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Editorial
my name is Jacqueline smith and i am the new 
editor of Floreat Domus. i joined the staff of balliol 
college in January 2009 as Publications & web 
officer. my other responsibilities are the Annual 
Record and the college website. Previously i 
worked for blackwell Publishing, ouP, and oxfam. 
i am very happy to find myself in the beautiful 
sequestered quadrangles of balliol, and hope to bring 
you the best and most interesting news from Junior 
members, senior members, and old members alike. 

the year 2009 is the thirtieth anniversary of 
women students being admitted to balliol, so it 
seems an ideal opportunity to profile a few of the 
women who have passed through balliol’s doors 
since 1979. turn to page 16 to read my article 
celebrating them.
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i am most grateful to staff and fellows for 
alerting me to news items and potential stories 
for this edition. i was pleased to find a whole 
host of students wishing to turn their hand to 
interviewing and writing for Floreat Domus – 
without their contribution, this edition would lack 
the variety and liveliness that i hope you will find 
in its pages. the magazine begins with news from 
the balliol community (people and events; arts 
and science), and you will find more substantial 
feature-length articles in the middle. its closing 
pages are devoted to news about our various funds, 
and on the inside back cover there is a listing of 
events that you may be interested to attend. Please 
do address any comments or opinions about the 
publication to me at the address on the right.

Jacqueline Smith, Editor
Cover picture: a snow-dalek created by inventive 
JCR members in February 2009
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Appointments and honours
President Obama 
appoints four Balliol 
Old Members
the new us administration, at the 
time of going to press, includes no 
fewer than four balliol alumni. the 
first to be announced was michèle 
flournoy (1983), as under secretary 
of defense for Policy. flournoy was 
a newton-tatum scholar at balliol 
and gained an mLitt in international 
relations. the President then 
nominated nancy-ann deParle 
(1979, PPe) as director of the 
white House office for Health 
reform, and elizabeth sherwood-
randall (1981, dPhil in 
international relations) as special 
assistant to the President and senior 
director for european affairs at the 
national security council. You can 
read more about all three of these 
women in the article ‘thirty years 
of women at balliol’ on page 16.

neil wolin (1983, msc in 
development economics) was 
nominated deputy treasury 
secretary on 23 march 2009. 
wolin most recently served in the 
white House as a deputy counsel 
focusing on economic policy. 
before that he was president and 
chief operating officer for casualty 
operations at the Hartford 
financial services group.

New Year Honours 
the dawn of 2009 saw the following 
balliol old members honoured:
• nicholas ian macpherson (1978), 

Permanent secretary to the treasury 
since august 2005, has been 
appointed Knight commander 
of the order of the bath (Kcb).

• dorothy elizabeth gaere (1983, 
née stanley) is Head of the Joint 
donor office in southern sudan 
(department for international 
development). she has been 
awarded an order of the british 
empire (obe) for services in 
the sudan.

• Professor david skegg (1972), 
Vice-chancellor of the university 
of otago, has been appointed a 
distinguished companion of the 
new Zealand order of merit for 
services to medicine.

• Professor anthony bryer (1958), 
emeritus Professor of byzantine 
studies, university of birmingham, 
has been awarded an obe for 
services to scholarship.

• Professor martin cave (1966) 
of warwick business school 
has received an obe for public 
service.

Andrew Likierman 
quits Bank 
for National 
Audit Office
Sir Andrew Likierman (1962) has left 
his position as non-executive director 
of the Bank of England to become 
chairman of the National Audit Office 
(one cannot have a government 
post at the same time as having a 
parliamentary one). Sir Andrew has 
recently been appointed Dean of the 
London Business School, where he is 
a Professor of Management Practice 
in Accounting. He also holds the 
positions of non-executive director at 
Barclays, and vice-chairman of the 
Tavistock and Portman NHS Trust. 

Change of  scene for Carl Woodall
Carl Woodall has been Domestic Bursar at 
Balliol for over nine years. He has now been 
snapped up by the House of Lords to fill the 
new post of Director of Facilities. Carl will be 
responsible for catering and cleaning staff, 
as well as procurement and new building 
projects. There are 738 peers in the House 
of Lords, with 411 on average sitting at any 
one time. Modernizing the current cramped 
office space and buying and leasing more 
accommodation is one of the first challenges 
Carl is going to relish.

Balliol’s system of governance by 
committee, and Carl’s experience of needing 
to be a general manager of specialist staff, 
from gardeners to IT officers, will stand him in 
good stead at the Lords. But one thing he will 

Sir Andrew Likierman

New appointment 
for Denis Noble
Balliol’s Emeritus Professor 
Denis Noble has been appointed 
President of the International Union 
of Physiological Sciences (IUPS). 
Professor Noble’s election will be 
confirmed at the 36th International 
Congress of Physiological Sciences in 
Kyoto, Japan, in July 2009. He served 
as Secretary General of the IUPS from 
1994 to 2001 and more recently 
chaired the Union’s Long Range 
Planning Committee. One of his first 
tasks will be the implementation of 
that Committee’s report, which calls 
for major developments in the area 
of systems biology, the subject of his 
recent popular book, The Music of Life 
(Oxford University Press, 2006).

Denis Noble

Jacqueline Sm
ith

Michèle Flournoy

Nancy-Ann DeParle

Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall

Neil Wolin
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miss is the students. His days of chairing Ball 
committees are perhaps over. When asked what he 
would miss most, Carl said it was the ‘Balliol family…
a community you feel part of. The ethos of the 
College seeps in. I will miss that.’ For its part, 
the College, too, will miss Carl, and wishes 
him all the best in his exciting new role. 

Readers may care to know 
that the College 
has appointed a 
worthy successor 
in Jo Roadknight, 
currently Home 
Bursar at Hertford.

Carl Woodall admiring the glass decanter 
presented to him as a leaving present
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Student success
Balliol man helps Oxford 
win debating finals in Cork
the world universities debating 
championships 2009 were won by 
Politics students will Jones (2004) 
and James dray (mansfield). they 
were in opposition to the motion 
‘this house would ban abortion at 
all stages of pregnacy’. the final was 
fought between the four top teams 
out of 308 entries from more than 
40 countries. the oxford union 
team of will and James saw off 
the challenges from the oxford c 
team, the Harvard a team, and the 
monash b team. will said the final 
‘was very very hard…the two hour 
judging proves that this was by no 
means an easy victory.’

From Balliol  
to All Souls 
Liz chatterjee began her 
msc on contemporary 
india at balliol in 
2008, but has since 
been awarded a Prize 
fellowship by all souls 
college. this is the first year that 
two women have been elected 
(the other is Katherine rundell). 
the Prize fellowship is tenable 
for up to seven years. Liz is using 
it to fund her msc, and then to 
hone her language skills in india 
before embarking on a dPhil. the 
fellowships are famous for the five 
exams, which this year included 
writing for three hours on the word 
‘novelty’. once elected, Prize fellows 
are treated as the equal of any other 
fellow, dining amongst Lords, Qcs, 
and Professors.

Continued success for  
two Balliol sportswomen
Jessica Leitch and Justine Potts were 
both featured in Floreat Domus 
in 2008 when they were awarded 
‘dark blue scholarships’. since then, 
Jessica Leitch (2006), cross country, 
road running, and triathlon athlete, 
has been named ‘sports woman of 
the Year’ by the oxford university 
sports federation. the awards 
ceremony, which took place at the 
6th annual sports federation ball, 
recognizes individuals who have 
shown excellence in their chosen 
sport and a wider contribution to 
their club or sport. 

Justine Potts (2006) has now 
become the uK champion in 
taekwon-do. she won the gold 
medal in sparring at the uK open 
in november 2008. she has been 
training for 14 years.

Alex Crutchett scoops  
double gold in Penang
balliol’s alexander crutchett (2008) has 
returned from ten days at the Junior 
commonwealth games with two gold 
medals: one for the men’s individual 
sabre event and one for the team sabre 
competition.

despite being trapped in his hotel lift 
only the night before for a nerve-wracking 
45 minutes after the cables snapped, alex 
maintained a high level of psychological 
concentration during his final individual 
game with long-time rival (and good 
friend) maiyuaran ratneswaran. 
ratneswaran, also a member of the 
england team, was 8-7 up at the half-way 
point, and then pushed his advantage 

to 13-11 after the break. alex 
responded by simply relaxing, 
focusing, and winning the next 
four hits.

alex says ‘i knew i had a 
good chance, and i didn’t want 
to come home without a gold 
medal.’ in the end, he came 
home with two: in the team 
competition, england defeated 

the hosts malaysia 45–25. this is a 
significant achievement for the team,  
as fencing is not a mainstream sport  
in england. 

alex says it is down to his brother 
anthony that he first got into fencing: 
‘my brother wasn’t very good at athletics 
so when the opportunity arose at school 
[brentwood, essex] to learn fencing, he 
took it. He entered lots of competitions all 
around the country, and the whole family 
would pile into the car and go with him. 
i got so bored sitting in all those sports 
halls playing my gameboy that i decided 
to give fencing a go so that i could join in’.

in his very first competition he 
came second, and from then on he has 
gone from strength to strength, with 
fencing ‘taking over’ his life. He enjoys 
the fast-paced nature of sabre-fencing, 
the adrenalin rush, and ‘the feeling you 
get when you win’, which he says he 
hasn’t got from any other sport. Playing 
internationally has also given him the 
opportunity to see the world.

alex is running for captain of the 
oxford team, which could lead to an 
interesting scenario for future Varsity 
matches: the cambridge team is captained 
by his brother, who is at downing college 
studying classics. 

alex is currently making the transition 
from junior to senior level, and has indeed 
already played at some senior events, 
including the senior grand Prix in Las 
Vegas in 2008. after he gets his degree 
in classical archaeology and ancient 
History, he will start to train full-time and 
work towards the 2012 olympic games. 

‘I didn’t want 

to come home 

without a gold 

medal.’ 
Alex Crutchett

Ian Taylor

 Will Jones and James 
Dray receiving the cup

 Liz Chatterjee

 Jessica Leitch

 Justine Potts
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Recent events
The Adam Smith Review 
Conference

By Christopher Brooke

Probably the best year for bicentenaries 
in recent times has been 1976, which 
saw the two-hundredth birthday 
parties both for the americans’ 
declaration of independence and 
for the publication of adam smith’s 
Inquiry into the Nature and Causes 
of the Wealth of Nations. smith was 
terribly interested in the unintended 
consequences of action, and one of the 
unintended consequences of these latter 
celebrations has been a redirection 
of scholarly attention away from his 
second great book back towards his 
first, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, 
which appeared in 1759. this year, 
2009, is therefore its 250th anniversary, 
and the commemorations kicked off in 
fine style between 6–8 January, when 
almost seventy scholars from around 
the world gathered at balliol for a 
conference on ‘the Philosophy  
of adam smith’.

organized by samuel fleischacker, 
the President of the international adam 
smith society, and Vivienne brown, 
editor of the Adam Smith Review, 
the conference saw over three dozen 
papers delivered over its three days, on 
diverse subjects from ‘smith and the 

Lord Bingham’s Seminars
By Jeff king

After his retirement from the House of 
Lords last year, Lord Bingham – who 
read History as an undergraduate at 
Balliol – has become a Visiting Professor 
in the University. In Hilary Term 2009, 
Lord Bingham taught a course entitled 
‘Human Rights and the House of Lords’ 
as a component of an undergraduate law 
course in European Human Rights Law at 
Balliol. The format was very interactive, 
and Lord Bingham called upon students to 
comment on the soundness of reasoning 
contained in the recent human rights 
decisions of the Judicial Committee 
of the House of Lords. The occasion 
allowed students and faculty alike the 
extraordinarily rare opportunity of seeing, 
over a course of five two-hour seminars, 
how one of the country’s great judicial 
minds thinks about law and adjudication  
in the complex administrative state. 

art of dying’ (robert mankin, Paris) to 
‘newton and smith on divine action’ 
(Paul oslington, australian catholic 
university). Perhaps the academic 
highlights were two of the plenary 
lectures, with philosophers stephen 
darwall of Yale speaking on ‘smith  
on Honour and self-respect’, and 
charles griswold of boston university 
on ‘tales of the self: adam smith’s 
response to rousseau’. we were 
also privileged to hear a paper from 
one of the giants of post-war smith 
scholarship, david raphael, now in 
his nineties, and formerly edward 
caird Professor of Political and social 
Philosophy at glasgow in the 1960s.

balliol is, of course, smith’s 
old college. (He remains the only 
old member, as well as the only 
scotsman, to have been on a bank of 
england bank note – as featured in 
the 2007 edition of Floreat Domus.) 
smith arrived at balliol in 1740 on a 
snell exhibition from glasgow, and 
remained here for several years – 
though the documentary record of 
his time in oxford is extremely thin. 
nevertheless, balliol’s indefatigable 
archivists, John Jones and anna sander, 

managed to assemble a small and very 
interesting exhibition in the chapel to 
accompany the conference, including 
the college’s caution-money book – in 
which smith acknowledges the return  
of his friend John douglas’s deposit – 
and various other bits of smithiana. 
(the saddest absence is a first edition  
of The Wealth of Nations – balliol only 
has the second edition from 1778, a far 
less impressive pair of volumes, even if 
once owned by arnold toynbee.) 

but if oxford is celebrating smith 
this year, it is not so clear that smith was 
one to celebrate oxford. shortly after he 
arrived at balliol, he wrote to a cousin 
that ‘it will be to his own fault if anyone 
should endanger his health at oxford by 
excessive study, our only business here 
being to go to prayers twice a day, and to 
lecture twice a week’; and right at the end 
of his life he added a new entry to the 
index of The Wealth of Nations: ‘Oxford, 
the professorships there, sinecures’.

 Delegates enjoy the 
exhibition curated 
by John Jones and 
Anna Sander

Lord Bingham was until recently the 
Senior Law Lord (a position analogous 
to that of a chief justice), and prior 
to that the Master of the Rolls and 
Lord Chief Justice (the head of the 
judiciary in England and Wales). To this 
experience, Lord Bingham has matched 
a consistent intellectual interest in 
constitutional reform and European 
human rights law, and has made 
doctrinal contributions in law reviews 
and speeches, some of which have 
been collected in books. 

Discussions during the seminars 
were lively, and students who disagreed 
with their Lordships’ findings pulled no 
punches. Notwithstanding their best 
efforts, however, none managed to get 
the great judge up against the ropes. 
Indeed, Lord Bingham’s presentation of 
the pragmatics of adjudication and 
legal interpretation gave an illuminating 
account of the subtle interplay, in 
judicial decision-making, between 
doctrinal, moral, and institutional 
concerns.

M
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 Lord Bingham

 Students taking part 
in the seminars

A
nna Sander
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The Foley-Béjar  
Scholarship Fund 
in 1964 béjar visited england and 
oxford for the first time, declaring 
that ‘traversing the dim streets and 
entering occasional buildings, i felt 
for the first and only time in my life a 
regret not to have been able to study 
further.’ the foley-béjar scholarship 
fund was established by martin 
foley in 2002. this endowment 
fund gives students of ability from 
ireland, spain, and mexico the kind 
of opportunity to study at oxford 
that martin foley enjoyed and that 
feliciano béjar only sampled. 

as martin foley explained: 
‘these three countries have formed 
the main axes of my life. i wish to 
ensure that students are able to 
benefit from both an oxford and a 
balliol education, and that they will 
contribute towards the international 
mix of students for the advantage 
of the college as a whole.’ He 
hopes that the students receiving 
scholarships and other grants will 
show an interest in the development 
of their home countries, and will 
decide to return there after finishing 
their studies in oxford. foley-béjar 
scholars at balliol this academic 
year are miroslawa alunowska 
figueroa from mexico (reading for 
a dPhil in engineering), and ross 
beaton and christopher Kissane 
from ireland, reading for an mPhil 
in international relations and an 
mPhil in economic and social  
History respectively.

f L o r e a t  d o m u s  b a L L i o L  c o L L e g e  n e w s4

patina of a kind that béjar used on 
several bronzes from this series. it will 
be 2.5m high by 1.2m wide and 60cm 
deep, weighing about half a tonne  
(500 kilos). foley says ‘i think that 
it will look stunning among the 
vegetative growth of the manor garden’. 

