
Kumbh Mela:

Current Research​

Symposium & 

FILM SCREENING

KU

Master’s Dining Room​

2 – 2:30 JIM MALLINSON (Balliol, Oxford)

The Kumbh Mela Past and Present: A Living Archive

2.30 – 3 Himanshu Shukla (JNU, Delhi)

The Politics of Hindu Nationalism in the Maha Kumbh Mela

3 – 3:30 Sondra Hausner (St Peter’s, Oxford)

Gender and Inversion at the Greatest Show on Earth

3:30 – 4 TEA BREAK 

4 – 4:30 Daniela Bevilacqua (CRIA (ISCTE-IUL), Lisbon)

Queering the Mela: the Kinnar AkhaRA’s Occupation of 
Religious Space

4.30 – 5 Mark Singleton (SOAS University of London)

The Digital Maha Kumbh; Mental Baths, Virtual 
Pilgrimage and Surveillance Hinduism

5 – 5:30 Amanda Lucia (University of California, Riverside)

Wondertrash 2.0: the Supersized Impacts of Kumbh 2025
Gillis Lecture Theatre

6 – 7:15 FILM SCREENING followed by Q&A(Smithsonian Channel, 2016) 

Screening of ‘West Meets East’

16th May 2025
Balliol College, Oxford​

Contact Professor Jim Mallinson jim.mallinson@balliol.ox.ac.uk if you would like to attend. Space is limited.


