, the 
Virginia Company undoubtedly exploited forced labour from native Americans, and Don Jordan and Michael Walsh’s White Cargo: The Forgotten 
History of Britain’s White Slaves in America, highlights the role played by Sir John Popham in the transportation and exploitation of British criminals 
who were used as slaves in all but name.1 

                                                 
1 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 3’, fol.3, Balliol College Archives; Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 4’, fol.2, Balliol College Archives; Sir Francis Popham (c.1573-1644): 
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1604-1629/member/popham-sir-francis-1573-1644; John Popham (1603-1673): http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1604-
1629/member/popham-john-1603-1637; Alexander Popham (1605 – 1669): http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1660-1690/member/popham-alexander-1605-69; John Dudley 
(1526-1580): http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1509-1558/member/dudley-john-1526-80; Charles E. Crowell, Partial Genealogy of the Popham Family, (New Jersey: Atlantic 
Highlands, 1898); Sir John Popham, Balliol, No date given - Sir Francis Popham, Balliol, 1588 - Alexander Popham, Balliol, 1621, 'Popham-Price', in Alumni Oxonienses 1500-
1714, ed. Joseph Foster (Oxford, 1891), pp. 1181-1208. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/alumni-oxon/1500-1714/pp1181-1208 [accessed 17 April 2020]; 
John Popham (unique ID:  PFN622J) on ACAD Database available online at: http://venn.lib.cam.ac.uk; John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic 
Dictionary of the Landed Gentry of Great Britain & Ireland, Vol. II, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), pp.1057-8; ODNB entry for Sir John Popham: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/22543; ODNB entry for Sir Francis Popham: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/22540; ODNB entry for 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/22539; ODNB entry for Alexander Popham: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/66671; Christopher J. Bilodeau, ‘The Paradox of Sagadahoc: 
The Popham Colony, 1607-1608’, Early American Studies, 12:1 (2014), pp.1-35; John A. Poor, An address delivered at the Erection of a Monumental Stone in the Walls of Fort Popham, 
August 29th 1862, Commemorative of the Planting of the Popham Colony on the Peninsula of Sabino, August 19th O.S. 1607, Establishing the Title of England to the Continent, (New York: Anson 
D.F. Randolph, 1863); Edward M. Lamont, The Forty Years that Created America: The Story of the Explorers, Promoters, Investors, and Settlers who founded the First English Colonies, (London: 

http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1604-1629/member/popham-sir-francis-1573-1644
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1604-1629/member/popham-john-1603-1637
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1604-1629/member/popham-john-1603-1637
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1660-1690/member/popham-alexander-1605-69
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1509-1558/member/dudley-john-1526-80
http://venn.lib.cam.ac.uk/
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/22543
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/22540
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/22539
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/66671
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No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Gift Made 
A.2 Thomas Edwards c.1673 ???? 29 Oct 1691 Thomas Edwards Bristol £10 1685-1701 
Thomas Edwards (Jnr) was the son of Thomas Edwards (Snr) of Bristol. Thomas Edwards (Snr) was an extremely successful Bristol attorney and 
represented many prominent local mercantile families. The most prominent of his clients was Edward Colston, merchant, philanthropist, and slave 
trader. Thomas Edwards (Snr) was Colston’s agent for many years from the 1680s onwards whilst he was actively involved in the Royal African 
Company rising to the position of Deputy Governor by the end of the decade. The two were also members of various political societies where they 
would socialise, most notably the Bristol Society for the Reformation of Manners. 
 
Thomas Edwards (Jnr) matriculated at Balliol in 1691 and graduated B.C.L from Hart Hall in 1698. He was a bar-at-law at the Middle Temple from 
1698, and was a bencher from 1724. In 1703 he married Mary, daughter and heir of Sir William Hayman and the niece and eventual heir of Edward 
Colston. He served as M.P. for Bristol 1713-1715 and Wells 1719-1735. He was a Tory, though with clear Whig sympathies. Sir William Hayman, 
Mayor of Bristol, was also involved in the slave trade including white slavery, for the latter of which he was fined £1000. Thomas Edwards (Jnr) 
therefore received an enormous legacy as a result of his marriage from two individuals with strong connections to the slave trade. He also co-owned 
a Bristol slave ship.2 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Gift Made 
A.3 Henry M. Davenant c.1681 ???? 31 March 1696 Charles D'Avenant London £20 1685-1701 
Henry Molins Davenant [D’Avenant] was the son of Charles Davenant though there is some confusion regarding his mother. Some sources suggest 
that Charles Davenant married Frances Walden, daughter and heiress of Sir Leoline Walden, but others suggest he married Frances Molins, daughter 
of James Molins, of the parish of St. Brides. It is possible though unlikely that Charles married both women but in either case Henry Molins 
Davenant’s middle name strongly suggests that his mother was Frances Molins. Henry’s grandfather was Sir William Davenant, the noted poet, 
playwright, theatre manager, and staunch Royalist. Henry’s father, Charles Davenant, matriculated at Balliol in 1671. He was a government official, 
political economist, theatre manager and served as a Tory M.P. for St. Ives 1685-1687, and Great Bedwyn 1698-1701. Henry’s father in law, James 
Molins, came from a line of distinguished medical doctors and continued in this tradition. Henry Molins Davenant matriculated at Balliol in 1696. 

                                                 
Rowman & Littlefield, 2014), see esp. Chapter 4: ‘The English are Coming’; Douglas Walthew Rice, The Life and Achievements of Sir John Popham, 1531-1607: Leading to the 
Establishment of the First English Colony in New England, (Madison: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2005). 
2 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.2, Balliol College Archives; 'Eade-Eyton', in Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1714, ed. Joseph Foster (Oxford, 1891), pp. 440-479. British History 
Onlinehttp://www.british-history.ac.uk/alumni-oxon/1500-1714/pp440-479 [accessed 18 February 2020]; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-
1715/member/edwards-thomas-1673-1743; Kenneth Morgan, Edward Colston and Bristol, The Bristol Branch of the Historical Association Local History Pamphlets, 1999; John 
Burke and Jon Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Landed Gentry of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol.1, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), p.247; Thomas Gerrard, 
Edward Colston, the Philanthropist: His Life and Times, (Bristol: J. Chilcott, 1852); Madge Dresser, Slavery Obscured: The Social History of the Slave Trade in an English Provincial Port, (London: 
Bloomsbury, 2016), see esp. Table 2, p.24; Edward Colston II (1636-1721):  https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/colston-edward-ii-1636-
1721; Glen O’Hara, Britain and the Sea: Since 1600, (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), p.70; Peter Fryer, Staying Power: The History of Black People in Britain, (London: Pluto Press, 
1984), p.38. 

https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/edwards-thomas-1673-1743
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/edwards-thomas-1673-1743
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/colston-edward-ii-1636-1721
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/colston-edward-ii-1636-1721
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He was employed on several diplomatic missions which included being stationed in Frankfurt and Italy where he was Envoy Extraordinary to the 
Princess of Italy during the reign of George I. 
 
Sir William Davenant, grandfather of Henry Molins Davenant, was made Treasurer of the colony of Virginia by Charles II whilst in exile, and latterly 
Lieutenant Governor of Maryland whereupon he took command of a colonising expedition and set sail for America from France only to be 
captured in the channel by a parliamentary man-of-war and imprisoned in the Tower of London. Charles Davenant published on many economic 
issues and generally supported mercantilism. He wrote on issues relating to the British empire including the important Essay on the East-India Trade 
and the anonymously published Reflections upon the Constitution and Management of Trade to Africa in which he advocated renewing the Royal African 
Company’s monopoly on the slave trade. In this and other publications he consistently argued that the slave trade was essential to the interests of 
Britain and her colonies. Such was the vociferous support offered by Davenant for the Royal African Company that historian of the slave trade, 
William A. Pettigrew, has recently described him as ‘The Company’s foremost propagandist’ however, whilst other pamphleteers such as Daniel 
Defoe were unequivocally paid by the Royal African Company for their services, Pettigrew argues that it is not clear whether or not Davenant was 
paid explicitly for his services.3 Matthew David Mitchell, another historian of the slave trade, seems to see the evidence as overwhelming, however, 
referring to Charles Davenant as ‘RAC’s hired propagandist’.4 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.4 James Joye c.1682 ???? 10 July 1697 Peter Joye Middlesex £10 1685-1701 
James Joy(e) was the 3rd and youngest, but 2nd surviving son of Peter Joye and his first wife, Elizabeth Marescoe, who died the same year as James 
was born. Peter Joye, the son of a Dutch born tailor working in London, invested £400 in the Royal African Company when it was floated in 1671 
and served in its Court of Assistants as a director variously between 1678 and 1695. He became one of the company’s major contractors and 
supplied it with enormous quantities of metal and especially “Voyage” Iron, which was in heavy demand as it was used as a form of currency in slave 
markets. 
 

                                                 
3 William A. Pettigrew, Freedo’s Debt: The Royal African Company and the Politics of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1672-1752, (Virginia: University of North Carolina Press, 2013), p.49; William 
A. Pettigrew, ‘Free to Enslave: Politics and the Escalation of Britain’s Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1688-1714’, The William and Mary Quarterly,, 64:1, pp.3-38, n.16, p15. 
4 Matthew David Mitchell, ‘“Legitimate Commerce” in the Eighteenth Century: The Royal African Company of England Under the Duke of Chandos, 1720-6’, in Enterprise & 
Society, 14:3 (2013), pp.544-578. ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.2, Balliol College Archives; Henry Molins D’Avenent, Balliol, 1671, Joseph Foster (ed.), Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1714, 
Vol. I, (Oxford: Parkey & Co., 1891), p.375; Charles D’Avenent, Balliol, 1671, Joseph Foster (ed.), Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1714, Vol. I, (Oxford: Parkey & Co., 1891), p.375; 
William D’Avenent, Magdalene Hall, 1673, Joseph Foster (ed.), Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1714, Vol. I, (Oxford: Parkey & Co., 1891), p.376; ODNB entry for William Davenant, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/7197; ODNB entry for Charles Davenant, https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/7195; D. Hayton, E. Cruickshanks and S. Hadley (eds.), The 
History of Parliament: the House of Commons 1690-1715 (https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/davenant-charles-1656-1714); ODNB entry for 
James Molins, https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/18907; Philip H. Highfill et al, A Biographical Dictionary of Actors, Actresses, Musicians, Dancers, Managers & Other Stage Personnel in 
London, 1660-1800, Vol.4, (Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1975), many members of the family covered see p.162-187. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/7197
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/7195
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/davenant-charles-1656-1714
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/18907
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James Joye was born c.1682 and matriculated at Balliol in 1697 before being admitted as a student of Middle Temple in 1698. In 1716 he married 
Mary Jeffes with whom he had three sons and two daughters. Each of his sons, Charles, Peter, and James, were admitted as students to Middle 
Temple on the same day, 11th November 1732, whilst both of his daughters, Jane and Elizabeth, died spinsters. James Joye’s elder brother, Charles 
Joye, followed in his father’s footsteps and worked as a metal merchant but also became heavily involved in the South Sea Company and served as 
Deputy Governor in 1719, resulting in him being considered among those most responsible for the South Sea Bubble of 1720. Anticipating the 
confiscation of Charles’s estate, Peter Joye amended his will in 1721, just before his death, to make James the chief beneficiary.5 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.5 Peter Dayrell c.1685 1725 11 July 1702 Richard Dayrell London £10 1702 
Peter Dayrell was the son and heir of Richard Dayrell of Lillingstone and his second wife, Frances, daughter of George Tucker of Crayford, Kent. 
He was born c.1685 and was matriculated at Balliol in 1702 before being admitted to the Middle Temple in 1703. He succeeded his father upon the 
latter’s death in 1704. Peter Dayrell died unmarried in 1725 and was succeeded by his brother Thomas Dayrell, Rector of Lillingstone and former 
student of Christ Church, Oxford. 
 
Peter Dayrell’s mother, Frances, daughter of George Tucker of Crayford, was most likely born in Port Royal, Southampton Tribe, Bermuda. Her 
family had been prominent in Bermuda since Captain Daniel Tucker was appointed Governor of the English colony in 1616. Her father inherited 
land in Bermuda and personally became a slave owner when he moved there in 1636. He returned to England upon the death of his father, when he 
inherited estates in Devon. It is hard to quantify the extent to which the benefactor benefitted financially from his maternal family but it seems 
substantial, with his mother mentioned in several wills and Peter Dayrell personally named in the will made by John Tucker of Bermuda and Saint 
Margaret, Westminster, his maternal uncle, which was proved in 1714, several years after the benefaction.6 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.6 William Wyndham c.1696 1762 10 April 1714 William Wyndham Wiltshire £10 1714 