Art, film, 
and books
New sculptural art
a bold new addition to the broad 
street skyline is antony gormley’s 
‘another time’, the seven-foot tall 
figure of a man cast in iron. it stands 
on the top of exeter’s thomas wood 
building (above blackwell’s art & 
Poster shop), looking directly across 
to balliol. antony gormley’s best-
known works include ‘the angel 
of the north’ in gateshead and 
‘another Place’, which is 
sited on crosby beach.

aside from this 
prominent arrival in 
broad street, here at 
balliol we are very 
happy to welcome 
two new items to 
what is fast becoming 
a real treasure trove 
of sculptural art at 
Holywell manor. the 
manor has, according 
to oswyn murray 
in his Anecdotal 
History (2007), ‘a 
collection of modern 
art to rival that of any 
oxford college’. this 
collection has recently 
been supplemented 
by two generously 
gifted sculptures which 
will be placed in the 
garden. diego Zancani, 
Praefectus of Holywell 
manor, said that these 
sculptures ‘will complement 
the kinetic one given by 
george rickey (1926)’. 

first, raymond Petit (1975), 
who retired from his diplomatic 
career in Luxembourg to become 
a full-time sculptor, has given a 
bronze sculpture representing 
icarus. 

second, martin foley (1951) 
has donated a sculpture by 
feliciano béjar. béjar, foley’s 
friend of many years, sadly died 
in 2007. His work as an artist 
and sculptor is well-known. 
in 1981 he exhibited a series 
of sculptures which he called 
‘organic geometry’ at the 
museum of modern art in 
mexico. the sculptures were 
based on the repetetive forms 
of nature found in shells, 
tree rings, erosion patterns, 

and buds and sprouts of 
plants. béjar made the 
original pieces out of wood 
and then used these as 

moulds for bronzes. foley is 
donating a new bronze cast of 

the original ‘molusco’ wooden 
sculpture pictured here. the final work, 
due to arrive in oxford from mexico 
in september, will have a lightish green 

G
ilberto C

hen

 ‘Molusco’ by Béjar 
from his ‘Organic 
Geometry’ series

 Portrait of Jasper 
Griffin by Bob Tulloch

 Antony Gormley’s
‘Another Time’  
surveys Balliol

Rob Judges
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Balliol and 
the big screen
Aldous Huxley (1906), Balliol’s 
famous quintessential middle-class 
Englishman, is perhaps best-known 
for his dystopian portrait of a 
future London in Brave New World 
(1932). This enduring novel is now 
to be adapted for the big screen 
by Leonardo DiCaprio’s production 
company. This is a particularly apt 
development, as DiCaprio used to 
play as a young boy in the gardens 
of the Huxley home in Mulholland 
Drive, Los Angeles (his father George 
DiCaprio was a friend of Aldous 
Huxley’s Italian-born widow, Laura). 
Leonardo will play the character of 
John the Savage in the new film, 
and Ridley Scott will direct. Aldous 
Huxley’s grand-daughter, Tessa, said 
‘I know my grandfather would be very 
pleased that his ideas were about to reach 
a new audience around the world.’

Howard Marks (1964) is to be the 
subject of new British film, due out in late 
2009. His friend and fellow Welshman Rhys 
Ifans is to play the lead role in Bernard 
Rose’s adaption of the former cannabis 
dealer’s best-selling autobiography, Mr Nice. 
By the 1980s, Marks had 43 aliases, 89 
phone lines, and 25 worldwide companies 
trading as money-laundering vehicles for 
his dope business. He was caught and 
sentenced to imprisonment at Terre Haute 
jail in Indiana. He was released in 1995 after 
serving seven years. 

Benedictus 
resurrects 
Winnie-the-Pooh 
David Benedictus (1956) has been 
commissioned to write the first authorized 
sequel to A. A. Milne’s Winnie-the-Pooh 
(1926) and The House at Pooh Corner 
(1928). Return to the Hundred Acre 
Wood by David Benedictus, illustrated 
by Mark Burgess, will be published in 
October 2009 by Egmont Publishing. 
Benedictus is the author of many 
books, most recently his autobiography, 
Dropping Names, published in 2005. He 
has also been a director, drama teacher, 
and tour guide. The Trustees of the Pooh 
Properties deemed Benedictus to be 
the person most able to ‘reproduce the 
charm of the original.’

making a movie when he attended a lecture 
given by Stewart last year about his charity, 
the Turquoise Mountain Foundation, which 
invests in the regeneration of the historic 
commercial centre of Kabul. 

Rory Stewart (1992), Balliol’s intrepid 
‘Lawrence of Arabia’, was featured in 
the last edition of Floreat Domus (August 
2008). Rory has served in the British Army, 
taught Princes William and Harry, worked 
for the Diplomatic Service, written three 
books, and walked 6,000 miles from Turkey 
to Bangladesh, during which journey he 
was held at gunpoint by Maoist guerrillas, 
beaten up by the Taliban, and imprisoned 
several times. In January 2009, he became 
Director of the Carr Centre for Human 
Rights Policy at the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard University. Now 
he is to have a Hollywood film made about 
his life by Orlando Bloom, of Lord of the 
Rings and Pirates of the Caribbean fame. 
Bloom became interested in the idea of 

 Rory Stewart

 Howard Marks at Balliol, summer 1965

A new portrait for the SCR
a portrait of Jasper griffin (1956) has been 
commissioned and paid for by the balliol 
society. Professor griffin was fellow and 
tutor in classics from 1961 to 2004. He held 
the office of Public orator in the university 
from 1992 to 2004 (see Henry cullen’s 
article on page 11), and he was Honorary 
treasurer of the balliol society from 1972 to 
2004. bob tulloch, the artist, studied at the 
ruskin school of drawing in oxford and 
the royal academy schools in London. He 
has had paintings in mixed exhibitions at the 
royal academy and the national Portrait 
gallery. His painting of Professor griffin is 
now hanging alongside the other fellows’ 
portraits in the senior common room.

Rob Judges

 The young Aldous Huxley in the
garden quad at Balliol, 1915
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Neil MacCormick

New Honorary 
Fellows 
On 21 January 2009, Balliol College elected 
the following former members of the College 
to Honorary Fellowships. The Master, Andrew 
Graham, commented, ‘The College is delighted to 
be able to elect such a distinguished set of people. 
It also gives the College particular pleasure that 
these people come from several different countries 
and show distinction in such varied ways.’

Charles Taylor
charles taylor read PPe at balliol as a rhodes scholar from 1952–55. He was 
then elected to a Prize fellowship at all souls, 1956–61, before returning to 
mcgill university, where he had taken his first undergraduate degree. He was in 
oxford again from 1976–81 as chichele Professor of social and Political theory, 
but has been based at mcgill since 1982. in addition to several volumes of 
collected papers, his books include Hegel and Modern Society (1979), Sources of 
the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity (1989), Multiculturalism: Examining 
the Politics of Recognition (1994), Modern Social Imaginaries (2004), and A 
Secular Age (2007). in 1995, he was made a companion of the order of canada, 
and in 2000 a grand officer of the national order of Quebec. He was awarded 
the templeton Prize in 2007 and the Kyoto Prize in 2008.

Oladipo Akinkugbe
oladipo akinkugbe, emeritus Professor of medicine, 
university of ibadan, nigeria, took his medical degree at 
London university in 1958 and came up to balliol in 1962 
for the dPhil. He went on to his md and frcP (edinburgh) 
and to the chair of medicine at the university of ibadan in 
1968. He was later dean of medicine at ibadan, foundation 
Vice chancellor of the university of ilorin and ahmadu 
bello university in Zaria, and in the 1980s Pro-chancellor 
of the university of Port Harcourt. He has served on many 
world Health organization expert committees and on the 
scientific advisory Panel of the ciba foundation. He was 
Visiting Professor of medicine at Harvard (1974–75), oxford 
(1981–82) (Visiting fellow at balliol), and cape town 
(1994). He is co-author of the textbook: Compendium of 
Clinical Medicine (1999). akinkugbe has received the searle 
distinguished research award, the boehringer ingelheim 
award of the international society of Hypertension, and 
the nigerian national order of merit. He is a fellow of the 
nigerian academy of science, and has received Honorary 
doctorates of science from five nigerian universities. He is a 
commander of the order of the federal republic of nigeria 
(cfr) and has been conferred with the ivorean national 
Honour of officier de l’ordre national de la république de 
côte d’ivoire. akinkugbe has many traditional chieftaincy 
titles, of which the atobase of ife (Physician to the royal 
Household) is the most prominent.

neil maccormick very sadly died 
on 5 april 2009. there will be an 
obituary published in the 2009 
edition of the Annual Record. He 
read Law at balliol from 1963–65, 
was a Lecturer in Jurisprudence 
at st andrews university (Queen’s 
college dundee) 1965–67, 
and then fellow and tutor in 
Jurisprudence at balliol 1967–72. 
from 1972–2008 he was regius 
Professor of Public Law and the 
Law of nature and nations at the 
university of edinburgh; he was 
Leverhulme research Professor 
1997–99 and 2004–08; dean of the 
Law faculty 1973–76, 1985–88; 
Provost faculty group of Law and 
social science and dean of faculty 
of social science 1994–97; and 
Vice-Principal for international 
affairs 1997–99. during leave 
of absence 1999–2004 he served 
as meP (snP) for scotland. He 

was a foreign member of the 
finnish academy of sciences and 
Letters (1994), and a member of 
the academia europaea (1997); he 
received an Hon Qc (england and 
wales) in 1999, and a Knighthood 
in 2001 for services to scholarship 
in law. in 2004 he received the 
royal society of edinburgh’s royal 
gold medal for outstanding 
achievement. He served as special 
adviser to the first minister of 
scotland on european and external 
affairs 2006–07. His books include 
Legal Reasoning and Theory (1978), 
H L A Hart (1981), Legal Right 
and Social Democracy (1982), An 
Institutional Theory of Law (1985, 
co-author), Questioning Sovereignty 
(1999), Rhetoric and the Rule of Law 
(2005), Who’s Afraid of a European 
Constitution? (2005), Institutions of 
Law (2007), and Practical Reason in 
Law and Morality (2009).
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Simon Kroll
simon Kroll read, consecutively, chemistry 
and medicine at balliol (1971–80). after 
clinical training in London and oxford, 
he went on to a clinical Lectureship in 
oxford’s department of Paediatrics. in post, 
he was awarded a research fellowship of 
the Lister institute of Preventive medicine 
(1986–91), developing what continues 
to be his programme of research into the 
pathogenesis of bacterial meningitis, and 
the development of vaccines to prevent 
life-threatening bacterial infections of 
childhood. in 1989 he was appointed to a 
university Lectureship in Paediatrics, and 
with this to a fellowship at corpus christi 
college oxford. in 1993 he was appointed 
to the chair of Paediatrics and molecular 
infectious diseases at imperial college 
London, and in the same year elected to 
membership of the Lister institute, serving 
since 2002 as a member of its scientific 
advisory committee. He has served two 
terms of membership of the government 
advisory body, the Joint committee on 
Vaccination and immunisation, and he is 
currently a member of the nice meningitis 
guidelines development group. He was 
elected fellow of the academy of medical 
sciences in 2001. 

Paul Slack
Paul slack was Junior research 
fellow in modern History 
at balliol 1966–99, and then 
Lecturer in gerald aylmer’s 
History department at 
York university 1969–72. 
He was a tutorial fellow at 
exeter college 1973–96 and 
university reader in modern 
History 1990–96. He has 
been Principal of Linacre 
college since 1996. He was 
chairman of the general 
board of faculties 1995–96 
and Pro-Vice-chancellor with 
responsibility for libraries and 
museums 2000–05. He was 
elected to the british academy 
in 1990. His books include The 
Impact of Plague in Tudor and 
Stuart England (1991), Poverty 
and Policy in Tudor and Stuart 
England (1998), and From 
Reformation to Improvement: 
Public Welfare in Early Modern 
England (1999). 

Maxine Berg
maxine berg was the first sir Lewis namier Junior 
research fellow at balliol from 1974–78. she went on to 
a Lectureship and senior Lectureship in the economics 
department at the university of warwick 1978–93, then 
joined warwick’s History department where she has been 
Professor since 1998. she set up and directed the warwick 
eighteenth century centre in 1998 and ran the aHrc-
funded Luxury Project, and in 2007 set up the global 
History and culture centre at warwick which she now 
directs. she was elected fellow of the british academy in 
2004. Her books include The Machinery Question and the 
Making of Political Economy 1820–1843 (1980), The Age of 
Manufactures: Industry, Innovation and Work 1720–1820 
(1985 and 1994); Political Economy in the Twentieth Century 
(1990); A Woman in History: Eileen Power 1889–1940 
(1996), and Luxury and Pleasure in Eighteenth-Century 
Britain (2005). she is now researching and writing in the 
new field of global history.

Bill Drayton
bill drayton read PPe at balliol, with special 
emphasis on economics and indian history, 1965–67. 
then followed a Jd from Yale. He spent ten years 
with mcKinsey & co, taught at stanford Law school 
and Harvard’s Kennedy school of government, 
and served in the white House and as assistant 
administrator of the us environmental Protection 
agency. in all of these activities he innovated new 
patterns – be it Yale Legislative services, or the 
idea and architecture of emissions trading, which 
is now recognized as key to innovations for the 
environment and also for controlling climate change. 
He is founder and ceo of ashoka: innovators for the 
Public – the community of the world’s leading social 
entrepreneurs. ashoka helps to launch the best new 
social change ideas and their entrepreneurs, and then 
enables them to work together. He also chairs Youth 
Venture and get america working!
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Freddie Hamdy
freddie Hamdy took up his Professorial 
fellowship (as nuffield Professor of 
surgery) in october 2008. He heads 
the nuffield department of surgery at 
the university of oxford, and is on the 
oxford radcliffe Hospitals nHs trust 
as honorary consultant urological 
surgeon. His main clinical interest 
is in the management of urological 
malignancies. His research activities 
encompass clinical, translational, and 
basic science programmes on the 
biology of prostate and bladder cancer.  
He chairs the scientific office of the 
european association of urology. 
Professor Hamdy received the crystal 
matula award from the european 
association of urology in 1996, the 
golden telescope award from the 
british association of urological 
surgeons in 2002, and was elected 
fellow of the academy of medical 
sciences in 2007.

New 
Fellows

Adrian Kelly is Tutorial Fellow in 
Ancient Greek Literature. He was 
an Assistant Professor at Warwick 
University from 2007 to 2008. He is 
interested in the notion of ‘tradition’ in 
the Homeric poems (and early Greek 
poetry in general). OUP published his 
book Referential Commentary and 
Lexicon to Homer, Iliad VIII in 2007. 
He is about to embark on an edition 
with commentary of Iliad XXIII. 

Vesna Wallace is the Numata 
Professor of Buddhist Studies. 
Previously she was an Associate 
Professor in the Department of 
Religious Studies at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, 
teaching courses on South Asian 
and Mongolian religions. She is the 
author of The Inner Kalacakratantra: A 

Buddhist Tantric View of the Individual 
(OUP, 2001). She is currently working 
on a critical edition of an early Sanskrit 
Buddhist text discovered in Tibet, and 
on a book in which she examines the 
ways in which Buddhism and legal 
systems in Mongolia have influenced 
each other from the seventeenth 
century until the present. 

Jeff King is Tutorial Fellow in Law. 
His research interests are in English 
and comparative public law, including 
human rights, constitutional, and 
administrative law, empirical legal 
studies, and legal theory. His principal 
focus is on the role of courts in 
protecting social welfare rights, and in 
particular, on the institutional capacity 
and legitimacy of the judiciary. He 
also writes on aspects of the UN 

system of human rights protection, 
as well as on the international legal 
status of sovereign debt agreements 
concluded by dictatorial regimes. At 
Balliol he teaches constitutional law, 
administrative law, and jurisprudence.

Lynn Margulis is George 
Eastman Visiting Professor. She is 
Distinguished University Professor in 
the Department of Geosciences at the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
Her publications include original 
contributions to cell biology and 
microbial evolution. She is best-known 
for her theory of symbiogenesis, which 
asserts that variation in evolution is 
driven less by random mutation than 
by the acquisition and integration 
of new genomes in symbiotic 
associations between different kinds 

of organisms. She is also cited for her 
contribution to the Gaia hypothesis, 
the theory that the Earth and its living 
beings function as a planetary-level 
self-regulating system. 

Juan Manuel López Muñoz vis-
ited Balliol as Oliver Smithies Lecturer 
in 2008–9 to work on the origins 
and evolution of the genre commonly 
known as Lays. He is Professor of 
Historical Grammar of French at the 
University of Cádiz (Spain). 

Ian Storey visited Balliol as Oliver 
Smithies Lecturer in 2008–9. He 
is a Professor in the Department of 
Ancient History & Classics at Trent 
University in Ontario. He specializes 
in ancient Greek drama (particularly 
comedy), Greek comic fiction, and the 
life and fiction of C.S. Lewis. 

Jessica Moss
Jessica moss is tutorial fellow in ancient 
Philosophy. she has a particular interest in ethics 
and moral psychology. she comes from the 
university of Pittsburgh, where she was assistant 
Professor of Philosophy. she has published papers 
on Plato and aristotle, and is working on a book 
tentatively titled The Apparent Good on their ideas 
about pleasure, the cognition of value, desire, and 
rationality. she plans to work on ethics and moral 
psychology in Hellenistic philosophy, the later 
history of philosophy, and contemporary debates.

Andrew Ashley
andrew ashley is Junior research fellow in 
sciences. His is interested in the design and 
construction of new molecular frameworks to 
enshroud multi-metallic systems, rendering them 
capable of activating inert small molecules for 
subsequent participation in catalysis. He intends to 
focus this work towards a homogeneous fischer-
tropsch process, which will enable the reduction 
of co2 to liquid hydrocarbons, in tandem with 
the reverse water gas-shift reaction. this process 

would provide an alternative 
to the use of crude oil 

for fuels whilst being 
overall carbon-
neutral. studies will 
be complemented 
by the use of 
computational 
techniques to gain 

insight into the role 
of active catalysts and 
also propose new 
candidate systems. 

Monika Mrazova
monika mrazova is Junior research 
fellow in economics, and is working 
towards a dPhil in international trade. 
Her research focuses on trade negotiations 
and the political economy of the gatt/
wto. Her dPhil thesis proposes a new 
framework to analyse trade negotiations. 
she intends to study alternative trade 
negotiation designs, like the ones used 
in environmental negotiations, in order 
to determine which design would be the 
most adequate to the current trade debate. 
she would also like to test her theoretical 
findings with newly available tariff data.
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Scientific 
research
The Virtual Physiological Human 

By samuel hugueny (2007)

Scientific 
research
The Virtual Physiological Human 

By samuel hugueny (2007)

Denis Noble and Peter Kohl are 
at the forefront of the Virtual 
Physiological Human (VPH) 
initiative, an international 
collaboration launched in 2008 
and funded by the European 
Commission (www.VPH-NoE.
eu), to produce biomedical 
models simulating the structures 
and functions of the human 
body. Their work caught the 
attention of BBC News Health 
Reporter Anne-Marie Lever in 
January 2009, when she wrote 
about one potential application 
of their research: investigating, 
in virtual reality, the different 
surgical options available to a 
particular patient.

one of the grand challenges in 
unraveling the mystery of how the 
human body works is understanding 
how its various components – from the 
simplest single cell to the most complex 
functioning organ – work together, to 
form a single functioning entity. 

in recent years, the emphasis has 
been on ‘breaking a human being 
down into its proteins and nucleic 
acid’, dr Kohl says. ‘we have drilled 
down into the detail. at the same 
time, our knowledge has become 
a fragmented construction site.’ in 
this case, the fragments consist of 
mathematical and computational 
models at varying levels of 
abstraction, describing molecules, 
cells, organs, or the entire organism. 
‘we now need to understand how 
the pieces interact with each other 
and their environment.’ the objective 

is, however, not to create 
a complete model of 
the body, but rather to 
interface existing models 
in a single multi-scale 
framework, a toolbox from 
which academic, clinical, 
and industrial researchers 

will be able to build models 
with the right scale and level 

of simplification to capture the 
behaviours they are interested in.

 the VPH initiative is in keeping 
with the paradigm shift from 
reductionist to integrative biology, 
heralded by the systems biology 
approach of which Professor noble 
is considered a founding father. 
by fostering multidisciplinary 
interactions at the crossroads of 
information technology, medicine, 
and biology to provide in silico 
modeling, the VPH initiative has the 
potential, noble and Kohl believe, to 
improve our understanding of human 
physiology and provide insights to 
derive predictive hypotheses, and 
develop novel therapies, with the 
eventual outcome of better disease 
diagnosis, patient-specific treatment, 
and prevention tools in health care.

The BBC News coverage includes a 
video explaining the VPH Initiative in 
more detail: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/
health/7774016.stm

 Isolated cardiac 
muscle cells, viewed 
by scanning electron 
microscopy. Data at 
the nano-metre scale is 
used to integrate spatial 
aspects of cardiac 
function in single cell 
models. Photographed 
by Rebecca Burton 
(2005).

 Background: 
Native cardiac tissue 
microscopy, illustrating 
the interrelation of 
individual muscle 
cells with non-muscle 
tissue components. 
Photographed by 
Patrizia Camelliti 
(2000).
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Who is 
Seamus 
Perry?

By tom rowley (2008)

Seamus Perry is a man of many titles. 
Not only is he Tutor and Fellow of 
English Literature at Balliol, but he 
also holds the post of Vice Master 
(Development). In addition to these 
two hats, as I meet him he is also 
temporarily sporting another – that 
of Vicegerent, standing in for the 
College’s Master, Andrew Graham, 
during his absence.
it is this extraordinary – if temporary – 
fusion of powers that led me to arrive for our 
interview at the master’s Lodgings, only to be 
informed by the master’s somewhat bemused 
secretary that dr Perry would, naturally, be 
found in his rooms at the other side of college. 
a hasty walk across the back Quad and a dizzy 
dash up a spiral staircase later and i knock on 
Perry’s door, slightly out of breath, but on time.

still, i was merely relieved to have been 
given the chance to speak to Perry at all, as 
his absurdly busy schedule during the last few 
weeks of Hilary term had made this encounter 
appear unlikely. 

although his role of Vicegerent only 
spanned a term, such phenomenal activity 
does seem characteristic of Perry. His active 
intellect is coupled with an equally strong 
drive to improve the college during his Vice 
mastership. indeed, he is just as eager to 
grapple with problems affecting balliol’s drains 
as he is with coleridge’s poetry. 

‘i chair the executive committee, which is 
the committee that thinks about whether we 
should change the drains. it does all sorts of 
things, but chairing that committee is quite a 
pleasure,’ he says, sitting back in a comfortable 
armchair, surrounded by books.

this somehow Victorian study (even 
equipped, as it is, with a very necessary 
computer) is appropriate for a man keen 
to emphasize the impact of the nineteenth 
century on balliol. 

‘balliol is intellectually very serious, without 
being stuffy. it is good fun being here, but it 
is not a frivolous place. it strikes a very good 

compromise – it is, in a way, like a lot of britain: 
a Victorian reinvention. Like lots of the greatest 
things the Victorians did, it is extremely 
serious, but not hidebound and solemn, and 
i think it has kept that balancing act going 
very well ever since its rebirth as a prominent 
institution in the nineteenth century.’

Perry himself is, however, a rather modern 
addition to the college. arriving in 2003 
to take up his english tutorial fellowship, 
it was not long before he became involved 
in the management of the college. in 2007, 
when the role of Vice master was divided 
following septcentenary fellow John Jones’s 
retirement, Perry was appointed Vice master 
with responsibility for development and old 
member relations, working alongside the 
college’s full-time development director.

when asked about the rationale for the 
division, he quips that ‘a man of John Jones’s 
capacity could do the whole thing himself,  
but it was considered that more ordinary 
mortals could perhaps only shoulder half  
of the total job.’ 

His development half of the job comprises 
everything from money to magazines. ‘we do a 
lot of old member events, many more than we 
used to, not just in oxford, but in London and 
indeed across the world, in new York and other 
places. we work on things like Floreat Domus, 
and other old member publications that are 
being built on and developed. finally, of course 
we have our 750th anniversary coming up in 
2013 and so there is quite a big development 
campaign associated with that remarkable date.’

He is also involved with two other 
campaigns. ‘we’re trying to raise money to 
endow the presently unendowed tutorial 
fellowships and we’ve made some very good 
progress on that over the past few years. we 
also have some exciting capital projects in 
hand, particularly the new historic collections 

centre, which is at st cross, 
just next to Holywell manor, 
and we’ve made some very 
good progress in raising the 
money for that. that will 
be a real transformation 
in the way that we keep 
the historically special and 
beautiful objects that we 
have in our care.’

despite his evident 
enthusiasm, Perry is frank 
– perhaps surprisingly 
so – about the financial 
constraints on this 
development role. ‘i suppose 
the biggest single fact is that 
balliol is a very big and, 
properly, very intellectually 

ambitious organization with a lot of things 
going on in a very complicated estate and we 
don’t have enough endowment to run it to 
full advantage. the biggest challenge facing 
us is to increase the endowment so that we 
have sufficient funds to do all the educational 
things that we want to do. we are extremely 
famous and not very rich. but we do have 
extraordinarily loyal and enthusiastic old 
members and our development office is 
extremely successful.’

it is to those loyal old members that his 
thoughts, and words, keep returning. His 
genuine interest in the development not just 
of the college, but its people – or, as he puts it, 
‘the big balliol community’ – is obvious. ‘it’s 
an extremely striking community and there 
are some remarkable balliol people spread 
across the world. it’s a great pleasure and a 
great honour dealing with them.

‘i think that the connections between the 
college and its illustrious and distinguished 
diaspora are getting stronger and stronger and 
more and more numerous, and that’s one of 
the things that we want to consolidate.’

for all Perry rhapsodizes about the 
college, he is not himself a balliol man. in 
fact, he was an undergraduate member of st 
catherine’s, which, as he is quick to highlight, 
‘is at the other end of the historical spectrum 
of oxford colleges.’ He has also been a Junior 
research fellow at Lincoln and a lecturer at 
the university of glasgow, before returning 
once more to his academic home of oxford. 

His home is now in oxford in a very real 
sense too, as he tries to make time to play 
with his three-year-old daughter in any spare 
time he has between tutorials, development 
work, and editing coleridge’s poetry. He is 
proud, though, that his work means that she 
is already ‘an habituée of the buttery’ – and so 
yet another member of that balliol diaspora. 

Seamus Perry

Jacqueline Sm
ith
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The Public 
Orator: well-
chosen words

By henry Cullen (2005)

There aren’t many jobs in the world the primary 
condition of tenure for which is the ability to craft 
lively and flowing Latin prose, but the office of 
Oxford’s Public Orator is one. Although unknown 
to perhaps the majority of undergraduates, the 
Oratorship is one of the University’s most venerated 
posts, and is steeped in history. Oxford can boast 
an unbroken line of Latin declaimers since the 
institution of the position in 1564, when, with a visit 
from Queen Elizabeth I looming, it was decided that 
English simply wouldn’t do: Latin was preferred as the 
language of greeting and praise, a situation which has 
not since changed. 

language’s natural charm. Jenkyns, 
when asked about the office’s future 
security, gave a somewhat surprising 
answer: ‘ironically, the demand for 
Latin is actually rising again. it has 
been suggested that we use more, 
not less, Latin in some ceremonies, 
such as admissions to the court 
of benefactors...it appears the 
honorands really love it!’ why, on 
reflection, would they not? it is not 
every day that one’s praises are sung, 
in ornately crafted ciceronian prose, 
by one of the leading classicists in 
the country. griffin, meanwhile, is 
convinced of the versatility of Latin 
as an honorific language: ‘it is in fact 
rather easier to praise people in Latin 

than it is in english...the mood of 
the english language is like that of 
its people – rather sardonic. in Latin, 
you can go a bit over the top...but it 
doesn’t sound nearly so insincere.’ 

the composition of Latin is also, 
unsurprisingly, where the classicist 
orators appear in their element. Past 
Public orators have been renowned 
for their inventive transformation 
of modern terms into golden age 
Latin: godfrey bond, for example, the 
orator before griffin, once translated 
‘jumbo jets’ as balaenae ballistariae 
– ‘catapulted whales’. griffin himself 
proved no less adept: in 1999 (in the 
speech for wiles) he was perfectly 
able to turn fermat’s Last theorem 
into elegant and concise prose, though 
the Latin language is not one noted 
for the inclusion of ‘nth powers’ in 
its jargon! Jenkyns, meanwhile, one 
of griffin’s quondam students when 
he was an undergraduate at balliol, 
has displayed similar verbal dexterity 
during his time as orator. with 
disarming modesty he professes to be 
‘not very good at writing the stuff,’ yet 
some of his addresses demonstrate 
a remarkable lyricism. in 2008, 
for example, he described emma 
Kirkby, the soprano, as a philomela 
Anglica (‘english nightingale’) and 
decima Musa (‘tenth muse’): things 
sometimes do indeed, it seems, sound 
better expressed in Latin.

if ever, then, one is so privileged 
as to be awarded an honorary degree, 
one can expect to be showered in the 
most sophisticated praise – especially 
if the Public orator should happen to 
be a balliol man.