                                                 
5 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.3, Balliol College Archives; 'Jablonski-Juxston', in Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1714, ed. Joseph Foster (Oxford, 1891), pp. 793-836. British History 
Onlinehttp://www.british-history.ac.uk/alumni-oxon/1500-1714/pp793-836 [accessed 18 February 2020]; ODNB entry for Peter Joye: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/45548; 
Eugenia W. Herbert, Red Gold of Africa: Copper in Precolonial History and Culture, (Wisconsin, The University of Wisconsin Press, 1984), p.147; Rev H.E. Salter (ed.), Remarks and 
Collections of Thomas Hearne, Vol.X, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1915), p.ix, p.246, p.266, p.267; Sir Henry F. MacGeagh and H.A.C. Sturgess (eds.), Register of Admissions to the Middle 
Temple 1501-1781, p.313. 
6 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.4, Balliol College Archives; Alumni Oxonienses, 1500-1714, Vol.1, p.388; John Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Commoners of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Vol.3, (London: Henry Colburn, 1836), p.151; Robert Dennard Tucker, The Descendants of William Tucker of Throwleigh, Devon, (South Carolina: The Reprint Company, 
1991), see esp. p.53 & p.380; Browne Willis, The History and Antiquities of the Town, Hundred, and Deanry of Buckingham, (London: printed for the author, 1755), p.216; Rufus Stickney 
Tucker, ‘Tucker-Darell’, The New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 76 (1922), pp.232-240; John R. Triggs, ‘“A Brave Cedar House”: Landscape Archaeology at the Overplus 
House and Grove’, Post Medieval Archaeology, 45:1, pp.144-182; Ephraim Tucker, Genealogy of the Tucker Family: From Various Sources, (Worcester, MAssatucests: F. S. Blanchard & Co., 
1895), See esp. p.325; Will of John Tucker of Saint Margaret Westminster, Middlesex: PROB 11/545/200, TNA; Will of Richard Dayrell of Lillingston Dayrell, Buckinghamshire: 
PROB 11/476/381, TNA. Further research might begin by paying close attention to relevant letters published in Vernon Arthur Ives (ed.), The Rich Papers: Letters from Bermuda, 
1615-1646, (Toronto & Buffalo: University of Toronto Press, 1984). 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/45548
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William Wyndham (Jnr) was the son of William Wyndham (Snr) of Dinton and his wife Henrietta, daughter of Henry Stratford of Hawling. His 
grandfather was Sir Wadham Wyndham, a judge of the King’s Bench and important benefactor of Wadham College. William Wyndham (Snr) was a 
Freeman and Common Councilman of Salisbury in 1689, and M.P. of Calne 1691-1695. William Wyndham (Jnr), along with his cousin, Thomas 
Wyndham, broke with family tradition by not attending Wadham College, instead attending Balliol, the former matriculating in 1714. They did both, 
however, follow the family tradition by becoming students of Lincoln’s Inn but neither went into the law. William Wyndham (Jnr) married Barbara, 
daughter of Michael Smith of Stanton, and died in 1762. William Wyndham (snr) invested over £13,000 in stocks, including South Sea and East 
India stocks which he portioned out in his will to his surviving children.7 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.7 John Brydges c.1703 1727 4 Nov 1719 James Brydges, 1st Duke 

of Chandos 
Herefordshire £20 1719 

John Brydges, Marquis of Carnarvon, was the son of James Brydges, 1st Duke of Chandos, and his wife Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas Lake of 
Canons. Sir Henry Bernard, Knt., maternal grandfather of John Brydges, was a wealthy Mercer and Turkey merchant (Levant Company), whilst his 
paternal grandfather was James Brydges, 8th Baron Chandos. James Brydges, 1st Duke of Chandos, was M.P. for Hereford 1698-1714 and, from 1705 
until 1713 was the paymaster of the Queen’s forces from which he derived an enormous profit estimated at £600,000. In addition to public office, 
he also invested heavily in commerce. In particular he invested enormous sums of money in the South Sea Company and in the Royal African 
Company. In the case of the latter, he headed up a small group of aristocratic investors who together, in 1720, bought a controlling stake in the 
RAC. With the company still reeling from the consequences of losing its previous monopoly on trade with West Africa, James Brydges attempted to 
encourage a shift away from the trans-Atlantic slave trade which had long been the company’s main line of business, and instead focus on the search 
for new African botanical and mineral resources to be exploited and sold in England. Neither his investment in the RAC, nor that in the South Sea 
Company proved lucrative and the latter proved financially disastrous.  
 
John Brydges was born c.1703 and matriculated at Balliol in 1719 and was created D.C.L in 1721, the same year in which he embarked on the 
“Grand Tour”, during which he visited Holland, France, and Germany. He returned in 1723 and got married in 1724 to Lady Catherine Talmarsh 
[Tollemache], daughter of Lionel Earl of Dysart, from whom he received a fortune of some £25,000. John Brydges became M.P. for Steyning from 
1726 until he died from smallpox the following year, leaving two daughters, one born posthumously. When his father, James Brydges, 1st Duke of 
Chandos died in 1744 he was succeeded by his second son, Henry Brydges, 2nd Duke of Chandos. 
 

                                                 
7 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.7, Balliol College Archives; William Wyndham, Balliol, 1714, Alumni Oxonienses, 1500-1714, Vol.4, p.1693; ODNB entry for Sir Wadham Wyndham: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/30148; H.A. Wyndham, A Family History, 1688-1837: The Wyndhams of Somerset, Sussex, and Wiltshire, (London: OUP, 1950), esp. p187; William 
Wyndham (1659-1734): https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/wyndham-william-1659-1734; Sir Freceric Madden, Rev. Bulkeley Bandaniel, and 
John Gough Nichols, Collectanea Topographica et Genealogica,Vol. 7, (London: John Bowyer Nichols and son, 1841), p.237-9. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/30148
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This record is flagged due to the links between James Brydges, 1st Duke of Chandos, and the slave trade through his investment in the South Sea 
Company and the Royal African Company.8 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.8 Benjamin Bathurst 1711 1767 1 July 1725 Baron Allen Bathurst Gloucestershire £20 1725 
Hon. Benjamin Bathurst was the 1st son of Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst, and his wife Catherine, daughter and heiress of Sir Peter Apsley. His 
paternal grandfather was Sir Benjamin Bathurst, Deputy Governor of the Leeward Islands and one of the most important and influential members 
of the Royal African Company, who served thirteen times on the Court of Assistants, twice as Deputy Governor, and four times as Sub-Governor 
and was thus an elected member of the company continuously between 1677 and 1695. In addition to this he was also actively involved with the 
East India Company and was Deputy Governor on two separate occasions and Governor once, in 1688-90, as well as being deputy Governor of the 
Levant Company in 1686-7, and governor in 1688 and 1695. Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst, who was his father’s eldest son and heir, was a Tory 
M.P. for Cirencester from 1705 until 1712, when he was created Baron Bathurst. Whilst acting as M.P. for Cirencester, he developed his own ties to 
the slave trade through his association with the South Sea Company for which he acted as a commissioner taking subscriptions. 
 
Hon Benjamin Bathurst was born in 1711 and matriculated at Balliol in 1725, 16 days before his cousin, Henry Pye (No.232), and five years before 
his younger brother, the future Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst (No. 249). Benjamin was created M.A. in 1728 and D.C.L in 1733 and, the 
following year, married Lady Elizabeth, daughter of Charles, 3rd Earl of Ailesbury, and was elected as a Tory M.P. for Gloucestershire until 1741. 
Though his father had supported his son’s decision to stand for election in 1734, he withdrew his support and disassociated himself from Benjamin 
when he considered standing for Cirencester, in favour of the sitting M.P., Henry (No. 249), his 2nd son. Benjamin was eventually elected for 
Cirencester 1754-1761. He died, without children and within the lifetime of his father, in 1767. 9 

                                                 
8 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.8, Balliol College Archives; John Brydges, Balliol, 1719, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.182; Sir Bernard Burke, A Genealogical History of the 
Dormant, Abeyant, Forfeited, and Extinct Peerages of the British Empire, (London: Harrison, 1866), p.84; Matthew David Mitchell, ‘“Legitimate Commerce” in the Eighteenth Century: 
The Royal African Company of England Under the Duke of Chandos, 1720-6’, Enterprise & Society, 14:3 (2013), pp.544-578; ODNB entry for James Brydges, first Duke of 
Chandos: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/3806; John Burke and John Bernard Burke, The Royal Families of England, Scotland, and Wales, with their Descendants, Sovereigns, 
and Subjects, Vol. I, (London: E. Churton, 1848), Pedigree LXVI: Chandos Wren Hoskyns, Esq.; James Brydges (1674-1744): 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/brydges-hon-james-1674-1744; John Brydges (1703-1727): 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/brydges-john-1703-27; John Robert Robinson, The Princely Chandos: A Memoir of James Brydges, Paymaster-
General to the Forces Abroad During the Most Brilliant Part of the Duke of Marlborough’s Military Career, 1705-11, Afterwards The First Duke of Chandos, (London: Sampson Low, Marston & 
Company, 1893), contains information relevant to the investments made by James Brydges in the South Sea Company and the Royal African Company. 
9 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.9, Balliol College Archives; Benjamin Bathurst, Balliol, 1725, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.75; John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A 
Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 10th edn., (London: Henry Colburn, 1848), p.73; ODNB entry for Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692; ODNB entry for Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1694; Miranda Kaufmann, English Heritage 
Properties 1600-1830 and Slavery Connections, Vol. I, (London: English Heritage, 2007), see ‘Apsley House’, p.14; Benjamin Bathurst: 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67; Allen Bathurst: 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775; Henry Bathurst: https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/3806
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/brydges-hon-james-1674-1744
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/brydges-john-1703-27
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1694
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-henry-1714-94
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No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.9 William Beckford 1709 1770 17 Dec 1725 Peter Beckford Jamaica £10 1727 

William Beckford was the son of Peter Beckford (II) of Jamaica and his wife Bathshua, 
daughter and coheir of Julines Hering of Jamaica. The Beckfords were one of the most 
powerful and wealthy planter families of their era, famed for their extraordinary wealth and 
violent tempers. William Beckford’s grandfather, Peter Beckford (I), had moved to Jamaica in 
the 1660s and by 1675 had established himself as a successful merchant in the notoriously 
lawless town of Port Royal. During the following thirty-five years, he served in various official 
posts including that of Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica and amassed a vast personal wealth 
which is estimated to have amounted to include twenty estates, 1200 slaves, and £1,500,000 in 
bank stock. Peter Beckford (I) died during a melee in Government House, Spanish Town, 
when a dispute in the Assembly Chamber turned violent. His eldest son, Peter Beckford (II) 
who was by this time serving as the Speaker of the Assembly, attempted to adjourn the meeting 
as tempers started to boil over but was forced back into the chair at sword point, whilst others 
guarded the door. When Peter Beckford (I) heard the cries of his son, he attempted to force his 
way into the building and suffered a fatal stroke or fall in the process. 
 
With the violent death of his father, Peter Beckford (II) inherited all of the former’s estates in 
both Jamaica and Britain. Investing heavily into a wide range of ventures and further expanding 
his landholdings and commercial interests over the next twenty-five years, Peter Beckford (II) 
amassed a tremendous fortune which resulted in him owning over 1700 enslaved people and 
co-owning a further 577. Over the course of two marriages, he had four sons including William 
Beckford who was born in 1709 and who, along with several of his brothers including Richard 
and Juliens Beckford, was sent to Britain in 1723 for his education where he was admitted to 

Westminster School. An able student, much praised by his Headmaster, Rev. Robert Freind, William matriculated at Balliol in 1725, some three 
years before his brother, Richard Beckford, did the same in 1728. After leaving Oxford, William Beckford relocated to Leiden, and subsequently 
Paris, where he pursued a medical career. Upon the death of his father, however, in 1735, he abandoned his studies and returned to Jamaica to help 
run the family estates which had been inherited by his elder brother, Peter Beckford (III), who would himself die just two years later leaving William 
the principal heir to the vast family fortune. William would spend the next 10 years in Jamaica, primarily concentrating on managing and extending 
his vast estates. He also took an active interest in the politics of Jamaica and assumed, alongside several of his brothers including Richard Beckford, 

                                                 
1754/member/bathurst-hon-henry-1714-94; Benjamin Bathurst: https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67; 
Neville Thompson, Earl Bathurst and British Empire, (Barnsley: Leo Cooper, 1999). 

https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-henry-1714-94
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67
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various roles as a member of the House of Assembly including that of Speaker, before returning to England in the early 1740s, when he purchased 
the Fonthill Estate in Wiltshire, on which he constructed a grand mansion where, as was the case on his other properties in England, he kept 
enslaved Africans to serve him. 
 
Settling in London, William Beckford concentrated on his estates from a distance whilst also setting his sights on a parliamentary career and within 
just a few years was the M.P. for Shaftesbury from 1747 until 1754 and subsequently for London from 1754 until his death in 1770. William was 
joined in the Houses of Parliament by his brothers, Richard and Julines Beckford, who represented Bristol and Salisbury respectively. William was 
also elected alderman of Billingsgate and was also made the Sheriff of London in 1755. The following year and at an advanced age, William married 
Maria, daughter of George Hamilton, second son of James, 6th Earl of Abercorn, and also served as the Lord Mayor of London in 1762, and 
subsequently in 1769 and 1770 when he died, shortly after his infamous confrontation with King George III, which split public opinion and was the 
subject of a statue which was installed in London’s Guildhall.10 William Beckford’s Jamaican estates were probated in 1774, when it was recorded 
that he owned 718 male, and 638 female enslaved people “valued” at £84,159.39 in Jamaican currency. The total value of his estate was £114,268.83 
in Jamaican currency.11 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.10 Henry Bathurst 1714 1794 14 May, 1730 Baron Allen Bathurst Gloucestershire £10 1730 
Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst, was the son of Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst, and his wife Catherine, daughter and heiress of Sir Peter Apsley. 
His paternal grandfather was Sir Benjamin Bathurst, Deputy Governor of the Leeward Islands and one of the most important and influential 
members of the Royal African Company, who served thirteen times on the Court of Assistants, twice as Deputy Governor, and four times as Sub-
Governor and was thus an elected member of the company continuously between 1677 and 1695. In addition to this he was also actively involved 
with the East India Company and was Deputy Governor on two separate occasions and Governor once, in 1688-90, as well as being deputy 

                                                 
10 In early 2021, The City of London Corporation voted to relocate the monument. https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/statues-william-beckford-sir-john-cass-removed-
guildhall-slavery-links-b900708.html [accessed 9 September 2021]. 
11 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.10, Balliol College Archives; William Beckford, Balliol, 1725, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.86; Richard Beckford, Balliol, 1728, Alumni 
Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.86; Perry Gauci, William Beckford: First Prime Minister of the London Empire, (London: Yale University Press, 2013); ODNB entry for William Beckford 
(1709-1770): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1903; ODNB entry for Peter Beckford (1672/3-1735): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/50423; ODNB entry for Peter Beckford 
(1643-1710): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/50424; ODNB entry for William Beckford (1744-1799): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1904; ODNB entry for William 
Beckford (1744-1799): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1904; William Beckford (1709-1770): https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-
1754/member/beckford-william-1709-70; Richard Beckford (1712-1756): https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/beckford-richard-1712-56; 
Julines Beckford (1717-1764): https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/beckford-julines-1717-64; LBS record for Peter Beckford (1673-1735): 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146640629; LBS record for William Beckford (1709-1770): https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146640587; LBS record for 
Richard Beckford (1712-1756): https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146651341; LBS record for Julines Beckford (????-1764): 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146650155; LBS record for William Beckford (1744-1799): https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146634868. Picture printed in 
Vere Langford Oliver, Caribbeana being Miscellaneous Papers Relating to the History, Genealogy, Topography, and Antiquities of the West Indies, Vol. III, (London: Mitchell Hughes and Clarke, 
1914), Frontispiece. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1903
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/50423
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/50424
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1904
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1904
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/beckford-william-1709-70
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/beckford-william-1709-70
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/beckford-richard-1712-56
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/beckford-julines-1717-64
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146640629
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146640587
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146651341
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146650155
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146634868
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Governor of the Levant Company in 1686-7, and governor in 1688 and 1695. Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst, who was his father’s eldest son and 
heir, was a Tory M.P. for Cirencester from 1705 until 1712, when he was created Baron Bathurst. Whilst acting as M.P. for Cirencester, he 
developed his own ties to the slave trade through his association with the South Sea Company for which he acted as a commissioner taking 
subscriptions. 
 
Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst was born in 1714 and matriculated at Balliol in 1730, five years after his elder brother, Hon Benjamin Bathurst 
(No. 231) had done the same, in 1725. He was admitted to the Inner Temple, and was called to the Bar in 1735-6, and was M.P. for Cirencester 
from 1735-54. He was a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in 1754, and was the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain from 1771-8, and 
subsequently Lord President of the Privy Council from 1779 to 1782. He succeeded his father in 1775, as the eldest surviving son, and married 
twice, first to Anne James, and then to Tryphena, daughter of Thomas Scawen, with whom he had several children. Compared to his father and 
grandfather, Henry had fewer links to the slave trade but was aligned with the anti-abolitionists in 1788. He died in 1794.12 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.11 Joseph Swayne c.1715 ???? 22 March 1731-2 Joseph Swayne Bristol £10 1733 
Joseph Swayne (Jnr) was the son of Joseph Swayne (Snr) of St Mary le Port and Elizabeth, daughter of Matthew Pomphrey of Newnham, 
Gloucestershire. Joseph Swayne (Snr) owned considerable property in Herefordshire, and was a merchant, trading as Swayne & Co., in Bristol, 
involved in various activities including the slave trade and owned LOYAL GEORGE, a slave ship which embarked on three voyages between 1725 
and 1728 transporting a total of 745 slaves from Africa to Jamaica. Formal voyage death rates are not available for these journeys but a total of 148 
fewer slaves are recorded as disembarking at their destination than those recorded as starting their journeys, which would imply that around 20% of 
the slaves died in middle passage. Swayne & Co., also co-owned a second ship which made just one voyage in 1729, purchasing 275 souls from 
Bonny, Nigeria, and transporting them to Barbados. 
 
Joseph Swayne (Snr) died in 1736, just a few years after his son, Joseph Swayne (Jnr), had matriculated at Balliol. Joseph Swayne would marry Mary, 
daughter of a Mr Collins. Mary was the widow of Sir Robert Jason, 6th Bart., for whom she was the sole beneficiary and executrix of his last will and 

                                                 
12 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.10, Balliol College Archives; Henry Bathurst, Balliol, 1730, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.75; John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A 
Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 10th edn., (London: Henry Colburn, 1848), p.73; ODNB entry for Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692; ODNB entry for Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1694; Miranda Kaufmann, English Heritage 
Properties 1600-1830 and Slavery Connections, Vol. I, (London: English Heritage, 2007), see ‘Apsley House’, p.14; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-
1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775; 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-henry-1714-94; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-
1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67; James Buckwalter, ‘The Transatlantic Slave Trade and the Creation of the English Weltanschauung, 1685-1710’; Neville Thompson, 
Earl Bathurst and British Empire, (Barnsley: Leo Cooper, 1999). 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1694
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-henry-1714-94
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/bathurst-hon-benjamin-1711-67
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testament and therefore, when she married Joseph Swayne (Jnr) on 1st October, 1738, just a few months after the death of her first husband, she 
brought with her a considerable fortune along with her first husband’s Hinton estate. Sir Robert Jason 6th Bart had himself been a student at Balliol, 
matriculating on 29th March 1729, just a few years before Joseph Swayne (Jnr). This raises the possibility that the two men may have known each 
other and, perhaps, also explains the rapidity with which Mary’s second marriage occurred if the future couple had been introduced before the death 
of Sir Robert.13 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.12 Coventry Carew 1716 1748 21 Feb 1734-5 William Carew Cornwall £10 1735 
Sir Coventry Carew, 6th Bart, was the only son of Sir William Carew, 5th Bart, and Lady Anne Coventry, daughter of Gilbert, 4th Earl of Coventry. Sir 
William was a Tory M.P. for Saltash 1711-1713, and latterly for Cornwall 1713-1744, following a tradition set by the last three generations and which 
would be continued by Sir Coventry. Sir Coventry matriculated at Balliol in 1734-5 and married his first cousin, Mary, daughter of Sir Coplestone 
Warwick Bamfylde, 3rd Bart, and Gertrude Carew, Sir Coventry’s aunt, in 1738. He succeeded as the 6th Baronet Carew in 1743-44 and was a Tory 
M.P. for Cornwall from 1744 until his death, in 1748. He died without issue.14 
 
Both Sir Coventry’s father, Sir William, and his father-in-law, Sir Coplestone, were each mentioned in the 7th report of the South Sea Company 
Inquiry as receiving £1000 in stock each. Though Sir Coventry’s marriage to Sir Coplestone’s daughter was after the date of the benefaction, this 
record is flagged due to his father holding stock. 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.13 Sir Edward Turner  1719 1766 7 Oct 1735 Edward Turner London £10 1736* 
Sir Edward Turner, 2nd Bart., was the son of Sir Edward Turner 1st Bart of Ambrosden, Oxfordshire, and his wife Mary, eldest daughter of Sir 
Gregory Page, 1st Bart., of Greenwich. The paternal great-grandfather and grandfather of Sir Edward Turner 2nd Bart., were merchants who made 
their fortunes as vintners. Likewise his maternal great-grandfather and grandfather were wealthy brewers and merchants, who also made a fortune as 

                                                 
13 Joseph Swayne, Balliol, 1731-2, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.4, p.1376; Robert Jason, Balliol, 1729, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.744; G.E. Cockayne, Complete 
Baronetage, Vol. III, (Exeter: William Pollard & Co., 1903), p.231; Wiltshire Notes and Queries: An illustrated Quarterly Antiquarian & Genealogical Magazine, Vol. VII, (Devies: George 
Simpson and Co., 1914), p.402; John H. Chapman (ed.), The Register Book of Marriages belonging to the Parish of St George, Hanover Square, in the County of Middlesex, Vol. I, (London: The 
Harleian Society, 1886), p.21; Madge Dresser, Slavery Obscured: The Social History of the Slave Trade in an English Provincial Port, (London: Bloomsbury, 2016), p.29; 'Parishes: Hinton on 
the Green', in A History of the County of Gloucester: Volume 8, ed. C R Elrington (London, 1968), pp. 262-268. British History Onlinehttp://www.british-
history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol8/pp262-268; Joseph Swayne, birth: 11 Dec 1715, St Mary-le-port, Bristol, father: Joseph Swayne, Mother: Elizabeth Swayne, Bristol Archives; Bristol, 
England; Bristol Church of England Bishop Transcripts of Parish Registers; Reference: EP/V/4/35/1, Ancestry.com. Bristol, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-
1812 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2019; Joseph Swayne, Last Will and Testament: PROB 11/674/114, TNA. Further research should start 
with Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society for 1977, Vol. XCV, p.98-99. 
14 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.11, Balliol College Archives; Coventry Carew, Balliol, 134-5, in Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.218; 
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/carew-sir-coventry-1716-48; George E. Cokayne, The Complete Baronetage, (Exeter: William Pollard & Co., 1902), p.126; 
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/carew-sir-william-1689-1744; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1690-1715/member/bampfylde-sir-coplestone-warwick-
1689-1727. 

http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/carew-sir-coventry-1716-48
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/carew-sir-william-1689-1744
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shipwrights and shipowners trading with the East Indies. His grandfather, Sir Gregory Page, 1st Bart., was a director of the East India Company, a 
member of the Court of Assistants of the Royal African Company, and also served as an M.P. for New Shoreham, 1708-1713 and 1715-1720. Sir 
Edward Turner, 1st Bart., likewise became a merchant and was the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire before becoming a director and the Chairman of the 
East India Company. He also, along with his father-in-law, invested heavily in the South Sea Company, but they both sold their shares for a 
tremendous profit before the great crash. 
 
Sir Edward Turner, 2nd Bart., was born in 1719, and matriculated at Balliol in 1735, the same year he succeeded his father to the baronetage. He was 
created M.A. in 1738 and later DCL in 1744, after marrying Cassandra, daughter of William Leigh of Adlesthrop, and the niece of Theophilus Leigh, 
Master of Balliol (1726-85). He invested heavily in Government stock and had holdings in East India stock which, in 1763, amounted to £28, 500. 
He was M.P. for Great Bedwyn 1741-1747, Oxfordshire 1755-1761, and Penryn from 1761 until his death in 1766.15 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.14 Thomas Bathurst 1725 1791 25 May 1742 Benjamin Bathurst London £10 1742 
Thomas Bathurst was the eldest son of Benjamin Bathurst of Lydney Park and his 1st wife Finetta, daughter and coheir of Henry Poole of Kemble, 
Wiltshire. His paternal grandfather was Sir Benjamin Bathurst, Deputy Governor of the Leeward Islands and one of the most important and 
influential members of the Royal African Company, who served thirteen times on the Court of Assistants, twice as Deputy Governor, and four 
times as Sub-Governor and was thus an elected member of the company continuously between 1677 and 1695. In addition to this he was also 
actively involved with the East India Company and was Deputy Governor on two separate occasions and Governor once, in 1688-90, as well as 
being deputy Governor of the Levant Company in 1686-7, and governor in 1688 and 1695. Thomas Bathurst’s father, Benjamin Bathurst, was the 
5th, but 3rd surviving son of Sir Benjamin and inherited, upon his father’s death in 1704, the manors of Lydney in Gloucester, and Mixbury in 
Oxfordshire. Educated at Eton and Trinity College Oxford, Benjamin Bathurst was M.P. variously for Cirencester, Gloucester, and Monmouth 
almost continually from 1713 until his death in 1767. 
 
Thomas Bathurst was born c.1725 and matriculated at Balliol in 1742. He married whilst his father was alive, and later inherited the Lydney Estate in 
1767, when his father died. According to Rev. Henry Bathurst, Archdeacon of Norwich, who compiled and published the memoirs of his father and 
Thomas Bathurst’s half-brother, Dr Henry Bathurst the Lord Bishop of Norwich, Thomas Bathurst gambled away a great deal of money and ended 
up borrowing large sums against his property. Within this narrative, Thomas Bathurst is described as a somewhat reckless and impulsive character 
who brought a great deal of misfortune upon the author’s father when ‘seized with a brain fever, in the course of his illness, or rather with a violent 

                                                 
15 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.11, Balliol College Archives; Edward Turner, Balliol, 1735, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.4, p.1449; John Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic 
Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 8th edn., (London: Henry Colburn, 1845), p.994; G. E. Cockayne, Complete Baronetage, Vol. V., (Exeter: William Pollard, 
1906), p.77-8; Joseph Jackson Howard (ed.), Miscellanea Genealogica et Heraldica, Vol. III, (London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co., 1874), p.231; 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/page-sir-gregory-1668-1720; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1754-1790/member/turner-sir-edward-
1719-66; Mary D. Lobel, A History of the County of Oxford, Volume 5, Bullingdon Hundred, (Oxford: OUP, 1957), p.18; A List of the Names of the Adventures of the Royal African-company of 
England, 9 May 1720, p.6. 

http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/page-sir-gregory-1668-1720
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1754-1790/member/turner-sir-edward-1719-66
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1754-1790/member/turner-sir-edward-1719-66
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fit of passion, one day having taken a dislike to some of the servants to whom he had left [small] legacies, he threw [his] will into the fire’. Rev. 
Henry Bathurst also goes on to explain the ‘true’ nature of Thomas Bathurst’s death which had otherwise been recorded as simply sudden, relaying 
that Thomas Bathurst in fact hanged himself in the greenhouse, after being depressed about his debts and the necessity to borrow money against his 
estate.16 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.15 Abel Johnston 

Ketelbey 
c.1725 1756 10 June 1742 Robert Johnston 

(Ketelbey) 
London £10 1742 

Abel Johnston Ketelby [Ketelbey] of Bitterley, Stepple Hall, and Need Savage, Shropshire, was the son of Robert Johnston (Ketelby) and his wife 
Mary, daughter and heir of Abel Ketelby of Bitterley. Abel Johnston Ketelby’s paternal grandparents were Commissary Gideon Johnston and 
Henrietta Johnston of South Carolina. Commissary Johnston, after playing a role in the Yemassee War, drowned in 1716 prompting his two sons, 
Robert and James, to be sent back to England. Robert continued his legal education under the supervision of Abel Ketelby of Bitterley, a wealthy 
lawyer who was admitted to the Middle Temple in 1693 and called to the Bar in 1699, and who was made the Landgrave of South Carolina in 1709, 
agent and attorney-general for South Carolina 1712-16, and served as a Tory M.P. for Ludlow in 1722 until 1727, resulting in Robert being admitted 
to the Middle Temple in 1717 and eventually being appointed as a Serjeant-at-law in 1736. Robert Johnston legally assumed the surname of Ketelby 
when he later married Mary, daughter and heir of the aforementioned Abel Ketelby with whom he had a son and heir, Abel Johnston Ketelby. 
 
Born around 1727, Abel Johnston Ketelby matriculated at Balliol in 1742, the same college that was attended by Abel Ketelby nearly fifty years 
earlier, and was admitted to the Middle Temple in 1744 where he was thereafter called to the Bar. Robert Johnston Ketelby died in 1743 and Abel 
Ketelby died in 1744, the year before Abel Johnston Ketelby married Margaret, daughter of John Farquharson with whom he had one daughter, 
famed cookery writer and author of A New System of Domestic Cookery, Maria Eliza Rundell, wife of Thomas Rundell, variously recorded as a partner 
in the firm of silversmiths, Rundell and Bridges, or else a surgeon. Abel Johnston Ketelby died in 1756.17 

                                                 
16 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.12, Balliol College Archives; Thomas Bathurst, Balliol, 1742, Alumni Oxonienses, Vol.1, p.76; Rev. Henry Bathurst, Memoirs of the Late Dr. Henry 
Bathurst, Lord Bishop of Norwich, Vol. I, (London: A. J. Valpy, 1837), p.35-39; John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the 
British Empire, 10th edn., (London: Henry Colburn, 1848), p.73; ODNB entry for Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692; Miranda Kaufmann, 
English Heritage Properties 1600-1830 and Slavery Connections, Vol. I, (London: English Heritage, 2007), see ‘Apsley House’, p.14; 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-
1715/member/bathurst-benjamin-1692-1767. 
17 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.12, Balliol College Archives; Abel Johnston Ketelbey, Balliol, 1742, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.2, p.791; Abel Kettilby, Balliol, 1691, 
'Kandruth-Kyte', in Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1714, ed. Joseph Foster (Oxford, 1891), pp. 837-867. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/alumni-oxon/1500-
1714/pp837-867 [accessed 18 February 2020]; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/ketelby-abel-1676-1744; Thomas Woodcock and John 
Martin Robinson, The Oxford Guide to Heraldry, (Oxford: OUP, 1988), p.160; Hugh Amery (ed.), Miscellanies by Henry Fielding, Vol. III, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997), pp.330-1; 
Dorothy Middleton Anderson and Margaret Middleton Rovers Eastman, St. Philip’s Church of Charleston: An Early History of the Oldest Parish in South Carolina, (Charleston: The History 
Press, 2014), Part 1, ‘The Yemassee War’, J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton, ‘Southern Members of the Inns of Court’, The North Carolina Historical Review, 10:4 1933, pp.273-286, p.279; 
ODNB entry for Maria Eliza Rundell: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/24278. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-benjamin-1692-1767
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-benjamin-1692-1767
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/ketelby-abel-1676-1744
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/24278
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No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.16 Adrian John Swete 1731 1756 12 Oct 1747 Maine Swete Devon £10 1747 
Adrian John Swete was the son of Main(e) Swete of Antigua and Modbury, Devon, son of Rev John Swete of Trayne, Vicar of Keverne, Cornwall, 
and his first wife Esther, daughter of Rev. Nicholas Tripe, Vicar of Chudleigh, Devon. The Swete family of Modbury took over a lease of land in 
Antigua in 1699 and, by the early 1700s, Main Swete had established himself on a 337-acre sugar plantation named Swetes and was a member of 
Antigua’s Assembly and a captain in the militia. In 1706 he was appointed major of Monks Hill Fort, and principal storekeeper, and in 1715 was 
made the Powder Officer. In dispensing these duties, he would frequently be accompanied by his slaves who apparently came to know Monks Hill 
well, a fact which nearly proved disastrous for the planter community during Antigua’s “Slave Conspiracy of 1736”, when one of his slaves was 
apprehended whilst attempting to scale the walls of Monks Hill in an apparent attempt to gain access to the Powder House.  
 
It is not exactly clear when Main Swete relocated his family back to England but Main Swete was still in Antigua in 1715 but had returned to 
England by 1731 when his son, Adrian John Swete, was born in Modbury, Devon, just two years before his father succeeded to Trayne (Train), the 
family’s Devonshire estate, on the death of his elder brother Adrian Swete, in 1733. Main Swete died just two years later in 1735, leaving all his 
plantations and slaves in trust to be sold and with his son, Adrian, the sole residual beneficiary. Adrian matriculated at Balliol in 1747 and was 
created M.A. in 1751, just four years before he died, unmarried, in 1756, leaving everything to his mother in his will. His mother, Esther Swete, 
would live another thirty-five years before dying in 1781 whereupon her half-brother, Rev. John Tripe of Oxton, Prebendary of Exeter, and the 
product of Esther’s father’s second marriage to Rebecca Yarde of Kingsteignton, adopted Swete as his surname, and inherited the Swete family 
estate of Trayne, as well as another estate in Antigua.18 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.17 John Molesworth 1729 1775 14 March, 1748-9 John Molesworth London £10 1749 
Sir John Molesworth, 5th Bart, was the eldest son and heir of Sir John Molesworth, 4th Bart, of Pencarrow, and his wife Barbara, daughter of Sir 
Nicholas Morice, 2nd Bart. The Molesworth family had many connections to the West Indies which went at least as far back as Hender Molesworth, 
1st Bart, who was the Lt. Gov. of St Katherine, Jamaica, and owned 2480 acres of land in St Catherine. The connection continued with Sir John 
Molesworth, 2nd Bart, who matriculated at Balliol in 1654 before inheriting the baronetcy from his brother by special remainder, and later inheriting 
Cow Park Estate, Jamaica, on the death of his sister-in-law. Sir John Molesworth, 4th Bart., succeeded to the baronetage on the death of his father, 
the 3rd Baronet, in 1723 and was M.P. for Newport from 1734 until 1741, and then for Cornwall from 1744 until 1761. He inherited the family 
estates of Spring, Pitney, and Cow Park in Jamaica, as well as some 3,269 acres of land in St Dorothy Parish, Jamaica. 

                                                 
18 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.13, Balliol College Archives; Adrian John Swete, Balliol, 1747, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.4, p.1377; Vere Langford Oliver, The History of the 
Island of Antigua: One of the Leeward Caribbees in the West Indies – From the First Settlement in 1635 to the Present Time, Vol. III, (London: Mitchell and Hughes, 1899), pp.104-109, p.323; 
Hewlester A. Samuel, The Birth of the Village of Liberta, Antigua, (Coral Springs: Llumina Press, 2007), pp.44-45; John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic 
Dictionary of the Landed Gentry of Great Britain & Ireland, Vol. II, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), p.1506; LBS record for Main Swete Walrond of Antigua: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146644099; LBS record for Esther Swete: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146639817; ODNB entry for John Swete [formerly 
Tripe]: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/26827;  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146644099
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146639817
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/26827
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Sir John Molesworth, 5th Bart was born in 1729 and matriculated at Balliol in 1748-9, just a few years before his younger brother, William 
Molesworth, likewise matriculated at Balliol in 1751. He got married twice, the first time in 1755 to Frances Smyth, the sister of his brother’s wife, 
and secondly in 1762 to his cousin Barbara, daughter of Sir John St. Aubyn, 3rd Bart., of Clowance. He became the M.P. for Cornwall in 1765 and 
remained so until his death, in 1775.19 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.18 William Molesworth 1732 1762 28 March 1751 John Molesworth Cornwall £10 1751 
William Molesworth was a younger son of Sir John Molesworth, 4th Bart, of Pencarrow, and his wife Barbara, daughter of Sir Nicholas Morice, 2nd 
Bart. The Molesworth family had many connections to the West Indies which went at least as far back as Hender Molesworth, 1st Bart, who was the 
Lt. Gov. of St Katherine, Jamaica, and owned 2480 acres of land in St Catherine. The connection continued with Sir John Molesworth, 2nd Bart, who 
matriculated at Balliol in 1654 before inheriting the baronetcy from his brother by special retainer, and later inheriting inherited Cow Park Estate, 
Jamaica, on the death of his sister-in-law. Sir John Molesworth, 4th Bart., succeeded to the baronetage on the death of his father, the 3rd Baronet, in 
1723 and was M.P. for Newport from 1734 until 1741, and then for Cornwall from 1744 until 1761. He inherited the family estates of Spring, 
Pitney, and Cow Park in Jamaica, as well as some 3269 acres of land in St Dorothy Parish, Jamaica. 
 
William Molesworth was born in 1732 and matriculated at Balliol in 1751, a few years after his elder brother, the future Sir John Molesworth, 5th 
Bart., matriculated at Balliol and the same year that the latter was created M.A. William Molesworth married Anne, daughter and coheir of James 
Smyth of St. Audries and became the co-owner of his father’s property in Jamaica until his early death, in 1762. His father died four years later, in 
1766, whereupon his eldest son, Sir John Molesworth, succeeded him to the baronetcy.20 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.19 John Perry 1737 1809 24 Nov 1757 William Perry Barbados £10 1757 

                                                 
19 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.13, Balliol College Archives; John Molesworth, Balliol, 1748-9, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.966; William Molesworth, Balliol, 1751, 
Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.966; G. E. Cockayne, Complete Baronetage, Vol. IV, (Exeter: William Pollard & Co. Ltd., 1904), pp.154-155; LBS entry for Hender Molesworth, 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146654119; LBS entry for Sir John Molesworth, 2nd Bart: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146660339; LBS entry for Sir John 
Molesworth 4th Bart: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146654117; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/molesworth-sir-john-1705-
66; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/molesworth-john-1729-75; John Burke and J. Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the 
Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 10th end., (London: Henry Colburn, 1848), p.690. 
20 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.13, Balliol College Archives; John Molesworth, Balliol, 1748-9, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.966; William Molesworth, Balliol, 1751, 
Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.966; G. E. Cockayne, Complete Baronetage, Vol. IV, (Exeter: William Pollard & Co. Ltd., 1904), pp.154-155; LBS entry for Hender Molesworth, 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146654119; LBS entry for Sir John Molesworth, 2nd Bart: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146660339; LBS entry for Sir John 
Molesworth 4th Bart: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146654117; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/molesworth-sir-john-1705-
66; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/molesworth-john-1729-75; John Burke and J. Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the 
Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 10th end., (London: Henry Colburn, 1848), p.690. 
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John Perry was the son of William and Mary Perry of St Michael Parish, Barbados. William Perry was the owner of Perry’s Estate, Barbados, from 
1748 until sometime later, most likely the 1770s. William and Mary Perry sent at least three of their children to England for education. John Perry, 
who was born in 1737, matriculated at Balliol in 1757 and was closely followed by his younger brothers Hugh and Thomas who were born in 1741 
and 1745, and matriculated in 1759 and 1764 respectively. John Perry was called to the Bar at the Middle Temple in 1765 and may be the John Perry 
who was buried in the Temple Church in 1770, but was more likely the John Perry who was a judge of the court of Common Pleas in Jamaica, and 
died in 1809.21 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.20 William Beckford 1744 1799 17 March 1762 Richard Beckford Jamaica £10 1762 

William Beckford (No.317) was the illegitimate son of Richard Beckford of Jamaica and Elizabeth Hay. The 
Beckfords were one of the most powerful and wealthy planter families of their era, famed for their extraordinary 
wealth and violent temper. William Beckford’s great-grandfather, Peter Beckford (I), had moved to Jamaica in the 
1660s and by 1675 had established himself as a successful merchant in the notoriously lawless town of Port Royal. 
During the following thirty-five years, he served in various official posts including that of Lieutenant-Governor of 
Jamaica, and amassed a vast personal wealth which is estimated to have amounted to include twenty estates, 1200 
slaves, and £1,500,000 in bank stock. Peter Beckford (I) died during a melee in Government House, Spanish 
Town, when a dispute in the Assembly Chamber turned violent. His eldest son, Peter Beckford (II), who was by 
this time serving as the Speaker of the Assembly, attempted to adjourn the meeting as tempers started to boil over 
but was forced at sword point back into the chair whilst others guarded the door. When Peter Beckford (I) heard 
the cries of his son, he attempted to force his way into the building and suffered a fatal stroke or fall in the process. 
 
With the violent death of his father, Peter Beckford (II) inherited all of the former’s estates in both Jamaica and 
Britain. Investing heavily into a wide range of ventures and further expanding his landholdings and commercial 

interests over the next twenty-five years, Peter Beckford (II) amassed a tremendous fortune which resulted in him owning over 1700 slaves, and co-
owning a further 577. Over the course of two marriages, he had four sons including Richard Beckford, his 3rd son, who was born in 1712 and who, 
along with several of his brothers including William and Juliens Beckford, was sent to Britain in 1723 for his education where he was admitted to 
Westminster School before matriculating at Balliol in 1728, some three years after his elder brother William Beckford. Richard seems to have 
migrated to University College where he graduated B.A. in 1731, the year after he was admitted to the Middle Temple where he was called to the Bar 

                                                 
21 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.13, Balliol College Archives; John Perry, Balliol, 1757, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.1101; Hugh Perry, Balliol, 1759, Alumni Oxonienses, 
1715-1886, Vol.3, p.1101; Thomas Perry, Balliol, 1764, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.1101; https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/estate/view/9278; Thomas son of Mr. William & 
Mrs Mary Perry b 21 July 1744, p.114, RL1/3, 1745, Ancestry.com. Caribbean, English Settlers in Barbados, 1637-1800 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations 
Inc, 2007; Hugh son of Mr. William & Mrs. Mary Perry b.24th April 1741, p.25, RL1/3, 1741, Ancestry.com. Caribbean, English Settlers in Barbados, 1637-1800 [database on-line]. 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007; Katherine & John chn. Of William & Mary Perry, Katherine b.13 xber 1735 John b. 29 last Nov, p.450, RL1/2, 1737, 
Ancestry.com. Caribbean, English Settlers in Barbados, 1637-1800 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
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in 1736, the year after his father died in 1735. At some point after the death of his father, Richard returned to Jamaica where he inherited 
considerable property amounting to 9241 acres by 1754, second only to his elder brother William, who was his father’s second son but became the 
principal beneficiary following the death of his eldest brother in 1737. 
 
Richard spent the majority of the next twenty years in Jamaica where his son, William Beckford (No.317), was born in 1744 before being sent to 
England for his education. Richard returned to England to become M.P. for Bristol in 1754 after his elder brother, William Beckford (No.317), 
managed his election campaign, however Richard would die just a couple years later in 1756 when his son, William, inherited the majority of his 
estates in Britain and Jamaica, which included four sugar estates and 910 slaves, with a total value of some £120,000 sterling. William matriculated at 
Balliol a few years later, in 1762, and was made M.A. in 1765. He travelled extensively in Europe and was married before returning to Jamaica in 
1774, where he attempted to reinvigorate his failing estates. A mixture of misfortunes and poor judgments combined, however, to result in William 
being arrested and thrown into debtors’ prison upon his return to England in 1786. Whilst in prison, and in the years after his release, William wrote 
a number of significant texts including Remarks upon the situation of the negroes in Jamaica, impartially made from a local experience of nearly thirteen years in that 
island which was first published in 1788, and provided a strident defence of the institution of slavery, and his 1790 text entitled A Descriptive Account of 
the Island of Jamaica: with Remarks upon the Cultivation of the Sugar-Cane throughout the Different Seasons of the Year, and Chiefly Considered in a Picturesque Point of 
View. He died in 1799.22 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.21 Anthony Cunyngham 1746 ???? 27 Oct 1763 Daniel Cunyngham Middlesex £10 1763 
Anthony Cunyngham was the son of Daniel Cunyngham of Hampton, Middlesex, and Elizabeth, daughter of Anthony Hodges of Montserrat. His 
great-grandfather was Richard Cuningham of Glengarnock, a staunch Royalist who fled Britain after the Battle of Preston, and acquired a valuable 
plantation on Saint Kitts in the West Indies. From this point on many members of his family owned and inherited plantations on the island 
including his grandfather, Richard Cunyngham, and brother, Robert Cunyngham. 
 

                                                 
22 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.14, Balliol College Archives; William Beckford, Balliol, 1725, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.86; Richard Beckford, Balliol, 1728, Alumni 
Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.86; Perry Gauci, William Beckford: First Prime Minister of the London Empire, (London: Yale University Press, 2013); ODNB entry for William Beckford 
(1709-1770): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1903; ODNB entry for Peter Beckford (1672/3-1735): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/50423; ODNB entry for Peter Beckford 
(1643-1710): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/50424; ODNB entry for William Beckford (1744-1799): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1904; ODNB entry for William 
Beckford (1744-1799): https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1904; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/beckford-william-1709-70; 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/beckford-richard-1712-56; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-
1790/member/beckford-julines-1717-64; LBS record for Peter Beckford (1673-1735): https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146640629; LBS record for William Beckford 
(1709-1770): https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146640587; LBS record for Richard Beckford (1712-1756): https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146651341; LBS 
record for Julines Beckford (????-1764): https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146650155; LBS record for William Beckford (1744-1799): 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146634868. Picture taken from ODNB entry for William Beckford. 
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Anthony Cunyngham was born c.1746, and matriculated at Balliol in 1763. Three years later, in 1766 when his elder brother Robert Cunyngham 
died, he inherited several plantations which were held in trust for him. Anthony Cunyngham most likely married, and left a son of the same name 
when he died in 1828.23 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.22 Philip Ludwell Grymes c.1746 1805 21 April, 1764 Philip Grymes Virginia £10 1764 

Philip Ludwell Grymes was the son of Philip Grymes of Brandon, Virginia, and his wife Mary, 
daughter of Sir John Randolph of Williamsburg. The Grymes family of Virginia can be traced back to 
Reverend Charles Grymes, who was a Royalist exile forced to flee England in the 1640s, during the 
Civil War. The family firmly established themselves over the course of the following one hundred 
years and had become major landholders by the time Philip Grymes was born in 1721, owning several 
different plantations including Brandon, a large plantation to the south of Rappahannock River which 
was acquired by Rev. Charles Grymes grandson, John Grymes. Philip Grymes was most probably 
educated at William and Mary College, and was a Burgess for Middlesex County, Virginia, in 1748 
before being appointed to the colonial council from 1751 until his death in 1762. He was also the 
Receiver General from 1749-54, like his father before him.  
 