‘It is rather easier 

to praise people 

in Latin than it is 

in English.’
Jasper Griffin

‘The demand for 

Latin is actually 

rising again.’
Richard Jenkyns

the two figures who have taken on this 
(sometimes onerous) responsibility 
most recently have both been balliol 
men – just one instance of balliol’s 
long-established presence amongst 
the university’s premier offices. Jasper 
griffin (1956) and richard Jenkyns 
(1967), both tutorial fellows and 
Professors of classics (griffin for many 
years at balliol, Jenkyns currently at 
LmH), have between them occupied 
the post since 1992. 

the intervening years have 
witnessed the presentation of 
honorary degrees, and the delivery 
of accompanying Latin encomia (the 
orator’s major task), to a wide range 
of worthies from all fields, including 
countless household names. i listened, 
rather amazed, as griffin rattled off a 
selection of some of the highlights: ‘we 
did the Queen of denmark...we went 
down to the Palace [buckingham, that 
is] to do nelson mandela – the people 
at the Palace always do things very 
well...we did andrew wiles...and simon 
rattle’. there cannot be many who can 
claim to have rubbed shoulders with 
such an extraordinary assortment. 
on the day of the Encaenia, the June 
ceremony of pomp and display which 
provides the occasion for the awarding 
of the degrees, afternoon tea is taken 
with the honorands on the lawns of 
all souls: one wonders at the types of 
conversation that must occur over the 
cucumber sandwiches and scones!

Latin’s natural charm
with regard to the continued use 
of Latin in the Public orations, 
both men have no doubts as to the 

 Richard Jenkyns

 Jasper Griffin
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Sir Adam Roberts 
and the British 
Academy

By yuan yang (2008)

roberts has plenty to put on the 
table for political debate. in 2008 
his jointly edited book on The 
UN Security Council and War was 
published by ouP, and he is now 
working on another edited book, on 
the role of civil resistance movements 
in affecting political change (Civil 
Resistance and Power Politics, ouP 
forthcoming). 

i asked him about his 2005 paper, 
‘the “war on terror” in Historical 
Perspective’, which criticizes what 

policy on terrorism has been framed’, 
states roberts. ‘on most matters, 
policy is made bearing relevant 
historical experience in mind, but 
this has not always happened with 
terrorism. Policy has often been 
made on the hoof, on the basis of an 
assumption that the struggle against 
terrorism can be seen as a unique 
struggle between good and evil.’ 

such simplifications in 
governmental approaches do not 
get to grips with the causes and 
belief systems that contribute to 
terrorism, and misinform attempts 
to deal with it. roberts shows that 
the current approach to terrorism 
is not only unsound in its historical 
methodology, but also problematic 
practically: ‘treating terrorism in an 
abstract way has led to the mistake 
of thinking that the problem is 
solved by the last terrorist being 
killed or imprisoned. in fact, 
terrorist campaigns end not only 
because of appropriate and tough 
state action against them, but also 
because terrorism comes to be seen 
– even by some of its organizers 
and perpetrators – as politically and 
morally questionable. all terrorist 
campaigns do flow from, and are 
influenced by, historical and political 
circumstances.’ 

Counter-terrorist measures
in order to address these political 
circumstances it is important to be 
aware of the unintended social and 
reputational effects counter-terrorist 
measures can have. in the country 
affected by terrorism, these measures 
can constitute infringements of 
civil liberties: ‘the idea that the 
threat of terrorism automatically 
justifies violations of human rights 
is dreadfully mistaken. it gives 
terrorists an easy victory – extreme 
methods only breed more terrorism.’ 

though he recognizes that there 
is sometimes the need to sacrifice 
liberties temporarily, roberts 
emphasizes the necessity of staying 
within national and international 
legal frameworks in order to 
preserve the legitimacy of the 
country experiencing terrorist acts. 
the harsh treatment of detainees, 
and extreme methods of extracting 
information, are out of legal bounds, 
and only serve to make the suspects’ 
communities feel bitter towards the 
government that is carrying out 
these measures. some campaigns 
of political violence, including 
in northern ireland, have been 
countered by expansions of political 
freedoms even at the same time as 
certain restrictions.

in countries in which terrorism 
originates, sensitivity to the political 
and cultural impacts of military 

he sees as the ‘ahistorical’ approach 
of recent governments to dealing 
with terrorism, and strives to place 
the origins, effects, and endings of 
terrorist movements in their correct 
historical context. the ‘delusion of 
newness’ is what has led politicians 
to treat current terrorist threats as if 
they were unique problems deserving 
of extraordinary solutions, without 
much reference to what has or has not 
worked in the past. ‘i continue to feel 
anxiety about the way government 

 The interior of the 
British Academy

 Adam Roberts

 The British Academy 
building in London

Sir Adam Roberts 
and the British 
Academy

By 

In July 2009, Sir Adam Roberts took up the presidency of the British Academy, a self-
governing body of 900 fellows which regulates one of the the main streams of humanities 
and social sciences funding in the UK. The British Academy places itself at the forefront 
of public discussion, and this is reflected in their selection of president. Adam Roberts, 
a Fellow of Balliol since 1986 and currently Senior Research Fellow in the Department 
of Politics and International Relations at Oxford, naturally fulfils this capacity.
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projects would not go amiss. a 
sustained military presence usually 
harms relationships with local 
people. a hasty withdrawal from 
iraq is not the solution either: ‘it is 
important to have a plan to show 
that your aim is withdrawal and 
not occupation. but you must give 
locals some confidence that you will 
be around long enough to provide 
security.’ roberts stresses that 
counter-terrorist campaigns often 
can fulfil their aims; the counter-
terrorist forces deployed in the 
malayan emergency beginning in 
1948, for example, achieved tangible 
success. we must learn from 
successful campaigns.

roberts mentions the foolishness 
of embarking on the creation of a 
western state and judicial system in 
afghanistan, with no understanding 
of its incongruity in the political 
tradition of the area: ‘islamic 
systems of justice in afghanistan can 
be rough and ready, but the attempt 
to introduce a western-style legal 
system has actually been associated 
with delay and corruption. more 
sensitivity to cultural differences 
was needed.’ does this statement 
hinge on cultural relativism, in 
emphasizing the importance of 
the local practice against general 
principle? ‘i admit that i am to an 
extent a cultural relativist. the world 
consists of a variety of different 
forms of social organization, and 
we should not underestimate that 
variety; the way we do things is not 
the only possible way.’

Optimism for the future
roberts is optimistic about how 
public opinion on the war on 
terrorism is developing in the uK. 
‘these hypotheses have been widely 
accepted. i think the british public 
has historically shown a great deal of 
wisdom in responding to the threat 
of terrorism; it has an understanding 
that the terrorist problem is one 
to be endured and countered over 
time, and for which there is no 
magic single cure. in response 
to ira terrorism, the public 
was brilliant in carrying on and 
ignoring the events. the ocean of 
indifference is a very good response.’ 
and in terms of the opinions of 
politicians, the british academy 
has raised the issue directly with 
Lord carlile, the independent 
reviewer of terrorism legislation 
who advises the government. the 
academy is currently organizing 
an event to discuss the impact of 
british involvement in military 
interventions since the end of the 
cold war, which will involve various 

‘I continue to feel 

anxiety about the 

way government 

policy on 

terrorism has 

been framed.’
Adam Roberts

The role of  the Academy
roberts looks to the british academy 
with a strong belief in its position to 
influence british politics and society, 
combined with a healthy disregard 
for its architecture: ‘the building 
has mausoleum-like qualities – it is 
humanized through activities, and the 
less reverent the better as far as i’m 
concerned!’ the current president, 
along with the notably able staff of 
the academy, has the task of trying to 
ensure continued government funding 
by arguing for the importance of the 
humanities and social sciences. is the 
academy winning that debate, i ask, 
when faced with rival institutions in 
the competition for funding, such 
as the science and technology-based 
royal society? ‘the royal society is a 
brilliant institution and will put up a 
strong case for the areas of science that 
it represents. However, we too have a 
strong case, which complements that 
made for the physical sciences, and 
on which some hard work has been 
done. to put it crudely, britain has had 
a fantastic reputation internationally 
in two fields – knowledge and culture, 
and banking and finance. the latter has 
taken a serious knock, but britain has 
maintained an important profile in the 
former. the world still wants to come 
to the uK for its higher education and 
its vibrant culture. the social sciences 
and humanities, in all their wonderful 
variety, have a major role within our 
society, and are part of the very identity 
of the uK internationally.’

contributors, from researchers to 
soldiers and government ministers. 
‘it is hard to measure how much 
influence political research has on 
politics – but the government view, 
both in the us and uK, has swung 
round from the initial conception 
of the “war on terror”. they have 
begun to recognize that terrorism is 
in part a problem of mistaken belief 
rather than absolute evil.’
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The Chapel choir  
then and now

By owain williams (2006) and JaCqueline smith

balliol and it was a privilege to listen to 
so many accounts of how some things 
have changed – and others haven’t – 
during that time. before sitting down 
to eat, we managed to assemble those 
present for a photograph in Hall. 

a happy result of planning the 
evening is that we now have a database 
of many (but not all) former members 
of the choir. we had discovered when 
planning the event and sending out 
invitations that virtually no records 
of former choir members exist, so we 
relied on the memory of emeritus 
fellow carol clark and of former 
organ scholars to draw up a list. any 
old members who were omitted are 
now encouraged to get in touch with 
the current organ scholars so that their 
details can be added to the list. we 
hope to use these details to inform old 
members periodically of any concerts 
or special events that the choir have 
coming up and, in due course, perhaps 
of another reunion in college.

How does the role of organ scholar 
work?
well, there are two of us and we are 
jointly responsible to the chaplain 
for the chapel music. this means 
playing the organ for services, 
recruiting, training, conducting, and 
accompanying the choir, and arranging 
tours and so forth. that may not sound 
like a lot of work, but it is surprisingly 
time-consuming when you consider 

practice time and administrative 
duties. the chaplain, douglas 
dupree, plays a very important role 
in enabling the organ scholars to do 
their work, and inspiring the choir.

Does the organ scholarship seem a 
slightly anachronistic position in 
twenty-first century Balliol?
almost certainly to some, yes. i think 
that you’re very aware that balliol is 
a place where there are lots of people 
who haven’t had any exposure to 
anglican liturgy. but i don’t see that as 
fundamentally altering the choir’s role 
and value. of course, we are there to 
lead christian worship, but in many 
ways, it is a broader role. i’ve always 
found evensong to be a remarkable 
institution, an excellent atmosphere 
in which to contemplate. i hope that 
many people – whether they are 
religious or not – find the music a 
helpful part of that. 

What are the best things about 
the role?
there are some obvious highlights – 
conducting the mozart requiem in 
Hall or leading the college through 
the advent carol service. a great 
part of the job is also that the organ 
scholars have complete freedom over 
the choice of music that we sing at 
services; it’s so much more fun to be 
making music that you are excited 
about. 

but there are other, less obvious 
joys. one of the most rewarding 
things is the chance to induct people 
into that whole english choral 
tradition. for example, we’ve spent 
significant time over the past year 
on our singing of psalms, which lie 
at the heart of the evensong service 
(where else do you get to sing lines 
like ‘moab is my washpot | over edom 
will i cast out my shoe’ or come across 

What form did the reunion take?
seventy people (former organ 
scholars and choir members) returned 
to balliol on 20 feburary 2009 for a 
celebratory evening which began with 
evensong in chapel. after opening 
voluntaries from the organ scholars, 
the service began with the introit I 
will lift up mine eyes by ernest walker, 
who was organist and director of 
music at balliol in the early twentieth 
century. the choir sang the psalm, 
responses, and walmisley’s evening 
service in d minor. the service 
culminated with a stirring rendition 
of Parry’s majestic festal anthem I was 
glad, with the whole congregation 
joining in with the choir and organ. 
the combined sound was electrifying 
– and surely the biggest sound that 
has ever been produced in the chapel. 

evensong was followed by a drinks 
reception in the ocr and then dinner 
in Hall. the gathering represented 
exactly sixty years of chapel music in 

Balliol College Chapel choir has gone from strength 
to strength in recent years. In early 2009 it was 
decided to mark and celebrate this success by 
organizing a reunion of former organ scholars and 
choir members in College. Here Owain Williams 
(2006), who is in his final year as Senior Organ 
Scholar, tells us more about that reunion, the choir, 
and the role of the organ scholar in general.

 Former choristers 
and organ scholars

Ian Taylor
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characters such as ‘og the King of 
bashan’?). this was a new skill for 
most of the choir and i’d like to think 
that it has enriched them in a small 
way – that in years to come they 
might drop in to their local cathedral 
for a midweek evensong and be able 
to appreciate the beauty of it and 
be moved in a way which wouldn’t 
previously have been the case. 

What are the biggest challenges? 
How much of a commitment is it?
i think you can look at the challenges 
in two ways. first, there is the 
administrative aspect – arrangements 
for rehearsals, the music library, 
making sure that you always have 
enough people to perform the music 
that you’ve chosen. that kind of thing 

is particularly difficult when we’re 
putting on a major concert, or going 
on tour. second, there’s the musical 
aspect, which is a huge challenge. 
the choir is purely voluntary, which 
means that there are no punitive 
measures in place and that you have 
to work actively to maintain people’s 
interest. You can be the best musician 
in the world, but if you don’t have 
anyone who wants to sing for you, 
your choir’s not going to be very 
successful. taking the choir through 
new music, putting the effort into 
rehearsals and seeing it pay off is 
very satisfying. the administrative 
part is, to be honest, a real effort and 
sometimes i feel very detached from 
music making, but i suppose it’s a 
necessary evil.

Are you hopeful for the future 
of the choir?
Yes. we’ve had an excellent few years 
and i really hope that we continue to 
build on that. it’s very encouraging 
that the college has recently taken 
the decision to increase significantly 
the value of its junior and senior 
organ scholarships. but it’s important 
not to take success for granted; a 
large driver of our success has been 
having a relatively stable membership 
of the choir, based on a strong new 
intake three or four years ago, and 
people staying on to do graduate 
work and continuing to sing with 
us. these things can change very 
quickly. Hopefully we’ll continue 
to admit people who, as well as 
being very clever, are also talented 
musicians. the choir is only ever as 
good as the people who sing in it! 

Balliol music  
man retires
Peter Ward Jones (1963) has retired 
after forty years as the Bodleian’s 
Music Librarian. Peter was organ 
scholar at Balliol from 1963–66,  
and has fond memories of this time. 
He very much enjoyed the reunion 
and the opportunity it offered to meet 
faces from the past. 

His swan song at the end of 2008 
consisted of the ‘Hallelujah’ exhibition, 
commemorating the various significant 
anniversaries of four giants of the 
British choral music scene: Purcell, 
Handel, Haydn, and Mendelssohn.

His particular interest is the com-
poser Mendelssohn, and his many 
publications have included an edition 
of the illustrated diary that Men-
delssohn and his wife kept jointly dur-
ing their honeymoon and first months 
of marriage in 1837. Peter says there 
is still plenty of work to be done on 
Mendelssohn, and many articles to 
write, so he will still be seen making 
good use of the Bodleian’s resources! 
He also continues to be active as an 
organist and harpsichordist, as well as 
conducting the St Cross College Choir.

Peter Ward Jones

 The current 
choir

 Choir and 
congregation

Ian Taylor
Ian Taylor
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Thirty years of  
women at Balliol

By JaCqueline smith

This year is the thirtieth anniversary of women students 
being admitted to Balliol. To celebrate this fact, this article 
profiles just a handful of the many female alumnae who 
demonstrate great talent in varied walks of life.

balliol was founded in 1263 
by John balliol and his wife, 
dervorguilla of galloway. it was 
she who gave the college its 
foundation, statutes, and seal. 
but the first woman fellow, carol 
clark, was not admitted to balliol 

Academic 
success
for some women alumnae, balliol 
marked the beginning of a career 
in academia. 