Philip Ludwell Grymes was born in c.1746 and was sent to England for his education where he 
attended Eton before matriculating at Balliol in 1764. He was back in Virginia by 1769, however, when 

he was a member of the House of Burgesses for Middlesex County before vacating his seat and becoming the Sheriff. He also served on the House 
of Delegates for Middlesex County in 1778 and 1802 and became a member of the Colonial Council in 1803. He married twice, first to Elizabeth, 
daughter of William Randolph and then to Judith, daughter of Ralph Wormeley, with whom he had a single daughter. He died in 1805. His last will 
and testament coupled with an appraisal of his slaves and plantations conduced in 1808, three years after his death, gives an indication of his wealth 
and reliance on slave labour. The report shows that Philip Ludwell Grymes owned 229 slaves, spread across 6 plantations, and with a combined 
“value” of $12,777. The slaves ranged from Billy, a 3-month-old baby boy valued at $10 to Rose, a 70 year old woman valued at $9 and to John, a 25 
year old man valued at $120. 
 
Philip Grymes’s cousin was Benjamin Grymes, another wealthy plantation owner. Infamously, Benjamin Grymes had a son, named William Grimes, 
with a slave working on a neighbouring plantation. William Grimes was owned by at least ten different masters before escaping to New York City, 

                                                 
23 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.14, Balliol College Archives; Anthony Cunyngham, Balliol, 1763, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.327; LBS entry for Anthony Cunyngham: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146645425; LBS entry for Daniel Cunyngham: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146658387; LBS entry for Robert 
Cunyngham: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146662369; Vere Langford Oliver (ed.), Caribbeana being Miscellaneous Papers Relating to the History, Genealogy, Topography, and 
Antiquities of the British West Indies, Vol. I, (London: Mitchell Hughes and Clarke, 1910), p.100-102; Roberdeau Buchanan, Genealogy of the Roberdeau Family, (Washington: Joseph L. 
Pearson, 1876). 
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and eventually settling in New Haven, Connecticut. He became a successful barber with many clients coming to him from nearby Yale College 
before he was traced by his former master and forced to purchase his freedom. Following this episode, William Grimes wrote his autobiography, 
Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave considered one of the most important works of its kind.24 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.23 Robert Æmilius Irving 1755 1794 9 Feb 1776 James Irving South Carolina, 

and Jamaica 
£10 1776 

Robert Æmilius Irving was the son of James Irving (Snr), of South Carolina and Jamaica, and his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob Motte who was 
born in Dublin, Ireland, but moved to Charleston, South Carolina before the birth of his daughter. James Irving (Snr) was the son of William Irving 
of Bonshaw Dumfriesshire, Scotland, and relocated to Charleston, South Carolina, where he married Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob Motte, in c.1746. 
James Irving (Jnr), the eldest son of James Irving (Snr), was born in Charleston along with several other siblings before the family relocated to 
Kingston, Jamaica, in 1754 where, over the next twenty years, he amassed a large amount of property on the island including Hartfield Estate, Irving 
Estate, and Irving Tower. 
 
Robert Æmilius Irving was born in Jamaica c.1755, shortly after the family had relocated to the island, and was sent to England for his education. 
His father died on 4th November 1775 when Robert Æmilius Irving, along with his three brothers, inherited their father’s Jamaican estates as tenants 
in common. Robert Æmilius Irving matriculated at Balliol just months later, in February 1776. Whilst at Balliol, Robert Æmilius Irving became close 
friends with Thomas Townley Parker, a student at Brasenose College who matriculated in 1779. Through this friendship, he met Thomas Townley 
Parker’s sister, to whom he became engaged although the wedding ultimately never came to fruition, and Miss Parker ultimately married another 
man. Robert Æmilius Irving returned to Jamaica and died unmarried in 1794, at the home of his sister.25 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.24 Davies Davenport 1757 1837 Migrated? Davies Davenport Cheshire £10 1776 
Davies Davenport III was the son and heir of Davies Davenport II (No.283) and his wife Phoebe, daughter and coheir of Richard Davenport of 
Calvely. Davies Davenport III’s grandfather, Davis Davenport I, was a successful barrister and his grandmother was the daughter of John Ward of 
Capesthorne, puisne justice of Chester 1711-14, treasurer of the Inner Temple in 1722 and a leading Tory politician in the North East representing 

                                                 
24 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.14, Balliol College Archives; Philip Ludwell Grymes, Balliol, 1764, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.2, p.575; Anon, ‘Grymes of Brandon’, The 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 27:2, 27:3/4, 28:1, 28:2, 28:3, pp.184-187, 403-413, 90-96, 187-192, 283-285; Carroll C. Chowning, ‘Some Colonial Homes of Middlesex 
County’, The William and Mary Quarterly, 22:2, pp.142-160; pp.151-154; p.532-537; William Grimes, Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave, Eilliam L. Andrews and  Regina E. Mason 
(eds.), (Oxford: OUP, 2008). Picture of a young Philip Ludwell Grymes alongside his brothers and sisters, printed in William Grimes, Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave, 
Eilliam L. Andrews and  Regina E. Mason (eds.), (Oxford: OUP, 2008), p.82. 
25 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.14, Balliol College Archives; Robert Irving, Balliol, 1776, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.2, p.731; Thomas Townley Parker, Brasenose, 1779, 
Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.1069; Sir Æmilius Irving, James Irving of Ironshore and his Descendants, 1713-1918, L. Homfray Irving (ed.), (Toronto: College Press, 1918), pp.1-8; 
LBS entry for James Irving the Elder: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146644453, James Irving II: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146644461, Robert 
Æmilius Irving: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146644457. 
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Newton 1703-1715 and Thetford 1715-22. Davies Davenport II, who matriculated at Balliol in 1740-1, was also a successful barrister. Davies 
Davenport III was born just six months before both his parents died, and he was most likely raised by his uncle, Sir Thomas Davenport, 7th son of 
Davies Davenport I. 
 
Sir Thomas was educated at Westminster, Brasenose College, Oxford, and the Inner Temple, where he was called to the Bar in 1754. He served as 
M.P. for Newton from 1780 until his death in 1786, and was Solicitor-General to the Queen in 1781-2, and a serjeant-at-law in 1783 when he was 
also knighted. He married Jane, daughter of Robert Seel, a wealthy tobacco trader and merchant of Liverpool who had ties to the slave trade. Sir 
Thomas Davenport’s brother, William Davenport, was a major figure in Liverpool’s slave trade investing in about 160 slaving voyages which 
employed some seventy ships. Of the accounts which have survived, it is apparent that William Davenport invested some £60,000 into these 
voyages with three of his brothers, including Sir Thomas Davenport, investing a further £25,000. 
 
Davis Davenport matriculated at Brasenose in 1775 and most likely migrated to Balliol sometime before making his benefaction in 1776. He served 
as the High Sheriff of Cheshire in 1783, and was M.P. for Cheshire from 1806 until 1830, during which the Ministry of All the Talents thought him 
adverse to the abolition of the slave trade, though he is not known to have opposed the bill in the House. Davies Davenport III was a major 
beneficiary of his uncle, William Davenport, when the latter died in 1797. 26 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.25 Banaster Parker c.1759 1788 24 Jan 1777 Robert Parker Lancashire £10 1777 
Banaster Parker (Jnr) was the son of Robert Parker of Cuerden Hall, Lancashire, and his wife Ann, daughter of Thomas Townley of Royle. Banaster 
Parker (Jnr)’s paternal grandparents, Banastre Parker (Snr) of Extwistle Hall and Anne, daughter and co-heiress of William Clayton of Fulwood, 
built Cuerden Hall in 1717, when the family relocated to Cuerden from Extwistle Hall located close to the nearby village of Worsthorne. Banaster 
Parker (Jnr) was born c.1759 and matriculated at Balliol in 1777. In 1783 he married Anne, daughter of William Hulton of Hulton Park, Lancashire. 
He died, without children, five years later in 1788, when he was succeeded by his younger brother, Thomas-Townley Parker. 
 

                                                 
26 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.14, Balliol College Archives; Davies Davenport, Brasenose, 1775, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.341; John Buke, and John Bernard Burke, 
A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Landed Gentry of Great Britain & Ireland, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), p.311; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1790-
1820/member/davenport-davies-1757-1837; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1690-1715/member/ward-john-iii-1670-1749; David Richardson, ‘The Papers of William 
Davenport & Co., 1745-1797: A brief introduction’, https://boa.microform.digital/collections/12/view; David Richardson, ‘Profits in the Liverpool Slave Trade: The Accounts of 
William Davenport, 1757-1784’, in Roger Anstey and P. E. H. Hair (eds.), Liverpool, The African Slave Trade, and Abolition, Vol. II, (Liverpool: Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire Occasional Series, 1976), pp.60-90. David Richardson, ‘The Papers of William Davenport & Co., 1745-1797: A brief introduction’, 
https://boa.microform.digital/collections/12/view; David Richardson, ‘Profits in the Liverpool Slave Trade: The Accounts of William Davenport, 1757-1784’, in Roger Anstey 
and P. E. H. Hair (eds.), Liverpool, The African Slave Trade, and Abolition, Vol. II, (Liverpool: Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire Occasional Series, 1976), pp.60-90; 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/davenport-thomas-1734-86; Nicholas James Radburn, ‘William Davenport, the Slave Trade, and 
Merchant Enterprise in Eighteenth-Century Liverpool’, unpublished thesis submitted in 2009 to Victoria University of Wellington, available online at 
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/ff50/833a637ca29b787f5110a3c02a97c6e43304.pdf; Slave Voyages Database, available online at: https://www.slavevoyages.org. 
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The aforementioned William Clayton of Fulwood, Banaster Parker Jnr’s great-grandfather, was the Mayor of Liverpool in 1689 when he also 
became an Alderman of Liverpool. He became an M.P. for Liverpool for the first time in 1698 until 1708 and then again from 1713 until 1715, the 
same year in which he died. Like many other individuals involved in politics in Liverpool over this period, William Clayton was a wealthy and 
extremely prominent merchant, trading primarily in sugar and tobacco. After the Royal African Company lost its monopoly on the slave trade in 
1698, however, he quickly moved into the slave trade for the first time in 1699. Over the next twelve years, William Clayton owned, or co-owned, 5 
slave ships (LIVERPOOL MERCHANT, PATIENCE, ELIZABETH, AFRICA, and UNION), which together were responsible for the 
transportation of 1287 slaves from Calabar, and other African ports, to Barbados and Kingston, among other destinations. Three of these ships 
were co-owned by William Clayton and John Earle, who had collaborated together on various commercial projects since the latter arrived in 
Liverpool in 1688.27 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.26 George Lyttelton 1763 1828 24 April, 1781 William Henry Lyttelton Jamaica, West 

Indies 
£20 1781 

                                                 
27 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.15, Balliol College Archives; Banaster Parker, Balliol, 1777, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.1065; John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A 
Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Landed Gentry of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol. II, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), p.1000; 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/clayton-william-1650-1715;  
Slave Voyages Database: https://www.slavevoyages.org, Voyage IDs: 15122, 20587, 24083, 24240, 24275; ‘Will of William Clayton’: PROB 11/549/195, TNA. Additional research 
should utilise ‘The Earle Collection’, National Museums Liverpool: Maritime Archives and Library, D/EARLE among other sources. 
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George Fulke Lyttelton was the son of William Henry Lyttelton, 1st Baron Lyttelton and his wife Mary, 
daughter of James Macartney, son of a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in Ireland and himself a 
Member of the Irish House of Commons for Longford Borough and latterly for Granard. William Henry 
Lyttelton was the sixth son of Sir Thomas Lyttelton, 4th Bart., and was educated at Eton and St Mary Hall, 
Oxford, before being admitted to the Middle Temple in 1743 where he was called to the Bar in 1748. William 
Henry Lyttelton did not pursue a career in the Law, however, preferring to enter politics and became M.P. 
for Bewdley for the first time from 1748 to 1755 after which he left for South Carolina having been awarded 
the governorship of the colony. 
 
William Henry Lyttleton was recalled to England in 1760, at which time he married his first wife, Mary 
Macartney, before leaving to take up the post of Governor of Jamaica. Shortly after his departure, his wife 
died and his first son, George Fulke Lyttelton, was born in 1763. William Henry Lyttelton was raised to the 
Irish peerage in 1776 and succeeded his nephew, Thomas Lyttelton, 2nd Baronet Lyttelton, three years later 
whereupon he inherited the family estates. George Fulke Lyttelton matriculated at Balliol in 1781, and 
became M.P. for Bewdley from 1790-1796 during which he was a member of the West India Interest. He 
succeeded his father as the 2nd Baron Lyttelton in 1808, but became mentally unstable shortly thereafter and, 
although was apparently showing some signs of recovery, died unmarried in 1828.28 

No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.27 Henry Vigor c.1764 1795 30 Oct 1781 Robert Vigor Bristol £10 1781 
This Henry Vigor, son of Robert Vigor of Bristol, is probably Henry (Tripp) Vigor, son of Robert Vigor of Bristol and his second wife Sarah, 
daughter of James Hall of Bristol. Robert Vigor was the son of John Vigor, a Bristol malster and Robert Vigor was a co-owner of a glass house. In 
addition, Robert Vigor was a co-owner of a slave ship named LION, which, in 1759 transported some 479 slaves from Sierra Leone, Windward 
Coast, and Cape Coast Castle to St Kitts, of whom 114, nearly 25%, died during middle passage. 
 