Gillian Dow
gillian dow (2000) is a graduate 
of the university of glasgow and 
a former snell exhibitioner at 
balliol. she researched her dPhil 
in comparative Literature in the 
modern Languages faculty at 
oxford, and is now a research 
fellow in english Literature at the 
university of southampton. she 
is responsible for the academic 
programme at chawton House 
Library, which is set in the former 
home of Jane austen’s brother 
in chawton, Hampshire. the 
library houses a unique collection 
of women’s writing in english 
from 1600–1830. it is open to 
the public and runs a varied 
programme of academic activities 
including seminars, lectures, 
and conferences: the bicentenary 
conference to celebrate austen’s 

according to John Jones in his 
Balliol College: A History (second 
edition revised, ouP 2005), 
there was much debate prior to 
their arrival about whether the 
women would need full-length 
mirrors in their rooms, and 
whether the bathroom facilities 
were acceptable. ‘in the event,’ 
he explains, ‘there was only 
one practical problem of any 
significance associated with 
the admission of women, and 
nobody had thought of it: a high 
proportion of them took to rowing 
with enthusiasm (there were two 
balliol women’s eights on the river 
in the first year), so there was a 
need for light-weight equipment’.

sir anthony Kenny, master 
at the time, wrote in his master’s 
Letter (Balliol College Annual 

Record, 1980): ‘the admission 
of women to balliol reminds me 
of the introduction of decimal 
coinage into britain. before it 
happened, people were most 
apprehensive and there were those 
who said no good would come 
of it. Very soon after it happened 
it became quite hard to imagine 
how we had ever managed to do 
all those complicated calculations 
with shillings and pence’.

in 2003, for the first time, 
more women than men were 
admitted to study at balliol. 
according to the alternative 
prospectus (written by the Jcr 
and last updated in 2006), ‘balliol 
differs from some other colleges 
in that the pervading ethos is one 
of equality. women play an active 
role in all aspects of college life.’

arrival in chawton in July 1809 
united distinguished scholars to 
discuss new directions in austen 
studies. gillian’s current research 
is on the cross-channel rise of the 
novel in the eighteenth century.

Ruth Michler
ruth michler (1985) very 
sadly died in a road accident in 
downtown boston on 1 november 
2000, having just established an 
academic career. she was visiting 
northeastern university for the 
academic year 2000/2001 as a 
visiting scholar supported by 
a Powre grant (Professional 
opportunities for women in 
research and education) from the 
us national science foundation. 

ruth received a ba in 
mathematics from oxford; 
her tutors at balliol were 
Keith Hannabuss and frances 
Kirwan. while at oxford she won 
a Jenkyns essay prize for her paper 
‘black Holes’, under the direction 
of roger Penrose. she received 
her Phd from the university of 
california, berkeley, in 1993. a 
year later she accepted a tenure-

until 1973, with women students 
being admitted six years later. in 
total, 31 women undergraduates 
and nine women graduates were 
admitted in 1979 (along with  
87 men undergraduates and 29 
men graduates). 

track position at the university of 
north texas in denton. she was 
promoted to associate Professor 
and awarded tenure in august 
2000. ruth worked primarily in 
the area of cyclic homology and 
singularity theory and made solid 
contributions to this field. she was 
well-known for her enthusiasm 
and for the special encouragement 
she gave to female mathematicians.

Writing and 
broadcasting
Stephanie Flanders
PPe graduate stephanie flanders 
(1987) used to be senior adviser at 
the us treasury in washington. 
she wrote speeches for Larry 
summers, who is now President 
obama’s chief economic adviser. 
stephanie has been the bbc’s 
economics editor since march 
2008. readers may be familiar 
with her wonderfully named bbc 
blog, ‘stephanomics’, which has 
generated such lively debate about 
the uK economy in recent months 

(www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/thereporters/
stephanieflanders/; see page 36 
for further analysis of the current 
economic situation by old members 
working in the financial sector). 

in the past stephanie worked 
as a reporter for the New York 
Times, and as principal editor of 
the united nations’ 2002 Human 
Development Report. she was 
named broadcast Journalist of 
the Year at the 2005 workworld 
media awards, and was elected to 
the governing council of the royal 
economic society in april 2007.

Susan Catto
susan catto (1992) holds a 
doctorate in eighteenth-century 
literature from balliol. she is now 
a toronto-based writer and editor 
with an international readership. 
she frequently contributes travel-
related columns, news, and 
features to the New York Times. 
she also blogs about business 
travel for the Economist and is the 
co-author of Live and Work in the 
USA and Canada (Vacation work 
Publications), now in its fourth 
edition.

Susan Catto Ruth Michler Stephanie Flanders Gillian Dow
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Political movers 
and shakers
many balliol women are now involved 
in national politics; they are to be 
found working for all three main 
political parties in the uK.

Bridget Fox
bridget fox (1983) is a Liberal 
democrat campaigner and 
parliamentary candidate for islington 
south and finsbury. in the last general 
election in 2005, she came just 484 votes 
behind Labour, turning this previously 
safe Labour seat into a marginal one. 
she joined the Liberal Party while 
she was up at balliol, reading History 
and modern Languages. she says: 
‘i still remember the culture shock 
of arriving at oxford…the first girl 
from my grammar school ever to get 
to balliol…i’d grown up in a Labour-
voting household that was about social 
justice, about seeing the divine spark 
in everyone. so i found the Liberals; i 
was captivated by their commitment to 
liberate people as individuals…fighting 
poverty, ignorance, and conformity’. 

bridget keeps two blogs going and 
frequently updates her official website. 
it is here that she urges the government 
to listen to calls for a green road out of 
the recession, and campaigns against 
the closure of local post offices. in her 
spare time she is a school governor, sits 
on the local parochial church council, 
and somehow finds time to work for 
the leading software company 
sirsidynix.

Charlotte Leslie
charlotte Leslie (1997) 
blogs alongside bridget in 
the Guardian’s candidate 
blog series. charlotte is the 
conservative candidate for 
bristol north west and is also a 
freelance writer and researcher 
on public services policy, with a 
particular focus on education. it 
was an interest in education and 
a passionate desire to close the 
enormous education gap that 
exists between rich and poor 
which fuelled charlotte’s entry into 
politics. she has a particular interest in 
special educational needs, and works 
with the national autistic society. she 
edits Crossbow, the magazine of the 
centre-right think tank the bow group, 
and has written on forgotten sections 
of society, which she calls ‘the invisible 
nation’. 

charlotte read classics at balliol, 
and went on to work in television 
production at the bbc before starting 
work at the think tank ‘Policy exchange’ 
and becoming the conservative Party’s 
education adviser. while at balliol, 
charlotte swam for the university –  
and sport still plays a significant part 
in her political life. she is a keen boxer 
and is president of her local boxing club 
in bristol, which she says does brilliant 
work in keeping young men on the 
right track through their education. 
she says that in politics few things beat 
real-life experience and actually ‘getting 
out there’.

Kirsty McNeill
Kirsty mcneill (1997) works for 
gordon brown in the number 10 
political office. in the last general 
election she secured the biggest swing 
to Labour in the country in her first 
run for Parliament, and has been 
reselected to contest the seat. she was 
elected as a local Labour councillor 
in 2006. Kirsty read PPe at oxford 
and spent a year as President of the 
student union. she has since been a 
campaigner for shelter, a celebrities’ 
liaison for oxfam, a campaign 
manager for the stop aids campaign, 
and the european government 
relations manager for data, the 
africa campaigning organization 
set up by bono and bob geldof. 
according to rosa Prince, writing in 
the Telegraph (27 october 2008) Kirsty 
is described as having a ‘ferocious 
intellect coupled with an ability to 
speak the language of real people 
nearly as well as she does that of the 
often tongue-tied mr brown.’ she is 
fast-gaining a reputation for being able 
to ‘get inside’ gordon brown’s head, 
and turn a whole host of disparate 
ideas and comments into a speech that 
is written in fluent ‘gordon-speak’.

 Charlotte Leslie

Yvette Cooper and Kitty Ussher
Yvette cooper (1987) and Kitty ussher 
(1990) both read PPe and are now 
in brown’s government. Yvette was 
educated at eggars comprehensive 
school and alton sixth form college 
before coming up to balliol, where she 
was elected Jcr President in 1989. she 
is mP for Pontefract, castleford and 
Knottingley. she was the first woman 
to be chief secretary to the treasury, 
and at the time of writing is secretary 
of state for work and Pensions. Her 
particular areas of political interest are 
unemployment, energy (coal industry), 
and child poverty. 

Kitty is mP for burnley, where she 
has run many high-profile campaigns 
on behalf of her constituents, such as 
the one to improve burnley general 
Hospital. she was the Parliamentary 
under secretary at the department 
of work and Pensions, where her 
responsibilities included benefit 
reform and tackling child poverty.

 Bridget Fox

 Yvette Cooper

 Kirsty McNeill

 Kitty Ussher
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Improving 
national security
three balliol women are at the fore-
front of work on national security on 
both sides of the atlantic. 

the daughter of the nawab of Pataudi 
and the actress sharmila tagore. she 
read History at balliol, before gaining 
a masters in international relations 
from the London school of economics 
and Political science. after working 
for two years as a Program associate, 
south asian Peace and security, at the 
ford foundation, and then as an asset 
manager with citigroup Private bank, 
she finally chose to follow her dream to 
become a film actor. Her filmography 
comprises 14 films and includes the 
landmark film Rang De Basanti, which 
swept the indian awards and was 
nominated for best foreign film at  
the bafta 2007. 

Christine Rice
a physics degree may not seem the 
most obvious route into a singing 
career, but christine rice (1988) chose 
to swap science for singing when 
she realised where her passions lay. 
she is now a renowned international 
operatic mezzo soprano. most recently 
she sang as giulietta in the John 
schlesinger production of Les Contes 

d’Hoffmann at the royal opera House 
(november/december 2008), in 
which role rupert christiansen (the 
Daily Telegraph, 26 november 2008) 
described her as ‘dazzlingly erotic 
and glamorous’. christine has been 
nominated for the Lawrence olivier 
award for outstanding achievement 
in opera for her roles in the royal 
opera House’s The Minotaur and in 
the english national opera’s Partenope 
(both 2008).

Harriet Goodwin
christine is not the only professional 
mezzo soprano to have studied at 
balliol. Harriet goodwin (1988) 
matriculated in the same year as 
christine, and was featured in the 2007 
edition of Floreat Domus when she 
returned to oxford to give a balliol 
musical society concert. she has now 
turned her hand to writing novels for 
children. The Boy Who Fell Down Exit 
43, a fantasty-adventure for 9–12-year-
olds, will be published in september 
2009 and followed by a second novel  
in autumn 2010.

‘The admission of 

women to Balliol 

reminds me of 

the introduction 

of decimal 

coinage into 

Britain.’
Sir Anthony Kenny

Michèle Flournoy
michèle flournoy (1983) gained 
an mLitt in international relations 
from oxford. in January 2007, she 
co-founded and was named President 
of the center for a new american 
security (cnas), a venture dedicated 
to advancing a strong, centrist national 
security strategy. President obama 
recently announced her as us under 
secretary of defense (Policy). she told 
the senate armed services committee 
that she will work with obama respon-
sibly to end the war in iraq and shift 
more focus to stabilizing afghanistan.

Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall
elizabeth sherwood-randall (1981) was 
a rhodes scholar and gained a dPhil 
in international relations from oxford 
after having completed her undergradu-
ate education at Harvard university. 
while at balliol, Liz lived at Holywell 
manor, and read for her degree with 
montague burton Professor of inter-
national relations Hedley bull. today 

she is serving in the white House as a 
special assistant to the President and 
senior director for european affairs on 
the national security council. 

Prior to joining the obama admin-
istration, Liz was a senior research 
scholar at the stanford university 
center for international security and 
cooperation, a founding senior advi-
sor to the stanford-Harvard Preventive 
defense Project, and the adjunct senior 
fellow for alliance relations at the 
council on foreign relations. in 2004, 
she was selected as a carnegie scholar. 
in the first clinton administration, she 
served as deputy assistant secretary 
of defense for russia, ukraine, and 
eurasia. immediately after finishing her 
dPhil she worked on capitol Hill as the 
chief foreign affairs and defense Policy 
advisor to then senator Joseph r. biden, 
Jr. (now the us Vice President). Her 
oxford thesis was published by Yale uni-
versity Press as Allies in Crisis: Meeting 
Global Challenges to Western Security.  

Treading  
the boards
balliol is not without its fair share of 
women alumnae making their mark 
in the arts.

Charlotte Jones
charlotte Jones (1986) read english at 
balliol and is now a leading playwright 
in the uK. charlotte won the critics’ 
circle award for most Promising 
Playwright in 2000. Humble Boy won 
the susan smith blackburn award 
2001, the critics’ circle best new Play 
award 2002, and the People’s choice 
best new Play award 2002. it features 
a modern-day Hamlet and, according 
to michael billington (the Guardian, 
7 february 2002), ‘it is as a son-and-
mother story and a study in grief that 
Jones’s play works best’. charlotte is 
published by faber & faber.

Soha Ali Khan
in india, soha ali Khan (1996) is the 
latest big thing in bollywood. she is 

 Soha Ali Khan

 Charlotte Jones

Cressida Dick
cressida dick (1979) spearheads 
approaches to national security issues 
in the uK. after an impressive ascent 
up the ranks in the police, in septem-
ber 2006 she was promoted to deputy 
assistant commissioner of the met-
ropolitan Police service. cressida read 
agriculture and forest science while 
at balliol, and has since completed an 
mPhil in criminology. Her policing 
interests include policing ethics, lead-
ership, diversity, hostage negotiation, 
public order, and critical incident man-
agement. she regularly delivers presen-
tations and training in the spheres of 
police leadership, culture and diversity, 
and in critical incident management.

 Cressida Dick

 Michèle Flournoy

 Elizabeth 
Sherwood-Randall
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Nicola Horlick
nicola Horlick (1979) has worked 
in the fund-management industry 
for twenty-six years, gaining a 
reputation for being able to rise  
to the top of this traditionally 
male-dominated sector while 
simultaneously raising a family. 
Her life has not been plain sailing: 
she was suspended from her job 
at deutsche morgan grenfell as 
head of the firm’s £23 billion 
pension fund business; she 
experienced the death from 
leukaemia of her first-born child 
at the age of twelve; and she went 
through a divorce. but her words 
in a 2004 interview with the 
financial mail women’s forum 
perhaps sum up her approach: 
‘there’s no point in moping –  
i have got to get on with it’.

nicola set up the investment 
company bramdean asset 
management in 2005 and is its 
chief executive officer. she read 
Law at balliol and is currently 
co-chair of the balliol campaign 
board, which is engaged in raising 
at least £30 million to mark the 
college’s 750th anniversary 
in 2013. she is involved in 
fundraising for a whole host of 
charity endeavours.

balliol has produced hundreds 
of inspiring and impressive 
women during the last thirty 
years, and of course only a few 
of them can be represented here. 
Here’s to the next thirty years  
and beyond! 

Getting down  
to business
two of the women who came up 
to balliol thirty years ago have 
demonstrated phenomenal business 
acumen and risen to the top of their 
respective fields.

Nancy-Ann DeParle
nancy-ann deParle (1979) is a 
health-policy expert and a senior 
fellow of health-care systems at the 
wharton school in the university 
of Pennsylvania. in march this year 
President obama announced her as 
director of the white House office  
for Health reform. 

nancy-ann is involved in directing 
various health companies: medco 
Health solutions, inc., which delivers 
high-quality prescription health care 
to millions of americans; boston 
scientific, a pioneer in the less-invasive 
medical device industry; and the 
cerner corporation, a leading health 
information technology company that 
has been involved in the automation of 
the uK’s national Health service.

nancy-ann is a trustee of the 
robert wood Johnson foundation, a 
nearly $10 billion foundation devoted 
to helping americans lead healthier 
lives and get the care they need. earlier 
in her career, she served in the clinton 
administration as head of the centers 
for medicare & medicaid services, 
running the $600 billion agency that 
provides health care to some  
74 million americans.

This year the College 
has appointed its 
second woman 
Honorary Fellow: 
Maxine Berg. There 
is more about her 
and the other newly 
appointed Honorary 
Fellows on page 6.

Plans are under 
way for two lunch 
events in College to 
mark the anniversary 
of women being 
admitted to Balliol: 
one on Saturday 
21 November 
2009 for those 
who matriculated 
in the first fifteen 
years (1979–93), 
and another one on 
Saturday 15 May 
2010 for the years 
1994–2008.

 Nicola Horlick

 Nancy-Ann DeParle

 Christine Rice

 Harriet Goodwin
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Inspired to  
be teachers

By BoB tarantino (2008)

It may at times seem as if there are only two vectors 
for a career to take once a person has walked past the 
porter’s lodge and stepped into Balliol’s front quad: 
either a student will become a university academic, 
enmeshed in the rigours of scholarly research and 
seminar readings, or they will vault back out and  
into a life of effort in other fields of endeavour, 
reflecting only occasionally on the world of 
instruction – perhaps merely when the latest issue  
of Floreat Domus arrives through the letter box.

oxford, covering a sabbatical leave 
at a school in north-east London, 
cemented the decision.

there probably aren’t an awful lot 
of maths teachers who made their 
way into cambridgeshire classrooms 
from balliol by means of nepal, but 
mark dawes (1991) is one of them. 
a chance encounter in a pub with 
someone who had just returned 
from teaching in the Himalayan 
nation resulted in dawes spending 
six months teaching english there. 
these days he spends his time as an 
advanced skills teacher (ast) in 
mathematics at comberton Village 
college, and a seconded mentor 
at the faculty of education in 
cambridge. 

dawes received formal teacher 
training despite the fact that, as he 
puts it, ‘i was determined not to be 
a teacher!’ that initial unpromising 
predisposition has since been turned 
around rather radically: dawes now 
not only teaches his own pupils, but 
in his roles as an ast and seconded 
mentor functions as a ‘teacher of 
teachers’, helping to develop and 
enhance the maths teaching skills of 
his peers at other schools and trainee 
maths teachers at cambridge. ‘the 
thought that everyone should be 
able to enjoy and to be successful at 
mathematics’ helped inform dawes’ 
decision to become a teacher, and  
he values the opportunity to pass on 
his own expertise and experience.  
‘i have the immense good fortune to 
be able to work with and observe lots 
of interesting people and ideas. i can 
then deploy some of these ideas in 
my own teaching, which helps to 
keep me fresh.’

since 1985, Katy ricks 
(1979) has taught at a 
succession of schools, before 
beginning a successful tenure 
as Head of sevenoaks school, 

an independent boarding and day 
school located half an hour from 
London. the co-educational facility 
has nearly one thousand students, and 
offers the international baccalaureate 
(ib) diploma Programme for sixth-
form students. the ib is a unique 
programme, founded in 1968, which 
provides a common high-level 
curriculum and set of pre-university 
examinations; in ricks’ words, 
the goal of the programme is to 
develop young people ‘as creative, 
independent, critical thinkers’. during 
ricks’ time as Head, sevenoaks has 
been acknowledged by the Sunday 
Times as britain’s independent 
secondary school of the Year (2007), 
an achievement informed in part 
by the fact that sevenoaks alone 
produced more than 10 per cent of 
students around the world who scored 
top marks in the ib programme. 
Having such distinction and 
recognition bestowed on the school 
has had an ‘exhilarating’ effect on both 
students and staff, demonstrating that 
‘there is no bar to high achievement… 
and no embarrassment about it either.’

However, one function of the 
educational institution is not just to 
prepare individuals for jobs in the 
wide world beyond the protective 
walls of academia, but also to 
perpetuate education itself – to ensure 
that some students are inspired to be 
teachers.

balliol’s reputation for intellectual 
accomplishment is reflected in the 
fact that it has no shortage of teachers 
among the ranks of its graduates. we 
caught up with three of them, each 
at different stages of their career and 
occupying different roles: a chemistry 
graduate in his first decade of 
teaching; a mathematics teacher who, 
in addition to explaining equations 
to students, assists other teachers 
by advising them of innovative and 
effective methods for imparting 
knowledge; and an english graduate 
who has advanced through a variety 
of teaching positions to become head 
teacher of a renowned school.

mark wardrop (2000), who 
obtained a masters in chemistry 
and was President of the balliol Jcr 
in 2002, is currently teaching at st. 
Paul’s girls’ school in London, an 
independent school with its own 
lengthy list of notable graduates. 
wardrop did not obtain any formal 
teaching qualifications before starting 
work, but a combination of factors 
led him to the profession. ‘i’d always 
considered teaching whenever i 
thought about possible jobs,’ says 
wardrop. ‘i had great teachers when i 
was at school and thought i could do 
what they did for me for other people.’ 
being required to make presentations 
explaining his research to his peers 
during the last year of his oxford 
degree, and the enjoyment he derived 
from it, helped solidify teaching as a 
career prospect. a one-year posting 
shortly after his graduation from 

‘I was 

determined not 
to be a teacher!’

Mark Dawes

 Sevenoaks School

 Katy Ricks and 
some of her pupils  
at Sevenoaks School
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The influence of   
the tutorial system
for many students, the tutorial  
system is the defining pedagogical 
experience at oxford: multiple  
essays per week, coupled with critical 
review by professor and peers. ricks 
confirms that tutorials have had a 
lasting influence on the approach she 
has taken in the classroom, recalling 
the discipline needed to produce the 
essays and construct arguments which 
could withstand challenge. ‘Perhaps 
the most important thing i try to 
carry into my teaching is the 
importance of reading things at first 
hand, and not relying on secondary 
sources in developing literary 
understanding. above all, i try to 
communicate the pleasure of 
independent learning, reading,  
and writing.’

the peculiarity of ‘interesting 
situations’ were what made tutorials 
memorable for dawes, and he 
continues ‘trying to fix mathematics 
in interesting situations’ to grab 
the attention of his students. as an 
example of the quirky questions posed 
in tutorials he recalls ‘calculating how 
fast you would need to run with a 
5-metre ladder over your shoulder to 
ensure it could, because of the effects 
of relativity, briefly fit into a 3-metre 

long garage’. exploring these and 
other kinds of scenarios, he notes, 
forestalls questions such as ‘what’s  
the point in learning this?’

Personal fulfilment
enthusiasm for school teaching as a 
vocation continues unabated among 
our interviewees. encouragement 
of anyone interested in teaching was 
a consistent response, and ricks 
observes that if she encounters an 
expression of interest about teaching 
from someone who ‘looks as if they 
would be any good, i offer them a job 
straight away’. 

wardrop advises any prospective 
teachers to ‘go for it! it’s an amazingly 
rewarding job which is occasionally 
infuriating but absolutely never 
boring.’ He has participated in 
‘career information’ sessions for 
current members of balliol, and tries 
to convey a positive, but realistic, 
assessment of the profession. He 
dismisses the pejorative stereotype 
that teachers get to indulge in short 
work days and extensive holidays. 

He also remarks on an aspect of the 
job that tends to get overlooked: 
‘there’s pastoral work as well as the 

job of educating’, and while it can 
‘crowd in on you quite a bit’, assisting 
a student through a rough patch 
brings its own rewards. shepherding 
his charges through to a moment of 
personal illumination or triumph, 
such as understanding a challenging 
concept or obtaining a sought-after 
university place, are the moments that 
wardrop cherishes. ‘there are a lot of 
moments like that and they are one of 
the things that make teaching a great 
profession.’

for his part, dawes counsels that 
the keys to success as a teacher are 
keen observation of other teachers, 
in order to understand what teaching 
entails and learn what works, and 
taking the initiative to implement 

‘It’s an amazingly 

rewarding 

job which is 

occasionally 

infuriating but 

absolutely never 

boring.’
Mark Wardrop

new techniques. ‘i hope that most 
teachers are interested in new ideas 
and are flexible enough to be able to 
incorporate interesting practice into 
their classroom. one of the very best 
teachers i worked with as a neophyte 
was still trying new things in her 
teaching a month before she retired.’ 

while balliol provides an 
occasionally solemn environment in 
which to pursue studies and ponder 
an educative future, its impact is 
broader than time spent in libraries 
or wilting under a tutor’s glare. 
noting that the best thing about 
attending oxford was interacting 
with others, wardrop recalls enjoying 
four years in the company of ‘loads 
of interesting, intelligent, and good 
people.’ for ricks, memories of 
balliol are a mix of in-class and 
extra-curricular activities, and she 
playfully notes that excessive time in 
the Jcr had at least one long-term 
benefit: setting aside any success in 
her career, ‘i’m still quite good at 
table football.’

attracting more top graduates 
into the profession is often expressed 
as a concern. for wardrop the way 
forward is as much about effecting a 
change in cultural perceptions as any 
tinkering with mundane details such 
as pay, qualifications, and testing: 
‘society should value education 
more, as an end in itself, and value 
teaching as a profession’. Perhaps 
one way of achieving that end is to 
promote recognition of the personal 
fulfilment that teaching can enable.

asked when she made the 
decision that she definitely wanted 
to be a teacher, ricks reflects that 
she loved being a student, and 
that, perhaps paradoxically but 
illuminatingly, teaching would be 
one way to continue her role as 
learner. ‘i imagined it would give me 
the opportunity to go on reading, 
thinking, and discussing...it did.’

D
wayne Senior



Historical research in 
Spain and America

By aelwen wetherBy (2007) and Joe merton (2005)

US aid to Republican Spain
many americans, such as the 
aforementioned new York doctors, 
disagreed with their government’s 
strict neutrality and sought ways to 
contribute to one side or the other. 
sympathy for republican spain, 
which resonated with america’s 
own democratic traditions, 
encouraged the development of 
an extensive network of grassroots 
support.

with rumours swirling of the 
republican government’s complete 
lack of medical services, dr edward 
barsky and his colleagues saw 
an opportunity to make use of 
their professional expertise. they 
founded the american medical 
bureau to aid spanish democracy 
(amb). before long, the amb had 
expanded from its single downtown 
new York office to a nationwide 
system of local and regional 
chapters. it attracted the support 
of a number of public figures, 
ranging from ernest Hemingway to 
prominent Johns Hopkins physician 
and medical historian Henry 
sigerist. 

Two graduate students of History give 
snapshots of their research in 1930s 
Spain (Aelwen Wetherby) and 1970s 
America (Joe Merton).

by the end of the war, almost 150 
american doctors, nurses, dentists, 
lab technicians, ambulance drivers, 
and other personnel had left new 
York’s harbour for spain, where 
they helped to establish and run 
over a dozen hospitals and mobile 
ambulance units. it is their story – 
and the story of the organization 
they were a part of – that has 
become the focus of my dissertation.

the aLba have provided a 
treasure trove of information. with 
the story of the amb practically 
absent from the historical literature, 
piecing together a chronological 
narrative of its work in spain was 
initially a challenge. the fredericka 
martin collection, in particular, 
proved an invaluable resource. in 
addition to being chief nurse of the 
first unit, martin began collecting 
research material decades after the 
war in order to write a history of 
international medical volunteers 
in the spanish civil war. while 
her book was never completed, her 
research materials have been saved. 
the collection is unique as it not 
only contains letters, diaries, and 
documents contemporaneous to 
the war in spain, but also includes 

on a summer’s day, the benches of 
washington square Park offer an 
unparalleled vantage point from 
which to observe new York city’s 
constant buzz of activity. i was 
lucky enough to be reminded of this 
almost daily during the six weeks 
i spent at the abraham Lincoln 
brigade archives (aLba) at new 
York university. although the bulk 
of my research was based in new 
York, the historical narrative i was 
there to explore took me several 
thousand miles away.

the story began on one october 
evening in 1936, when a group of 
american physicians met to discuss 
the recent outbreak of war in spain. 
on 17 July, the nationalist spanish 
military initiated a rebellion against 
the elected republican government. 
what was meant to be a swift 
coup d’état rapidly developed into 
a conflict of global dimensions as 
international fascist and communist 
powers entered the fray. the united 
states maintained an isolationist 
stance, encouraging an international 
policy of non-intervention. 
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ongoing correspondence between 
martin and other personnel lasting 
well into the 1970s.

as i retraced some of martin’s 
steps – supplemented with the 
personal papers and photograph 
collections of other volunteers 
– a complex portrait gradually 
emerged. the amb’s units in spain 
made up the largest and arguably 
most well-equipped group of 
international medical volunteers. 
However, they were just one of 
many international units providing 
medical aid to the spanish republic. 
while maintaining a high degree 
of independence as a national unit, 
amb personnel were essentially 
part of the republican military – 
a fact they did not always publicize 
explicitly at home. 

back in the us, dialogues over 
the amb’s role in spain were 
at once highly politicized and 
framed as originating from non-
partisan humanitarian interests. 
in conversations with government 
officials who were already sceptical 
of the amb’s presence in spain, 

23i s s u e  n o . 1 5  J u L Y  2 0 0 9

the humanitarian nature of their 
work was often emphasized over its 
more political aspects. at the same 
time, the amb’s partisan nature 
seems to have been crucial to its 
success. while the amb expanded 
in size and scope, the american 
red cross (an organization known 
for maintaining strict neutrality 
in conflict) struggled to collect 
sufficient donations for any sort 
of meaningful work in spain, 
even with the explicit approval 
and encouragement of the us 
government. 

for most volunteers, however, 
humanitarian and political 
motivations were not differentiated. 
Humanitarian interests were simply 
a part of their developing political 
views. many of the volunteers came 
from urban and working-class 
backgrounds, and had some history 
of sympathy with progressive and 
liberal causes. for them, spain was 
just one chapter in a life of political 
and social activism. 

whatever motivated the 
volunteers to join the amb, the 

fundamental humanity of their 
enterprise once they arrived in 
spain emerges as one of the most 
prominent aspects of their story. 
they faced many challenges, 
ranging from the linguistic to the 
logistic. as might be expected with 
any diverse group of individuals 
living and working together in 
a foreign environment, there 
were disagreements, rivalries, 
romances, and intrigues – all of 
which made popular fodder for 
amb gossip for years afterwards. 
for me, such tales only added 
colour to an already interesting 
story. i only hope my dissertation 
maintains a perspective critical 
enough for laboratory technician 
dotty fontaine, who wrote to 
martin in the 1970s, ‘i would hate 
to see your history turn out to be a 
sentimental account of a few brave 
people doing a wonderful job in 
the hospitals of republican spain. 
my most interesting memories you 
would not publish and should not, 
but please don’t make us out to be 
too angelic.’