                                                 
28 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.15, Balliol College Archives; George Lyttelton, Balliol, 1781, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.887; ODNB entry for William Henry 
Lyttelton: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/17311; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/lyttelton-william-henry-1724-1808; 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1790-1820/member/lyttelton-hon-george-fulke-1763-1828; Christer Petley, White Fury: A Jamaican Slaveholder and the Age of 
Revolution, (Oxford: OUP, 2018), p.98-101; Gregory E. O’Malley, Final Passages: The Intercolonial Slave Trade of British America, 1619-1807, (Virginia: University of North Carolina Press, 
2014), p.139-145; LBS entry for Hon. George Fulke Lyttelton: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146650195; G.E. Cockayne, Complete Baronetage, Vol. I, (Exeter: William 
Pollard & Co., 1900), p.118. Further research should focus on the ‘William Henry Lyttelton Papers’, Clements Library, University of Michigan; see also 
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/c/F70594. 1784 Portrait of George Fulke Lyttelton by Prince Hoare, National Trust, Stourhead. 
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Henry Vigor was born c.1764 and matriculated at Balliol in 1781. He married Clarrisa Stonhouse and died in 1795, without children, whereupon his 
brother-in-law, Rev. Timothy Stonhouse, Vicar of Sunningwell, assumed the additional surname of Vigor as a condition on his inheriting from 
Henry.29 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.28 Samuel Peach Peach 

(Cruger) 
c.1767 1845 13 Nov 1783 Henry Cruger Bristol and New 

York 
£10 1783 

Samuel Peach Cruger was the son of Henry Cruger (Jnr) of New York and Bristol and Ellin Hannah, daughter of Samuel Peach of Bristol. His 
grandfather Henry Cruger (Snr) was a North American merchant and member of the New York Assembly and Council. He was an owner of slave 
plantations in Jamaica, and was engaged in lucrative trade between the ports of Bristol, Jamaica, Curacao, and the African coast, including trade in 
slaves. In 1739 he built, together with several business partners, New York’s largest wharf. 
 
John Harris Cruger, elder brother of Henry Cruger (Jnr), inherited Henry Cruger (Snr)’s Jamaican property however Henry Cruger (Jnr), who was 
born in New York, also owned plantations in Jamaica and St. Croix. He was sent to Bristol in 1757 by his father, and married Ellen Peach. Ellen 
Peach’s father, Samuel Peach, was a wealthy Bristol linen-draper, banker and slave-trader, who co-owned two slave ships (CAPE COAST and 
KINGSTON), which together transported 742 slaves to Charleston over the course of two voyages. This Samuel Peach should not be confused 
with his better-known cousin and namesake, Samuel Peach, merchant and M.P. for Cricklade 1775-6. Henry Cruger (Jnr) was the Mayor of Bristol, 
and also as an M.P. for Bristol before returning to New York where he became a member of the New York State Senate. 
 
Samuel Peach Cruger, who was born in 1767 and matriculated at Balliol in 1783, inherited Samuel Peach’s fortune alongside a considerable portion 
of his property including Tackington House in Gloucester, when his maternal grandfather died in 1785 and, by the time he married Clarrisa, 
daughter of Charles Partridge, three years later in 1788 he had changed his name to Samuel Peach Peach. Henry Cruger (Jnr) returned to New York 
in 1790 whilst still M.P. for Bristol, however Samuel Peach Peach decided to stay in Britain where he would eventually die, in 1845.30 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 

                                                 
29 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.15, Balliol College Archives; Henry Vigor, Balliol, 1781, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.4, p.1472; John Burke, A General and Heraldic Dictionary of 
the Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 5th edn., (London: Henry Colburn, 1838), p.916; Slave Voyages Database: https://www.slavevoyages.org, Voyage ID: 17440; Madge 
Dresser, Slavery Obscured: The Social History of the Slave Trade in an English Provincial Port, (London: Bloomsbury, 2016), p.101, 117, n.32, 121. 
30 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.15, Balliol College Archives; Samuel Peach Peach, Balliol, 1783, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, p.1083; ODNB entry for Henry Cruger (jnr): 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/40188; R. Paul Mason, ‘Neglected Histories: The Cruger Family and the Roots of American Independence’, Journal of The American Revolution, 
April 2017; Madge Dresser, Slavery Obscured: The Social History of the Slave Trade in an English Provincial Port, (London: Bloomsbury, 2016), p.115, 126-7, 139; P. T. Underdown, ‘Henry 
Cruger and Edmund Burke: Colleagues and Rivals at the Bristol Election of 1774’, The William and Mary Quarterly, 15(1), pp.14-34; LBS entry for Henry Cruger senior: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146655317; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1754-1790/member/cruger-henry-1739-1827; ‘Will of Samuel Peach Peach of Olveston, 
Gloucester’, PROB 11/2025/346, TNA; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/peach-samuel-1725-90; ‘Will of Samuel Peach’, PROB 
11/1154/296, TNA; Slave Voyages Database: https://www.slavevoyages.org (17422, 17460). 
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A.29 John Mills Jackson 1764 1836 7 July 1783 Josias Jackson St. Vincent, West 
Indies 

£10 1785 

John Mills Jackson was the son of Josias [Josiah] Jackson (Snr) M.D of St Vincent, West Indies, and his wife Elizabeth Gerrald of Saint Kitts, West 
Indies. John Mills Jackson’s father, and several of his brothers, were slave owners including William Jackson, M.D. of St Vincent, Col. Edward 
Jackson, who was the owner of Palmiste Park Estate on St. Vincent, and Josias Jackson (Jnr), who owned several plantations on St Vincent and also 
served as M.P. for Southampton from 1807-1812. In addition, his sister Elizabeth Gerrald Jackson married Drewry Ottley, President and Chief 
Justice of St Vincent. 
 
John Mills Jackson was born in 1764 on the island of Saint Kitts and matriculated at Balliol in 1783 before returning to the West Indies where he 
owned property on St Vincent. His brother, Josias Jackson, fought in the Second Carib War of 1795, a conflict which John Mills Jackson blames for 
the loss of a considerable amount of property and money. A few years after British victory in 1797, John Mills Jackson served as aide-de-camp to St 
Vincent’s Commander-in-Chief, before returning to England and then travelling to lower Canada where he inherited property, and later to upper 
Canada where he purchased property. Whilst living in Canada he worked as a merchant and did get married, although it is not known to whom, and 
had two daughters. Whilst living in Canada, he became well known for his strident and outspoken opposition to the administration of Upper 
Canada, and, in 1809, was the author of a well read and widely circulated pamphlet entitled A view of the Political Situation of the Province of Upper Canada, 
in North America; in which her physical capacity is stated ; the means of diminishing her burden, increasing her value, and securing her connection to Great Britain, are fully 
considered.31 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.30 Rev. James Stuart 1743 c.1805 --------------------- Alexander Stuart Banffshire £400 c.1805 
Rev. James Stuart was the only son of Alexander Stuart of Boyndie, Banffshire, and his wife Isobel, daughter of a Mr Simpson, and claimed descent 
from the Stuarts of Ordens. He was born in 1743 and given some education in Boyndie and prepared for the Church before emigrating to America 
where he became Rector of George Town and All Saints, South Carolina, and Rector and later Chaplain to the King’s Rangers during the War of 
Independence but resigned in 1877. As a loyalist, his property was subject to confiscation and, as revealed in his subsequent claim to the 
Parliamentary Commission to Loyalist Claims, he owned considerable property in North America which generated some £400 annually and may 
have been a slave plantation. At any rate, his testimony confirms that he was a slave owner. After resigning his post, Rev. James Stuart travelled 
between America and the West Indies, before returning to Britain where he died in 1805. His last will and testament contained several charitable 
donations, which were chiefly concerned with education. Accordingly, he left generous legacies to the Academies of Banff and Fordyce, as well as to 

                                                 
31 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.15, Balliol College Archives; John Mills Jackson, Balliol, 1783, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.2, p.736; Frances G. Halpenny (ed.), Dictionary of 
Canadian Biography, Vol. VII, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1988), p.438-9; LBS entries for several members of the family including for John Mills Jackson: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146662617; Vere Langford Oliver, Caribbeana: Being Miscellaneous papers relating to the History, Genealogy, Topography, and Antiquities of the 
British West Indies, Vol. III, (London: Mitchell Hughes and Clarke, 1914), p.97-9. John Mills Jackson, A view of the Political Situation of the Province of Upper Canada, in North America; in 
which her physical capacity is stated ; the means of diminishing her burden, increasing her value, and securing her connection to Great Britain, are fully considered, (London: Jackson, 1809); John Venn and 
J.A. Venn, (eds.), Alumni Cantabrigienses, Vol. 2 Part 4, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1951), Drewry Ottley, p.607. 
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the five universities in Scotland. In addition to this, Rev. James Stuart also left Balliol four shares in the Liverpool Waterworks and three shares in 
the Plymouth-Dock Undertaking.32 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.31 Thomas Laurence 

Kington Oliphant 
1831 1902 21 March 

1850 
Thomas Kington Bristol - Somerset £125 1902 

Thomas Laurence Kington Oliphant, 11th of Gask (Thomas assumed the additional name of Oliphant in 1864), was the eldest son of Thomas 
Kington (Jnr) of Clifton, Bristol, and his wife Margaret, daughter of Laurence Oliphant, 8th of Gask. Thomas Laurence Kington Oliphant’s paternal 
grandfather was Thomas Kington (Snr), who may have been involved in trade with the West Indies, and owned slave estates in Jamaica. It is hard to 
be certain as it is difficult to differentiate between him and his son and namesake, Thomas Kington (Jnr), who certainly did own estates in the West 
Indies. It is possible, therefore, that Thomas Kington (Jnr) co-owned the Hague and Johnston Pen estates in Jamaica with his uncle, Philip John 
Miles, in 1817 when he was twenty-one years of age, or else this was his father. Either way, Thomas Kington (Jnr) inherited all his father’s real estate 
when the latter died in 1827, was a partner in Miles and Kington Co., and was involved with multiple estates in Jamaica and Trinidad in the 1830s, 
successfully claiming compensation from the Slave Compensation Commission for ten of them. After emancipation, Miles and Kington Co. turned 
their attention to New Zealand’s colonial trade. Thomas Kington (Jnr) married Margaret, daughter of Laurence Oliphant, 8th of Gask, and had 
several children including Thomas Laurence Kington Oliphant. 
 
Thomas Laurence Kington Oliphant was born in 1831 and was educated at Eton and Balliol College, where he matriculated in 1850 and graduated 
B.A. in 1854. In 1856, he married Frances Dorothy, daughter of Samuel Henry Jebb, and was called to the Bar at the Inner Temple two years later in 
1858. He worked as a lawyer until he succeeded his Aunt, Rachel Oliphant, to the Gask estate in 1864, and took the additional name of Oliphant to 
fulfil the terms of his inheritance. He served as a Justice of the Peace and as Deputy Lieutenant of Perthshire but focused his attention on the study 
of history and language, becoming a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries and publishing several books. He died, without children, in 1902 leaving 
Balliol his portrait, the Great Bible of 1583, and a one twentieth share of the proceeds of shares in the London Labourers Dwelling Society bought 
using the residue and remainder of his fortune and Gask estate, which was sold after his death.33 

                                                 
32 Henry D. Bull (ed.), ‘A Note on James Stuart, Loyalist Clergyman in South Carolina’, Journal of South Carolina, 12:4 (1946), pp.570 – 575; Maitland Club, Deeds 
Instituting  Bursaries and scholarships and other Foundations in the College and University of Glasgow, (Glasgow: Printed for the Maitland Club, 1850), pp.191-193); 
Stephen Mullen and Simon Newman, ‘Slavery, Abolition, and the University of Glasgow: Report and Recommendations of the University of Glasgow History of Slavery 
Steering Committee’, available online at: https://www.gla.ac.uk/media/Media_607547_smxx.pdf. 
33 Trust Fund Documents; Thomas Laurence Kington Oliphant, Balliol, 1850, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol. 3, p.1040; Peter Beauclerk Dewar (ed.), Burke’s Landed Gentry of 
Great Britain: The Kingdom of Scotland, Vol. 1, 19th edn., (Wilmington, Delaware: Burke’s Peerage and gentry, 2001), pp.1123-1124; Edward Walford (ed.), The County Families of the 
United Kingdom or Royal Manual of the Titled and Untitled Aristocracy of England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, (London: Chatto and Windus, 1899), p.585; LBS entry for Thomas Kington 
senior: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146635318, Thomas Kington the Younger: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/44502, Philip John Miles: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/19118; Grahame E. Farr, Records of Bristol Ships, 1800-1838 (vessels over 150 tons), (Bristol: Bristol Record Society, 1950), PRINCESS 
CHARLOTTE, pp.54-5, ELIZABETH, p.173-4, AJAX, pp.192-3; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1820-1832/member/miles-philip-1774-1845;  
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No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.32 E. S. P. Haynes 1877 1949 1896 Edmund Child 

Haynes 
London £300 1908 

Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes, (better known as E.S.P. Haynes) was the son of Edmund Child Haynes and Grace Mary 
Nicholas, daughter of Sir Richard Pollock. His paternal grandfather was Capt. Henry Haynes of Bath who was born in 1777 
and joined the navy at an early age. He served aboard HMS CRESCENT when, in 1799, it was sent to the West Indies and 
succeeded in capturing EL GALGO, a Spanish corvette. He was promoted to Lieutenant in 1801 and served aboard the 
PRINCE OF WALES during the Second Battle of Copenhagen in 1807 during which he distinguished himself and was 
subsequently made the acting commander of HMS HEBE and later the commander of HMS SAPPHIRE on the Halifax 
and Jamaica stations. In 1816 he married Harriet Watkins, daughter of Thomas Oliver with a settlement of £2500. Thomas 
Oliver was born in Antigua c.1774 into a wealthy slave owning family, and inherited a great fortune from his grandfather, 
James Brown of Antigua, and his great-uncle, Robert Oliver of Antigua. He was the owner of the Friar’s Hill estate in 
Antigua from 1815 and, from 1821 until 1832, co-owner with his son-in-law, Capt. Henry Haynes. Capt. Henry Haynes and 
Harriet Watkins had two children including an only son and principal beneficiary of his father’s will, Freeman Oliver 
Haynes.  

 
Freeman Oliver Haynes was born c.1818 and educated in France and Germany before matriculating at Gonville and Caius where he graduated B.A. 
in 1840 as the 15th Wrangler and became a Fellow in 1843, the same year in which he married Emily, daughter of Robert Child. Freeman Oliver 
Haynes was admitted to Lincoln’s Inn where he was called to the Bar in 1845, after which he worked as an equity draftsman and conveyancer on the 
South Eastern Circuit. Freeman Oliver Haynes and Emily Haynes had some thirteen children including Edmund Child Haynes who was born c.1846 
and educated at Queens’ College, Cambridge, where he graduated BA in 1868 and elected a Fellow. From 1871 he worked as a solicitor at Messrs 
Hunter, Gwatkin and Haynes in London. In 1876 he married Grace Mary Nicolas, daughter of Major-General Sir Richard Pollock. 
 