 AMB doctors pose 
in front of one of 
the group’s donated 
ambulances (Edward 
Barsky is second from 
the left)
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the problem for the architects 
of this white ethnic movement was 
that, despite widespread media and 
political interest, it never really took 
off. tightening economic constraints 
pushed ethnic identity underground 
and ensured the federal government 
was unlikely to sanction large 
programmes specifically for ethnics. 
social trends such as increased 
affluence and middle-class status, 
suburbanization and intermarriage 
undermined ethnic distinctiveness and 
fuelled assimilation. white identity 
proved impossible to supplant. finally, 
and most fundamentally, the white 
ethnic rights movement was not a 
grassroots phenomenon like its black 
or Hispanic counterparts. few ethnic 
americans had any idea that the politics 
of white ethnicity even existed, nor 
did they identify themselves as white 
ethnics. the increasingly upwardly 
mobile majority took little sustenance 
from an agenda of minority group 
entitlement, reward, and recognition. 

today, the politics of white ethnicity 
that captured the national imagination 
during the 1970s has fizzled out. the 
locus of ethnic identity politics has 
shifted away from the white ethnics 
to Hispanics and asian-americans. 
nonetheless, white, european 
manifestations of ethnic identity 
continue to exist as a form of pick-and-
mix cultural consumerism, reflected 
in food, culture, advertising, or tourist 
attractions. You might consider the 
enduring relevance of white ethnicity 
in the united states upon visiting ellis 
island or the statue of Liberty, taking in 
The Producers on broadway, or eating 
pizza. for even if it no longer functions 
as a political movement, having become 
as dated a relic of the 1970s as bell-
bottoms or boney m, white ethnicity as 
a socio-cultural construct still lives on 
in the america of 2009.

early in last year’s democratic 
primaries, an online blog addressed 
barack obama’s performance amongst 
the ‘white ethnics’. these voters were 
defined as ‘first, second, or third-
generation irish, italian, Polish’. Yet 
bloggers were confused. ‘my catholic 
roots come from france, so i am not 
“ethnic”?’ ‘i’m scottish, german, 
welsh, and french… am i ethnic?’ 
few seemed to comprehend the term 
‘white ethnic,’ or its wider significance.

though the political label ‘white 
ethnic’ may seem alien to us today, 
during the 1970s it was almost 
impossible to avoid. an extraordinary 
resurgence of ethnic group pride 
and consciousness swept the united 
states. the ‘white ethnics’ – irish and 
italians, Jews, greeks, and Poles, the 
descendants of southern and eastern 
european immigrants – rejected 
the idea of assimilation, asserting 
instead their claims to a separate 
group identity. from The Godfather 
to Mean Streets, Happy Days to Rocky, 
few cultural products escaped the 
pervasive influence of white ethnicity. 
college students traced their heritage 
through ethnic studies programmes. 
tour operators offered ‘discover Your 
Homeland’ packages. woolworth’s 
stocked licence plates proclaiming, 
‘irish Power’, ‘i’m italian’, and ‘it’s 
great to be greek’.

but white ethnicity was not just 
about culture – as the New York Times 
declared, in the 1970s, ‘politically… 
ethnicity became chic’. my research 
investigates the emergence of a new 
politics of white ethnicity, built around 
a new political identity – the ‘white 

The politics of  white 
ethnicity in 1970s America

ethnic’. numbering as many as 40 
million citizens, white ethnic voters 
boasted considerable political power. 
activists, intellectuals, politicians, 
and policy makers all propagated 
the idea of the white ethnic, in a bid 
to demonstrate ethnic entitlement 
to civil rights and government 
programmes. white european 
manifestations of ethnicity became 
increasingly institutionalized in 
american political culture. Presidents 
such as richard nixon – breaking off 
from interviews with british television 
celebrities to select a greek-american 
as his Vice President – sensitized 
themselves to the issues and concerns 
of the white ethnics, with much 
electoral success.

However, the politics of white 
ethnicity was not all about spaghetti, 
kielbasa, and dancing the polka. 
instead, ‘white ethnic’ spoke to a 
variety of concerns intrinsic to the 
united states of the 1970s. for some, 
constructing a white ethnic minority 
status was a means of ‘getting ahead’ 
against a backdrop of black socio-
economic advancement and tough 
economic times. some, nixon 
included, used white ethnicity to 
advance an anti-liberal (and at times 
anti-black) backlash. many white 
ethnic organizations proposed policy 
initiatives and depolarization projects 
that would allow white ethnics to 
overcome their frustrations and work 
together for progressive goals. the 
inherent vagueness of the politics of 
white ethnicity meant each of these 
actors – and many more – could use it 
for their own, often divergent, ends.

 White ethnic campaign 
badges from Richard 
Nixon’s 1972 re-election 
campaign

 Poster for a Republican 
ethnic campaign 
rally during the 1976 
Presidential election
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Architects of  the 
Financial Times

By JaCqueline smith

In terms of its alumni, Balliol is perhaps most famous 
for producing a number of British Prime Ministers; it 
may be a less well-known fact that it has also spawned 
a collection of editors on the Financial Times.

Like Jones, Lambert read History 
at balliol, an experience which he says 
stood him in good stead during his 
career in journalism, because it gave 
him the ability to ‘make a few facts 
go a very long way.’ today, Hannah 
Kuchler (2006) is the latest balliol 
History graduate to gain a place on 
the FT ’s graduate scheme. Lambert, 
who is currently director-general 
of the confederation of british 
industry (cbi) and chancellor of the 
university of warwick, describes his 
own interview with sir gordon in 
1966: ‘the session was interrupted 
by a knock on the door: in burst the 
paper’s energy editor – the youthful 
christopher tugendhat. “it’s the north 
sea!” he cried. “a huge gas find!” this 
seemed like fun, so i thought i would 
push hard for a slot and wait there 
until a proper job turned up. i stayed 
for way more than 30 years.’ 

at the still tender age of 27, during 
the time that owen and Lambert 
were both working on the paper, Jdf 
Jones was appointed foreign editor, 
and introduced a new approach to 
the paper’s international reporting. 
He reasoned that the FT ’s readership 
wanted to be informed not only about 
specialist financial or business issues, 
but also about international affairs 
in general. it is pertinent that owen 
remembers Jdf Jones chiefly for 
having ‘different interests from the 
average FT journalist’, and Lambert 
asserts that ‘he made a point of never 
writing about – or, so far as i, know, 
looking at – the financial stuff in 
the paper. and that was probably a 
good thing. when he arrived, the 
FT was essentially a city rag. when 
he left, it had the foundations for an 
international newspaper. not all his 
doing, of course, but he did the spade 
work.’ 

Jdf (as he was widely known) 
strongly encouraged the FT to take 
an interest in those developing 
countries not of immediately obvious 
economic importance, and therefore 

managed to attract journalists ‘who 
had an adventurous spirit’ and were 
willing to go freelance in exotic far-
flung locations in the knowledge that 
they would be published in the FT. 
Lambert, who never made it onto the 
foreign desk, recalls somewhat ruefully: 
‘i would watch with barely concealed 
envy as his youthful recruits streamed 
through the office, shaking the sand off 
their boots and swapping stories about 
raucous nights in shanghai. i would 
nibble my sandwich, and twiddle my 
sliderule thoughtfully.’

as well as emulating sir gordon 
newton’s own model of recruiting very 
young and untested correspondents (at 
one stage Jones’ us staff had an average 
age of 26), Jdf also recruited regional 
specialists based in London to add an 
in-depth intelligent analysis to the hard 
facts. on the back of the success he had 
on the foreign desk with this modus 
operandi, Jdf stepped up to the post of 
managing editor in 1976. from 1981 
to 1985 he was a foreign correspondent 
in south africa, a region of the world 
in which he had a great interest. on 
his return to London he launched the 
weekend FT, combining personal 
finance with restaurant reviews, and 
property with the arts and travel. it was 
not long before the weekend FT was 
outselling the weekday editions. His 
final post at the paper was as arts and 
literary editor. He left in 1993 in order 
to write thrillers, and a biography of 
Laurens van der Post.

Sir Gordon 

Newton was 

‘looking for talent 

wherever he 

could find it’.

JDF Jones, Foreign Editor, Managing Editor, 
and Weekend Editor (1967–93)
Geoffrey Owen, Editor (1981–90)
Richard Lambert, Editor (1991–2001)

on 4 march 2009, a man hailed by 
the current editor Lionel barber as 
‘one of the key architects of today’s 
FT ’ died peacefully at home. this 
was Jdf Jones (1958), the son of a 
bank manager from merthyr tydfil 
in wales. after balliol, where he 
read History, Jones spent some 
time working on the Pretoria News 
in south africa and at reuters in 
London. He joined the FT in 1964 and 
became diplomatic correspondent 
within the year, covering the 
indo–Pakistani conflict of 1965, and 
rhodesia’s unilateral declaration of 
independence. 

balliol man sir geoffrey owen 
(1952), now senior fellow at the 
London school of economics, 
explains that the FT editor of the 
time, sir gordon newton, was 
‘looking for talent wherever he could 
find it’ – it was not important to him 
whether or not his new recruits had 
previous experience in journalism, 
or even in economics. in the late 
1950s and early 1960s, the FT was 
growing very fast, to keep pace with 
the increasing internationalization 
of economics. offices were being 
set up overseas in order to bring 
readers economic news from other 
countries, which made jobs at the FT 
very attractive to enthusiastic recent 
graduates such as Jones, owen, and 
richard Lambert (1963). Lambert, who himself doubled the 

FT ’s circulation during his ten years 
as editor, as well as launching the 
us version, says Jdf ‘expanded the 
empire enomously’. He remembers 
him as ‘an extraordinarily glamourous 
figure: very youthful, compared with 
the grizzled old-timers who were the 
paper’s other senior managers…and 
with a capacity to generate enormous 
loyalty among the people who worked 
for him. He would stride around the 
newsroom looking as though he could 
bite the head off a bear, and send out 
cables to his troops that could have 
been written by evelyn waugh, and 
which became the stuff of FT legends.’

 JDF Jones

 Richard Lambert

 Geoffrey Owen
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amanda wrigley, a specialist in the 
archival investigation of theatre history, 
has written a book documenting 
and interpreting the balliol Players’ 
activities over six decades. Performing 
Greek Drama in Oxford and On 
Tour with the Balliol Players will be 
published by exeter university Press 
in december 2009. wrigley locates 
the Players’ touring tradition within 
the history of performing 
antiquity in oxford and 
beyond. Her book also 
describes other landmark 
performances in oxford 
which have involved 
balliol alumni, including 
the 1880 production of 
aeschylus’ Agamemnon in 
balliol Hall, and a number 
of oxford university 
dramatic society productions.

A light-hearted tradition
what, then, were the balliol Players 
about? John Jones describes the 
Players’ efforts as ‘a light-hearted 
tradition, more important for its 
esprit de corps than its contribution 
to dramatic art’. this certainly seems 
a fair, accurate reflection that the 
Players themselves adopted in their 
unpublished write-ups of tours in the 
later decades. among other Players’ 
paraphernalia, a full script of the 
balliol Players’ version of The Clouds, 
from 1967, is available to view in 
the college Library, on request. the 
following references to the Players’ 
1967 Clouds script are reproduced 

‘It may infuriate 

you if you see it... 

you’ll certainly 

regret it if you 

don’t!’

The rise and 
fall of  the 
Balliol Players

By aBigail Bright (2008) 

In Balliol’s formative years, travelling players 
or jugglers were forbidden to perform in 
College. So it is perhaps not surprising that the 
inception of the College’s famous drama group, 
the Balliol Players, was a tentative affair.

directly from the archived copy, in 
that no punctuation has been added. 

the preface reads as follows: ‘The 
Clouds as performed by the balliol 
Players attempts more to capture the 
spirit of aristophanes, than any sort 
of literal translation.’ the marketing 
of Clouds traded on this: ‘it may 
infuriate you if you see it…you’ll 
certainly regret it if you don’t!’ the 

prologue to that script 
was deliberately self-
deprecating, promising 
entertainment courtesy of 
‘words by some unknown 
twit [and] music by a bit 
of sheer good luck.’  

in particular, the 
script-writers identified 
keenly with the political 
times in which they were 

writing, as the following extract from 
the same prologue clearly shows: ‘of 
course aristophanes never had Queen 
Victoria appearing in his comedy; on 
the other hand he might have done 
had she been as much part of his 
education as she is/was of ours. in 
the same way, we might suppose that 
aristophanes would have employed 
the two biggest clowns of his time, 
had he known who they were; luckily, 
because of television, newspapers, and 
political party broadcasts, we do know 
the two biggest jokers available today.’ 
sure enough, the dramatis personae 
in the guise of the ‘two clowns’ in 
Clouds were described in the Players’ 
versions as ‘H. wilson, esq. and 
g. brown, esq.’ 

‘acting…was embraced by the 
authorities of the twenties rather 
cautiously,’ explains John Jones in his 
Balliol College: A History (ouP 1997). 
certain conditions attached to the 
Players’ inaugural performance; leave to 
perform was premised on publication 
of a list of actors that was liable to veto. 
but there was, too, an air of spontaneity 
about the Players. they actually went 
on their first acting tour no fewer than 
three years before balliol’s governing 
body gave in and granted permission 
for ‘certain members of the college 
to arrange to tour in the south of 
england acting the “Hyppolytus”.’ 

from 1923 to 1976, the balliol 
Players went on annual fortnight-long 
tours to entertain in country houses, 
outdoor locations, and the actors’ 
former schools. from 1923 to 1939, 
and (after the war years) 1947 to the 
late 1950s, they performed reasonably 
close translations of greek tragedy and 
comedy. it was in these early years that 
edward Heath, who went on to become 
Prime minister, arranged scores for 
the Players.

from the late 1950s onwards, the 
balliol Players scripted their own 
performances. the scripts would 
weave contemporary patter into the 
original work, and pick out university 
and college personalities of the day. 
as anna sander, Lonsdale curator of 
archives and manuscripts at balliol, 
observes, this tradition of re-writing 
aristophanic plays with contemporary 
references honoured the spirit and 
tenor of the original works. 