The Pollock family were a junior branch of the Pollocks of Balgray, Dumfriesshire. David Pollock, great-great-great-grandfather of Grace Mary 
Nicolas Haynes, was a yeoman in Durham whose descendants worked in various occupations in different parts of Britain steadily becoming more 
wealthy before David Pollock, Grace’s great-grandfather, relocated his family to London where he set up a saddlery, securing the official custom of 
the royal family. Among the next generation, several of whom achieved prominence in their fields, was Sir (Jonathan) Frederick Pollock, 1st bart., 
M.P. for Huntington, Attorney General, Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer and noted mathematician, who was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society in 1816. Among his several notable children was his sixth son and Grace’s father, Major-General Sir Richard Pollock, who joined the EIC’s 
Bengal Army as a young man and rose up the ranks until he was made Commissioner of Peshwar in 1866. Edmund Child and Grace Mary Nicolas 
Haynes had several children including Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes. 
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Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes was born in 1877 and educated at Eton College, where he was a king’s scholar, before matriculating at Balliol in 
1896 where he was a Brakenbury Scholar. After graduating B.A. in 1899, Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes decided upon a career in the Law and was 
articled to his father in 1900. Five years later, in 1905, he married Oriana Huxley Waller, a cousin of Noel Trevenen Huxley (Balliol, 1880) and niece 
to Leonard Huxley (No.372). Over the course of his life, Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes published on various topics and especially divorce, a 
subject on which he campaigned as the founder of the Divorce Law Reform Union. Though greatly admired, and generally popular within London’s 
literary circles, a darker side of his character epitomised by his penchant for shocking young men with his collection of extreme sadomasochistic 
pornography, and rumours that he would ‘beat his dog and got his manservant to beat him’, indicate a less pleasant side to his nature. 
 
Whilst at Balliol, Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes presumably became close friends with James Neil Hinton Hall, son of Rev. William Hall of 
Folkestone, who was a fellow Brakenbury Scholar and matriculated in 1895, the year before Edmund, but who died in 1898. In 1911, possibly 
inspired by his father who died the year before and left Queens’ College, Cambridge, £2000 to endow a studentship, gave Balliol college £300 to 
establish the James Hall Prize for an essay in the political sciences.34 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
A.33 Mary Augusta Elton 1839 1900 --------------- Richard Strachey Somerset £1500 1914 
Mary Augusta Elton was the daughter of Richard Strachey of Ashwick Grove, Somerset, and Anne Marie Powell. Mary Augusta Elton’s paternal 
grandfather was Sir Henry Strachey, 1st Bart, who was born into an impoverished family but made a great fortune in India working as the private 
secretary to Lord Clive. Upon returning to England in 1767, he was able to pay off the heavy debts on Sutton Court which he had inherited from his 
father whilst in India, and subsequently served variously as M.P. for Pontefract, Bishop’s Caste, Saltash, and East Grinstead over the following forty 
years. 
 
Mary Augusta was born in 1839 and married, in 1863, Charles Issac Elton, the son of Frederick Bayard Elton and his first wife (and distant relative) 
Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Charles Abraham Elton, 6th Bart. His family traced their roots to sixteenth century Bristol, with the family fortune 
being made by Charles Isaac Elton’s Great-great-great grandfather, Sir Abraham Elton 1st Bart, the son of a market-gardener who was a pioneer of 
Bristol’s brass, iron, copper, glass, and pottery industries. A Whig M.P. for Bristol from 1722 until 1727, and Treasurer of the Merchant Venturers 

                                                 
34 Trust Fund Documents; ODNB entry for Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/38874; Ronald William Clark, The Huxleys, (New York: McGraw-
Hill, 1968), p.244; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1820-1832/member/pollock-jonathan-1783-1870; ODNB entry for Sir (Jonathan) Frederick: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/22479; Sir Ivo Elliott, The Balliol College Register 1833 - 1933, 2nd edn., (Oxford: For private Circulation, 1934), ‘James Neil Hinton Hall’, p.225, 
Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes, p.232; Frederick Arthur Crisp (eds.), Visitation of England and Wales, Vol. 4, (London: Privately printed, 1902), pp.119 – 123; LBS entry for Capt. 
Henry Haynes R.N.: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146640409; LBS entry for Thomas Oliver: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146640411; Sylvanus Urban 
(ed.), The Gentleman’s Magazine, Vol. IX 2nd Series, Jan – June 1838, (London: William Pickering, John Bowyer Nichols and Son, 1838), p.542; John Marshall, Royal Naval Biography: 
Or Memoirs of the Services of all the Flag- Officers, Superannuated Rear-Admirals, Retired-Captains, Post-Captains, and Commanders, Supplement Part Three, (London: Longman, Rees, Orme, 
Brown, and Green, 1829), pp.252-3; ACAD Database: Edmund Child Haynes (HNS864EC), Freeman Oliver Haynes (HNS836FO), Herbert Pollock Gilbert Haynes (HNS877HP). 
Photograph of E.S.P Haynes taken from Anon, ‘Are We Losing Our Liberty? A Review of a Notable Book by Mr. E.S.P. Haynes’, The Bystander, 2 Aug., 1916. 
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from 1705 to 1708, and Master from 1708 to 1709, Sir Abraham Elton 1st Bart had many links to the slave trade, especially through his involvement 
in the brass and copper industries. By 1709, he had amassed enough wealth to purchase Cleveland Court and, five years later in 1714, Whitestaunton 
for which he paid £11, 642. By the time he died in 1728, he left a fortune estimated at £100,000 which was principally divided between his two 
surviving sons. The family’s connections with the slave trade strengthened during the next generation, with his middle son owning a Jamaican 
plantation, and all three of his sons investing in slave ships and petitioning Parliament as South Carolina traders in 1731, and subsequently as West 
India traders in 1738. This included his youngest son, Jacob Elton, Mayor of Bristol in 1733 and Great-great grandfather of the benefactor, who is 
almost certainly the Jacob Elton who invested in the JOSEPH GALLY, PELLICAN, and PROVIS GALLY, that together completed four voyages 
between Africa and the West Indies, transporting a total of 1030 enslaved people of whom 882 are registered as arriving at their destination. Both of 
Jacob Elton’s sons served as mayor of Bristol including his second son, and the benefactor’s Great Grandfather, Isaac Elton (I), who assumed the 
office in 1761. The eldest son of Isaac Elton (I), Isaac Elton (II), the benefactor’s grandfather, was born in 1739. Both Isaac Elton (I) and Isaac 
Elton (II) were involved in trade and both invested in ships though it is not clear in each case which Isaac Elton invested in WESTMORELAND, 
MARLBOROUGH, and CONSTANTINE which in 1755, 1759, and 1766 respectively transported enslaved people from Africa to Jamaica. 
Though not involved in the slave trade, Frederick Bayard Elton, the youngest child of Isaac Elton (II) and father of the benefactor was heavily 
involved with the British empire. Employed as a writer by the EIC in 1830, he rose to become Collector and Magistrate of Nellore some 25 years 
later, before retiring in 1860 and returning to England where he died 1878. 
 
Charles Isaac Elton was born in 1839 and educated at Cheltenham before matriculating at Balliol in 1857 and graduating B.A. in 1862 whereupon he 
became a Fellow of Queen’s College before becoming a barrister in 1865, Q.C. in 1885, and a Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn in 1887. He was M.P. for 
West Somerset in 1884 and Wellington, Somerset from 1886 until 1892. In 1869, Charles Isaac Elton apparently unexpectedly inherited 
Whitestaunton Manor from his uncle, Robert James Elton. As noted above, Whitestaunton Manor was originally bought by Sir Abraham Elton 1st 
Bart for £11, 642 in 1714. From there it had descended to Jacob Elton, Isaac Elton (I), Isaac Elton (II), Isaac Elton (III), Robert James Elton, and 
then to Charles Isaac Elton, some 155 years later.  
 
Mary Augusta Elton and Charles Isaac Elton shared a great passion for books and, in 1891, printed a catalogue of a portion of their library before, 
two years later, together writing Great Book Collectors. The couple did not have children and Charles Isaac Elton died in 1900 and was survived by his 
wife, Mary Augusta Elton, who died in 1914, some fourteen years later. At her death, Mary Augusta Elton left Balliol College a legacy of £1500 to 
establish the Charles Elton Exhibition to ‘promote the study of English literature with special reference to Shakespeare’.35 
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Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, (London: Harrison, 1869), pp.1062-3; Margaret Elton, The Annals of the Elton Family, 
(Stroud: Alan Sutton, 1994); Jacob Elton and Isaac Elton in Slave Voyages Database, available online at: https://www.slavevoyages.org; Sir Abraham Elton, 1st bt. (1654-1728): 
http://historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/elton-sir-abraham-1654-1728; Sir Henry Strachey (1736-1810), entry in ODNB: 

https://www.slavevoyages.org/
http://historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/elton-sir-abraham-1654-1728
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Benefactions with Probable Links to the Proceeds of Slavery 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
B.1 Verney Cave 1704 1734 29 March 1722 Thomas Cave Northants £20 1722 
Sir Verney Cave, 4th Bart., was the son and heir of Sir Thomas Cave, 3rd Bart., of Stanford Hall, Leicestershire, and his wife Margaret, daughter of 
John Verney, 1st Viscount Fermanagh, and sister of Ralph, 1st Earl Verney. Sir Thomas served as the Deputy Lieutenant of Northamptonshire in 
1705 and was a Tory M.P. for Leicestershire in 1711 until his death in 1719 when he was succeeded to the baronetcy by Sir Verney at the age of 
around 15 and who matriculated at Balliol some three years later, in 1722. He died unmarried in 1734, and was succeeded by his brother, Sir 
Thomas.36 
 
Sir Verney’s maternal grandfather, John Verney 1st Viscount Fermanagh, sat on the Court of Assistants for the Royal African Company for several 
years, and also owned at least one slave, Peregrine Tyam, who he kept in England and who appears in the background of a painting of his wife in 
1692. Sir Verney’s cousin, Ralph Verney 2nd Earl Verney bought land in the West Indies and appears on UCL’s LBS database.37 

                                                 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/26621; Charles Isaac Elton, entry in ODNB: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/8767; Sir Henry Strachey, entry in ODNB: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/26621; Madge Dresser, ‘Slavery and West Country Houses’, in Madge Dresser and Andrew Hann (eds.), Slavery and the British Country House, 
(Swindon: English Heritage, 2013), pp29-42, p.33; Charles C. Prinsep, Record of Services of the Honourable East India Company’s Civil Servants in the Madras Presidency: 1741-1858, (London: 
Trubner & Co., 1885), p.51; A P Baggs and R J E Bush, 'Parishes: Whitestaunton', in A History of the County of Somerset: Volume 4, ed. R W Dunning (London, 1978), pp. 231-238. British History 
Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/som/vol4/pp231-238 [accessed 12 October 2020]; Sir Abraham Elton: PROB 11/874/191, TNA; Jacob Elton: PROB 11/910/36, TNA; Isaac 
Elton: PROB 11/543/130, TNA; Richard Strachey: PROB 11/2058/288; Lorena S. Walsh, Motives of Honor, Pleasure, and Profit: Plantation Management in the Colonial Chesapeake, 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010) p.268-272. 
36 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.9, Balliol College Archives; Verney Cave, Balliol, 1722, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.231; G.E. Cokayne, Complete Baronetage, Vol. II, 
(Exeter: William Pollard & Co. Ltd., 1902), pp.93-94; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/cave-sir-thomas-1682-1719; See also M.M. Verney 
(ed.), Verney Letters of the Eighteenth Century, (London: 1930); Frances Parthenope Verney, Memoirs of the Verney Family During the Seventeenth Century, 3rd edn., Vol.II, (London: 
Longmans, Green, and Co., 1925), for Peregrine Tyam see pp.489-490; See unpublished monograph by David Man entitled The Palmer Family of Roydon and Chelsea: 
http://www.manfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/2015-May-Palmer-Family-of-Roydon-and-Chelsea-Part-OneA.pdf; Frederick Arthur Crisp (ed.), Visitation of England and 
Wales, Notes Vol.8, London: Privately Printed, 1909), pp.133-4; John Verney, 1st Viscount Fermanagh will: PROB 11/558/425, TNA. 
37 Susan Dwyer Amussen, Caribbean Exchanges: Slavery and the Transformation of English Society, 1640-1700, (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007), see from p.191; 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146645389 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/26621
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/8767
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/26621
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/cave-sir-thomas-1682-1719
http://www.manfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/2015-May-Palmer-Family-of-Roydon-and-Chelsea-Part-OneA.pdf
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Painting by “Lenthall”, depicting Mary Verney (nee Lawley), 2nd wife of John Verney 1st Viscount Fermanagh, posing with slave, Peregrine Tyam.38 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
B.2 Henry Pye 1709 1766 17 July 1725 Henry Pye Berkshire £10 1725 
Henry Pye (Jnr) was the son of Henry Pye (Snr) of Farringfon, Berkshire, and his second wife Anne, daughter of Sir Benjamin Bathurst. Sir 
Benjamin Bathurst had been the Deputy Governor of the Leeward Islands and one of the most important and influential members of the Royal 
African Company, who served thirteen times on the Court of Assistants, twice as Deputy Governor, and four times as Sub-Governor and was thus 
an elected member of the company continuously between 1677 and 1695. In addition to this he was also actively involved with the East India 
Company and was Deputy Governor on two separate occasions and Governor once, in 1688-90, as well as being deputy Governor of the Levant 

                                                 
38 Susan Dwyer Amussen, Caribbean Exchanges: Slavery and the Transformation of English Society, 1640-1700, (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007), p.197 
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Company in 1686-7, and governor in 1688 and 1695. In 1703, shortly before his death, Sir Benjamin devised his estates to each of his sons in tail 
male, and bequeathed his personal estate to be equally divided between them with remainder to his daughter Anne. 
 
Henry Pye (Jnr) was born in 1709 and matriculated at Balliol in 1725 where he was created D.C.L in 1759. He married Mary, daughter of Rev. 
David James, Rector of Woughton, Buckinghamshire, in 1743, and had three sons and a daughter including Henry James Pye, the future Poet 
Laureate from 1790 until his death twenty-three years later. Henry Pye (Jnr) was a Tory M.P. for Berkshire from 1746 until his death in 1766.39 
 
Vice Admiral Thomas Pye, the 2nd son of Henry Pye and Anne Bathurst, and the younger brother of Henry Pye, appears in UCL’s LBS database.40 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
B.3 Thomas Cave 1712 1778 3 Nov 1729 Thomas Cave Leicestershire £10 1729 
Sir Thomas Cave, 5th Bart., was a younger son of Sir Thomas Cave, 3rd Bart., of Stanford Hall, Leicestershire, and his wife Margaret, daughter of 
John Verney, 1st Viscount Fermanagh, and sister of Ralph, 1st Earl Verney. Sir Thomas served as the Deputy Lieutenant of Northamptonshire in 
1705 and was a Tory M.P. for Leicestershire in 1711 until his death in 1719 when he was succeeded to the baronetcy by his eldest son, Sir Verney 
Cave (No.217), 4th Bart, when he was around the age of 15. Sir Verney died unmarried in 1734 and was succeeded by his brother, Sir Thomas, 5th 
Bart. Sir Thomas and Sir Verney had attended Balliol together, with the latter matriculating in 1722, around seven years before Sir Thomas in 1729. 
Sir Thomas married Elizabeth, daughter of Griffith Davis, M.D. of Theddingworth, Leicester. Sir Thomas worked as a barrister at Inner Temple 
and was M.P. for Leicestershire 1741-7 and again 1762-74. He was awarded DCL by Oxford in 1756. He died in 1778 when he was succeeded by 
his eldest son, Sir Thomas Cave 6th Bart, who matriculated at Balliol in 1756.41 
 

                                                 
39 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.9, Balliol College Archives; ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.9, Balliol College Archives; Henry Pye, Balliol, 1725, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.3, 
p.1165; John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 10th edn., (London: Henry Colburn, 1848), p.73; 
ODNB entry for Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692; Miranda Kaufman, ‘English Heritage Properties 1600-1830 and Slavery Connections’, 
Vol. I, 2007, ‘Apsley House’; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-benjamin-1692-1767; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-
1754/member/pye-henry-1709-66; William Berry, County Genealogies: Pedigrees of the Families in the County of Sussex, (London: Sherwood, Gilbert, and Piper, 1830), p.151; John burke, 
A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Commoners of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol. I, (London: Henry Colburn, 1834), p.352, ‘Main Papers 4080 – Bathurst Estate Act’, Parliamentary 
Archives, HL/PO/JO/10/6/282 – Catalogue Description: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/cb79c0a8-0e63-48b7-aa9e-04fda706a665. 
40 LBS Record for Vice Admiral Thomas Pye: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146631502. 
41 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.10, Balliol College Archives; Verney Cave, Balliol, 1722, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.231; G.E. Cokayne, Complete Baronetage, Vol.II, 
(Exeter: William Pollard & Co. Ltd., 1902), pp.93-94; http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/cave-sir-thomas-1682-1719; 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/cave-sir-thomas-1712-78; See also M.M. Verney (ed.), Verney Letters of the Eighteenth Century, (London: 
1930); See unpublished monograph by David Man entitled The Palmer Family of Roydon and Chelsea: http://www.manfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/2015-May-Palmer-
Family-of-Roydon-and-Chelsea-Part-OneA.pdf; Frederick Arthur Crisp (ed.), Visitation of England and Wales, Notes Vol.8, London: Privately Printed, 1909), pp.133-4; John Verney, 
1st Viscount Fermanagh will: PROB 11/558/425, TNA. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-benjamin-1692-1767
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/pye-henry-1709-66
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/pye-henry-1709-66
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/cave-sir-thomas-1682-1719
http://www.manfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/2015-May-Palmer-Family-of-Roydon-and-Chelsea-Part-OneA.pdf
http://www.manfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/2015-May-Palmer-Family-of-Roydon-and-Chelsea-Part-OneA.pdf
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Sir Thomas’s maternal grandfather, John Verney 1st Viscount Fermanagh, sat on the Court of Assistants for the Royal African Company for several 
years, and also owned at least one slave, Peregrine Tyam, who he kept in England and who appears in the background of a painting of his wife in 
1692. Sir Thomas’s cousin, Ralph Verney 2nd Earl Verney bought land in the West Indies and appears on UCL’s LBS database.42 
 

 
Painting by “Lenthall”, depicting Mary Verney (nee Lawley), 2nd wife of John Verney 1st Viscount Fermanagh, posing with slave, Peregrine Tyam.43 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
B.4 Sir Thomas Cave c.1738 1780 1 April 1756 Sir Thomas Cave Leicestershire £10 1756 

                                                 
42 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.10, Balliol College Archives; Susan Dwyer Amussen, Caribbean Exchanges: Slavery and the Transformation of English Society, 1640-1700, (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2007), see from p.191; https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146645389 
43 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.10, Balliol College Archives; Susan Dwyer Amussen, Caribbean Exchanges: Slavery and the Transformation of English Society, 1640-1700, (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2007), p.197. 
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Sir Thomas Cave, 6th Bart., was the son and heir of Sir Thomas Cave (No.246), 5th Bart. of Stanford Hall, Leicestershire, and his wife Elizabeth, 
daughter of Griffith Davis, M.D. of Theddingworth, Leicester. Sir Thomas Cave, 5th Bart., was a younger son of Sir Thomas Cave, 3rd Bart, Deputy 
Lieutenant of Northamptonshire in 1705 and Tory M.P. for Leicestershire in 1711 until his death in 1719 when he was succeeded to the baronetcy 
by his eldest son, Sir Verney Cave (No.217), 4th Bart. Sir Verney died unmarried in 1734 and was succeeded by his younger brother, Sir Thomas 
Cave, 5th Bart. Sir Thomas and Sir Verney had attended Balliol together, with the latter matriculating in 1722, around seven years before Sir Thomas 
Cave, 5th Bart, in 1729. Sir Thomas Cave, 5th Bart worked as a barrister at Inner Temple and was M.P. for Leicestershire 1741-7 and again 1762-74. 
He was awarded DCL by Oxford in 1756. 
 
Sir Thomas Cave, 6th Bart, was born c.1738 and matriculated at Balliol in 1756 and he was created D.C.L in 1773. He got married in 1765 to Sarah, 
daughter and coheir of John Edwards, a London and Bristol merchant. He was a Fellow of the Royal Society, and a Fellow of the Society for 
Antiquities and succeeded to the baronetcy upon the death of his father in 1778 but died two years later, in 1780 when he was succeeded by his 
only son and heir who broke with tradition and matriculated at Christ Church in 1785.44 
 
Sir Thomas’s maternal great-grandfather, John Verney 1st Viscount Fermanagh, sat on the Court of Assistants for the Royal African Company for 
several years, and also owned at least one slave, Peregrine Tyam, who he kept in England and who appears in the background of a painting of his 
wife in 1692. Sir Thomas’s relative, Ralph Verney 2nd Earl Verney, bought land in the West Indies and appears on UCL’s LBS database.45 
 

                                                 
44 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.13, Balliol College Archives; Sir Thomas Cave, Balliol, 1729, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.1435; Sir Thomas Cave, Christ Church, 1785, 
Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.1435; G.E. Cokayne, Complete Baronetage, Vol. II, (Exeter: William Pollard & Co. Ltd., 1902), pp.93-94; 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/cave-sir-thomas-1682-1719; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-
1790/member/cave-sir-thomas-1712-78; See also M.M. Verney (ed.), Verney Letters of the Eighteenth Century, (London: 1930); See unpubublished monograph by David Man entitled 
The Palmer Family of Roydon and Chelsea: http://www.manfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/2015-May-Palmer-Family-of-Roydon-and-Chelsea-Part-OneA.pdf; Frederick 
Arthur Crisp (ed.), Visitation of England and Wales, Notes Vol.8, London: Privately Printed, 1909), pp.133-4; John Verney, 1st Viscount Fermanagh will: PROB 11/558/425, TNA. 
45 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.13, Balliol College Archives; Susan Dwyer Amussen, Caribbean Exchanges: Slavery and the Transformation of English Society, 1640-1700, (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2007), see from p.191; https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146645389. 

http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1715-1754/member/cave-sir-thomas-1682-1719
http://www.manfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/2015-May-Palmer-Family-of-Roydon-and-Chelsea-Part-OneA.pdf


 39 

 
Painting by “Lenthall”, depicting Mary Verney (nee Lawley), 2nd wife of John Verney 1st Viscount Fermanagh, posing with slave, Peregrine Tyam.46 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
B.5 James Buller c.1741 1772 13 Feb 1760 James Buller Devon £10 1760 
James Buller was the son of James Buller (No. 263) of Downes, and his first wife Elizabeth, daughter and coheir of William Gould of Downes, 
Devon. James Buller (No. 263) was a Tory M.P. for East Looe from 1741 until 1747, and subsequently for Cornwall from 1748 until his death, in 
1765. James Buller was born c.1741 and matriculated at Balliol in 1760, four years before his half-brother John Buller (No.319). His first wife was 
Husey, daughter of Thomas Gould of Frome Wilet, Dorset, and his second wife was Mary, daughter of John Hippisley Coxe, of Stone Easton, 
Somerset. He died in 1772. 
 

                                                 
46 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.13, Balliol College Archives; Susan Dwyer Amussen, Caribbean Exchanges: Slavery and the Transformation of English Society, 1640-1700, (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2007), p.197. 
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James Buller’s stepmother was Jane, daughter of Allen Bathurst, 1st Baron Bathurst. Jane’s grandfather was Sir Benjamin Bathurst, Deputy 
Governor of the Leeward Islands and one of the most important and influential members of the Royal African Company, who served thirteen 
times on the Court of Assistants, twice as Deputy Governor, and four times as Sub-Governor and was thus an elected member of the company 
continuously between 1677 and 1695. In addition to this he was also actively involved with the East India Company and was Deputy Governor on 
two separate occasions and Governor once, in 1688-90, as well as being deputy Governor of the Levant Company in 1686-7, and Governor in 
1688 and 1695. Jane’s father was Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst, who was his father’s eldest son and heir, was a Tory M.P. for Cirencester from 
1705 until 1712, when he was created Baron Bathurst. Whilst acting as M.P. for Cirencester, he developed his own ties to the slave trade through 
his association with the South Sea Company for which he acted as a commissioner taking subscriptions. 47 
No. Name Born Died Matric. Father County Gift Year 
B.6 John Buller 1745 1793 18 Jan 1764 James Buller Devon £10 1764 
John Buller was the son of James Buller (No. 263) of Downes, and his second wife Jane, daughter of Allen Bathurst, 1st Baron Bathurst. The 
maternal great-grandfather of John Buller was Sir Benjamin Bathurst, Deputy Governor of the Leeward Islands and one of the most important and 
influential members of the Royal African Company, who served thirteen times on the Court of Assistants, twice as Deputy Governor, and four 
times as Sub-Governor and was thus an elected member of the company continuously between 1677 and 1695. In addition to this he was also 
actively involved with the East India Company and was Deputy Governor on two separate occasions and Governor once, in 1688-90, as well as 
being deputy Governor of the Levant Company in 1686-7, and Governor in 1688 and 1695. John Buller’s maternal grandfather was Allen Bathurst, 
1st Earl Bathurst, who was his father’s eldest son and heir, was a Tory M.P. for Cirencester from 1705 until 1712, when he was created Baron 
Bathurst. Whilst acting as M.P. for Cirencester, he developed his own ties to the slave trade through his association with the South Sea Company 
for which he acted as a commissioner taking subscriptions. John Buller’s father, James Buller (No. 263), was a Tory M.P. for East Looe from 1741 
until 1747, and subsequently for Cornwall from 1748 until his death, in 1765. 
 

                                                 
47 John Buller, Balliol, 1764, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.188; John Buller, Balliol, 1735, John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the 
Landed Gentry of Great Britain & Ireland, Vol. I, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), p.157; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1690-1715/member/buller-john-ii-1668-1701; 
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/buller-john-francis-1695-1751; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/buller-james-1717-65; 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/buller-john-1745-93. For the Bathurst connection see John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A 
Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 10th edn., (London: Henry Colburn, 1848), p.73; ODNB entry for Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692; ODNB entry for Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1694; Miranda Kaufman, ‘English Heritage 
Properties 1600-1830 and Slavery Connections’, Vol. I, 2007, ‘Apsley House’; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775; 
Neville Thompson, Earl Bathurst and British Empire, (Barnsley: Leo Cooper, 1999); Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst of Bathurst, last will and testament: PRO 11/1011/385, TNA. 

http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1690-1715/member/buller-john-ii-1668-1701
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/buller-john-francis-1695-1751
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/buller-james-1717-65
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/buller-john-1745-93
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1694
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775


 41 

John Buller was born in 1740 and matriculated at Balliol in 1764, four years after his half-brother, James Buller (No. 315). He married, in 1770, 
Anne, daughter of William Lemon of Carclew, with whom he had many children. John Buller was M.P. variously for Exeter, Launceston, and West 
Looe almost continually between 1768 and 1784 before dying in 1793.48 
 
It is very likely that this benefaction has connections to the slave trade through the benefactor’s maternal family however the record is flagged for 
further research so that this can be established. 

 

                                                 
48 ‘Balliol Benefactors, Vol. 1’, p.14, Balliol College Archives; John Buller, Balliol, 1764, Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, Vol.1, p.188; John Buller, Balliol, 1735, John Burke and John 
Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Landed Gentry of Great Britain & Ireland, Vol. I, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), p.157; 
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1690-1715/member/buller-john-ii-1668-1701; http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/buller-john-francis-1695-1751; 
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/buller-james-1717-65; https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/buller-john-1745-93. For 
the Bathurst connection see John Burke and John Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage of the British Empire, 10th edn., (London: Henry 
Colburn, 1848), p.73; ODNB entry for Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst: https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692; ODNB entry for Henry Bathurst, 2nd Earl Bathurst: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1694; Miranda Kaufman, ‘English Heritage Properties 1600-1830 and Slavery Connections’, Vol. I, 2007, ‘Apsley House’; 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775; Neville Thompson, Earl Bathurst and British Empire, (Barnsley: Leo Cooper, 
1999); Allen Bathurst, 1st Earl Bathurst of Bathurst, last will and testament: PRO 11/1011/385, TNA. 
 
 

http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1690-1715/member/buller-john-ii-1668-1701
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/buller-john-francis-1695-1751
http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/buller-james-1717-65
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1754-1790/member/buller-john-1745-93
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1692
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1694
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bathurst-allen-1684-1775

	Cover page.pdf
	Section 1 Balliol and the Proceeds of Slavery: Introduction p.1
	Section 2 Balliol’s Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery p.2
	Section 3 Quantifying Balliol’s Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery p.4
	Section 4 Dissemination and Discussion p.5
	Appendix Benefactors with Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery p.6

	Balliol and the Proceeds of Slavery - REPORT
	1. Introduction
	2. Balliol’s Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery
	3. Quantifying Balliol’s Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery
	4. Dissemination and Discussion

	Appendix
	Benefactors with Connections to the Proceeds of Slavery