 Edward Heath 
conducting the Town 
Band while on tour 
with the Players at 
Corfe Castle, 1938

 Dress rehearsal of 
‘The Frogs’, Holywell 
Manor Garden, 1948

 The Balliol Players on 
tour with ‘The Birds’, 
1932
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The Players 

went on to write 

flamboyant and, 

at times, risqué, 

scripts

The Clouds on tour
in the summer of 1967, the Players 
took their Clouds on an extensive 
tour, spanning 26 June to 6 July. 
Performances were staged, among 
other places, at birmingham university 
(the opening tour night), Holywell 
manor, Harlaxton manor in grantham, 
oundle school, manchester grammar 
school, charterhouse school, and 
Queen’s college, Harley street, London. 
the production wittily recreated the 
first scene, in which strepsiades – 
rendered ‘widow’ by the Players – nags 
his (her) son, Pheidippides, about 
being a spendthrift. widow strepsiades 
chastises Pheidippides for blowing 
money on ‘342 live geese,’ described 
in the script as a ‘local joke.’ that 
strepsiades was never intended as a 
heroic or virtuous character is taken 
to its fully logical conclusion, with 
strepsiades unguardedly speculative 
as to Pheidippides’ paternal origins 
(‘now which one was his father – 
Pseudodonysius the areopogite or 
that little darkie from blackpool. no 
i remember it was alkibiades.’) Profits 
from that tour, as was the Players’ long-
standing tradition, went to the boys’ 
club, which balliol sponsored 
in oxford. 

considering their hesitant 
beginnings, it is remarkable how 
the Players went on to write such 
flamboyant and, at times, risqué, 
scripts. the 1967 Players’ version 
of Clouds makes for lively reading, 
combining as it does jokes tending to 

pick up on (public) school experiences 
with parody of prominent political 
figures. the prologue introduces ‘a 
play by Harry stophanes,’ featuring 
an argument between an ‘announcer’ 
and aristophanes himself. among 
the jokes in act 1, scene 1, are the trite 
(aristophanes bursts in with 
‘i wrote the play! i wrote The Clouds! 
You’re stealing mycenae!’) and the 
gently supercilious (the announcer 
reassures the audience that he will 
speak to aristophanes ‘in his own 
language’ and promptly tells him to 
‘Popos offos.’) the script contains 
many contemporary references, as 
when aristophanes, in protest, goes 
to ‘telephone Zeus on the 
hot line,’ only to decry 
‘oh dear, it’s not ringing.’ 
the announcer, in reply, 
offers, ‘well that gets 
you the no bell Prize for 
Literature.’ 

there are also lines 
that are explorative of 
adolescent concerns and 
experiences. ganymede, a 
character in the prologue who serves 
no function other than as a plant for 
audience warming-up jokes, constantly 
teases: ‘[i]f you’d read your greek 
myths you’d know that Zeus became 
infatuated with me when i was very 
young and carried me off to olympus.’ 
feigning shock, the announcer’s reply 
is robustly indignant: ‘at my school 
you’d have been expelled for that.’ 
camply contemptuous, ganymede 
confesses: ‘oh i’ve been expulsed 

all over the place.’ Jokes centring 
on the homosexually erotic are rife. 
at one point, aristophanes asks 
ganymede ‘what’s your position in 
life?’ ganymede shows momentary, 
uncharacteristic caution: ‘watch it dear 
you’ll get me arrested.’ the licence for 
questioning and space for discovery 
that the Players’ script-writing 
represented was coupled with the kind 
of reference to homosexuality which 
was typical of 1960s comedy. certainly, 
the personal correspondence lodged 
with the college archive suggests that 
the Players’ touring was an important, 
formative experience for those students 
who were balliol Players.

the Players were 
officially wound up as an 
active society in 1976, but 
seem to have enjoyed their 
hey-day much before then. 
‘the tradition survived the 
war, and remained vigorous 
until about 1965, but then 
degenerated. complaints 
about the script, delivery 
and off-stage behaviour 

became an embarrassment,’ Jones 
explains. However, wrigley’s much-
anticipated book will capture the 
important legacy of the balliol Players. 
what is striking is how fresh and 
vital greek drama still feels in today’s 
oxford – intellectually and in terms of 
treading the boards with, for example, 
the regular productions of adaptations 
of greek drama that the university’s 
onassis Programme bring to the 
Playhouse.

Abigail Bright is a 
faculty research 
assistant in the Faculty 
of Law, University of 
Oxford. She performs 
in, and writes for, 
Middle Temple Revels. 

Amanda Wrigley’s book 
will be launched at 
Balliol in 2010. Alumni 
will enjoy a significant 
discount on purchase 
of the book. 

The first ten years 
of the Balliol Players’ 
history is documented 
by the private 
publication of 
T.G. Usbourne and 
M.S. Whitehouse 
(Edinburgh, 1933). 

Kind thanks go to 
Amanda Wrigley and 
Anna Sander for time 
given to interview and 
archival searching, 
respectively. 
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How green  
is Balliol?

By eChomo efeyini (2008) and JaCqueline smith

house (of a kind found in the west of 
england for the last 400 years) made 
from clay, sand, straw, and water. 
Yarrow’s aim was to ‘show something 
people can aspire to – seeing mud as 
chic’. for this reason he deliberately 
involved lots of people in the project 
so that they could learn the skills 
involved in building such a home.

Yarrow explains that they moved 
into the house in may 2008, just before 
one of the wettest and windiest winters 
in the cape in recent years: ‘the house 
was so warm and cosy (even before 
we’d managed to put any curtains up, 
and with one upstairs window lacking 
glass!), that adding a fireplace has 
literally gone on the backburner. it’s 
also been remarkably cool in the house 
despite a very hot summer here – the 
perfect house for staying comfortable 
with the variations of global warming!’ 
He and his wife are also offering bed 
and breakfast; the rooms are naturally 
furnished and the food is all organic, 
which Yarrow describes as ‘real 
tourism activism’ in a country that is 
lagging behind many others on the 
continent in terms of switching to 
organic food production, due to its 
history of large farm agribusiness. 

Yarrow believes that his project  
(a house built by a community, using 
naturally available materials) is an 
example of what south africa really 
needs in terms of new housing for 
the millions of poor people living 
in makeshift shacks. He admits that 

his sophisticated version is not 
necessarily completely indicative of 

what south africa’s government 
could afford. the house, 
including the price of the plot of 
land it is built on, cost £70,000. 
it has multiple bedrooms, 

bathrooms, a kitchen, and a 
garden, but also uses recycled 
water, heated by renewable 
energy. it is an example of one 
attractive and feasible alternative 
to the dominant perception 
of a ‘proper house’ made from 
fired bricks and mortar, which 
is both more expensive to build, 
and responsible for the largest 

amount of co2 emissions in 
developed and developing 
countries – the production 

oxford university as a whole came 
a disappointing 50th out of the 119 
british universities surveyed by People 
and Planet in their own ‘green league’. 
according to doireann Lalor (2006), 
who is heading up the college’s energy 
efficiency campaign, this could, in 
part, be down to the university’s 
conservative roots, which has made it 
relatively resistant to modernization 
and change, as well as the fact that 
the collegiate structure has made it 
more difficult to enact change on a 
wide scale. However, there is still little 
excuse, with cambridge ranking fifth 

in the league. there is no doubt that, 
with its reputation and resources, 
oxford university should be a trail-
blazer for environmentalism, and 
since the results announcing the 
university’s poor environmental 
performance were released, students 
have voiced their concern. as a 
result of this pressure, the university 
has committed to adopting more 
centralized and accountable 
environmental policies. ‘balliol 
unplugged’ is just one example of  
how the college community is  
playing its part in the wider effort.  
so much for the green credentials of 
the current members. but what of 
balliol’s alumni? balliol has produced 
(and is still producing) pioneers in 
the broad field of environmentalism, 
from academics to activists.

The perfect house
 simric Yarrow (1991), for example, 
is making his own somewhat 
quirky contribution to the green 
movement. He has built a cob house 
in muizenberg, a suburb of cape 
town in south africa, for himself 

and his family to live in. it is 
an environmentally friendly 

Balliol College has an enthusiastic environmentalist 
community both among its current members and 
its alumni. We were ranked second in the Oxford 
University Student Union’s latest ‘green league’ of 
Oxford colleges, just behind Linacre, which has done 
tremendous work and succeeded in becoming a 
‘carbon neutral’ college. Our high ranking was based 
on a number of green initiatives running in College. 
This year, a new energy efficiency campaign is being 
launched with much fanfare in Trinity Term, to 
ensure that we stay on our toes (see box). 

 Getting the 
community involved

 A serene corner of the 
cob house interior

 Simric and family 
outside the cob house 
during construction



29i s s u e  n o . 1 5  J u L Y  2 0 0 9

Elephants and honey bees
meanwhile, in another part of the 
african continent, Lucy King (2005) 
has been doing some cutting-edge 
research into elephant behaviour 
with a very practical environmental 
application. King gained her msc in 
biology while at balliol. she is now a 
dPhil researcher in the university’s 
animal behaviour research group, 
working with a research team called 
‘save the elephants’, which is headed 
by elephant expert dr iain douglas 
Hamilton (obe). in January 2009 
she featured in a bbc mini-series for 
television called ‘the secret Life of 
elephants’. the programmes provided 
insight into the emotional and dramatic 
lives of elephants in Kenya’s samburu 
reserve, and profiled Lucy’s research 
into the key relationship between 
elephants and african honey bees.

Lucy’s aim is to find some crop-
protection methods than can be 
financed and managed by farmers 
by way of a long-term solution to the 
human–elephant conflict in rural 
regions in Kenya. the increasing 
encroachment of elephants on human 
settlements is becoming more severe 
as the human population increases, 
intruding on the natural habitats of 
the elephants. the close proximity 
of elephants, animals which require 
huge amounts of food and water, to 
many of the new villages being built, 
has brought them into direct conflict 
with local people, who have resorted, 
at worst, to killing elephants that come 
onto their land to eat crops. 

Lucy is investigating the possibility 
of using african honey bees as a low-
tech elephant deterrent, as there is 
evidence to show that elephants are 
scared by the noise of angry swarming 
bees. this technique would also have 
economic benefits as the cultivation of 
bees in hives could lead to the sale of 
more honey products. she is currently 
working very closely with poor rural 
farmers to test out these ideas. Lucy 
is clearly very passionate about the 
conservation of wildlife species and 
the preservation of natural habitats, 
and we will no doubt see more of her 
high-profile work in the future. 

Future research
back in oxford, balliol continues 
to ensure that environment-related 
research retains a prominent place. the 
Linnett scholarship in environmental 
economics was inaugurated in 2008 
to help fund a graduate student at 
balliol with a research proposal 
focused on environmental economics. 
the current Linnett scholar is Kyle 
rebecca scott, whose thesis is entitled 
‘essays in consumption Habits and the 
environment’. balliol is also welcoming 
a new Junior research fellow who 
will study in the 21st century ocean 
institute at the James martin 21st 
century school. Laure Zanna, 
currently completing her Phd at 
Harvard university, is just one of what 
could be a long line of rising academics 
in the field of environmentalism 
interacting with balliol through the 
James martin 21st century school. 
she is interested in climate prediction 
and predictability, and the role and 
response of the ocean in global 
climate change. 

the eponymous founder of the 
James martin 21st century school 
is the university’s most generous 
benefactor in modern times. on 12 
march 2009, in an effort to encourage 
people to keep giving through the 
global financial downturn, dr martin 
pledged to match donations of at 
least $1 million and up to a total of 
$50 million for gifts made between 
12 march 2009 and 12 march 2010. 
if enough pledges are received in the 
year, those gifts plus his matching 
funding will total $100 million. 
dr martin said: ‘my view is that while 
we may be distracted by today’s credit 
crunch, we must not forget the bigger 
picture – that we need to safeguard a 
future for the generations that follow 
us. we urgently have to work towards 
solutions to critical global challenges 
like climate change.’

The ‘Save the 
Elephants’ research 
project: www.savethe
elephants.org

Simric Yarrow’s 
cob house blog: 
cobhouse.blogspot.com

Balliol 
Unplugged
The College’s community spirit 
is being invoked to help raise 
awareness among students, 
Fellows, and staff about everday 
ways to save energy. Doireann 
Lalor, a postgraduate student of 
Italian, is leading the campaign and 
has gathered a fairly representative 
group of enthusiastic staff, 
undergraduates, graduates, and 
college officers to help her. 

The campaign was launched on 
2 May 2009 with an evening event 
featuring entertainers and speakers, 
one of whom was Kate Raworth 
(1990), who is currently working in 
Oxfam’s research team investigating 
the effects of climate change on 
poor people in developing countries. 
Posters and leaflets giving energy-
saving tips have been designed and 
distributed around College.

There will be a renewed push 
in Michaelmas Term to continue 
saving as much energy as possible. 
Ultimately, this project is long-term 
– its successes will be monitored 
periodically and published on 
noticeboards around College, in 
order to see real cuts in energy use.

of cement is one of the biggest 
contributors to greenhouse gas. 
and, as Yarrow concludes, ‘it 
is also a beautiful place to live 
in, which i think touches many 
people deeply who have visited us, 
and is after all at the heart of what 
environmentalism is really about.’ 

 Elephant throwing grass

 Lucy King with 
elephants in Kenya’s 
Samburu reserve
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Combatting HIV: 
the bigger picture

By JoBina taliB hardy (2005)

HIV/AIDS is an increasingly crucial area of study, as this 
devastating pandemic threatens to take more and more lives both 
in the West and in the starkly contrasting world of sub-Saharan 
Africa, with no immediate end in sight. Balliol members are among 
those making their mark on this global concern. Through their own 
unique interests and abilities they bring the world a step closer to 
understanding and ultimately combatting this global health crisis. 

no epidemic can be taken in isolation, 
no disease exists independently; we 
must consider all of the causes and 
effects before we can fully understand 
the problem and hope to find a  
cure. it is these often far-reaching 
connections, driving the outbreak and 
spread of disease, that charles salmen 
(2008) made the topic of his winning 
entry to the global forum of Health’s 
Young Voices essay competition.  
He was partly funded in this project  
by balliol’s brackenbury trust, and  
his lastest trip to Kenya, where he 
manages a micro-clinic project,  
was paid for by a generous gift from 
roland mason (1951).

nearly 300 essays were submitted 
by young professionals on concerns 
about climate change and health, with 
fresh perspectives on solutions for 
vulnerable populations in particular. 
salmen’s paper ‘rethinking Health for 
our global organism’ highlights the 
emerging relationship between climate 
change and the health of the global 
community. He urges us not to discount 
the overwhelming effects of ‘oppressive 
socioeconomic forces and deteriorating 
physical environments’ as potent 
virulence factors for diseases across  
the planet. 

the six winners of the essay 
competition were invited to take 
part in the global ministerial forum 
on research for Health in mali in 
november 2008. the focus of this 
competition is developing a new 
outlook on research, and it is precisely 
these broader viewpoints which are 
necessary to combat HiV and aids 
around the world. biochemistry and 
medicine alone are insufficient to fight 
this disease; we need to address this 
virus not only through the biological 
sciences but through an awareness 
of sociology, economics, politics, 
geography…

charles has taken this philosophy 
and implemented it in mfangano island, 
on Lake Victoria, Kenya, through his 
position as Programme director of the 
‘organic Health response global micro 

clinic Project’ initiative for people 
living with HiV and aids. nearly 30 
per cent of the inhabitants of mfangano 
island are HiV-positive, one of the 
highest concentrations in the world. 
oHr’s policies are a response to the fact 
that ‘combined with poverty, disease 
has forced these island communities 
to make dangerous changes to their 
environment.’ the programme aims 
to provide nutritional, psycho-social, 
and medical support for people living 
with HiV and aids, and for their 
communities. micro-clinics are among 
a range of initiatives that allow local 
Kenyans to take their lives into their 
own hands. workers at these clinics 
acknowledge local understandings 
of the disease and incorporate them 
into the most effective anti-retroviral 
treatment (art) for the community. 

other balliol old members are also 
highlighting the extra-biochemical 
factors in the HiV pandemic. although 
effective arts have been developed 
that are capable of controlling HiV and 
delaying the onset of full-blown aids, 
this treatment entails an intensive and 
complex routine of pill-taking. such a 
routine requires immense co-ordination 
and organization, and this often falls 
short, especially in sub-saharan africa. 
Jonny steinberg (1995) and rebecca 
Hodes (2004) are two examples of 
those investigating the political and 
social concerns that are preventing the 
effective delivery of potentially life-
saving awareness and treatment.

Three-letter plague
Having undertaken a rhodes 
scholarship at balliol, Jonny steinberg 
has focused his attentions on 
journalism in his homeland of south 
africa. He comments on the political 
state of affairs in south africa, from 
president to president, from health 
minister to health minister, recounting 
the successes and failures of those 
with the most power to re-mould 
the attitudes and realities of the HiV 
pandemic in their country. steinberg 
has now published five books 
investigating the nature of the social 
fabric of south africa, from racial 
conflict to crime and punishment.

His latest book Three-Letter Plague, 
published in the uK by Vintage earlier 
this year, tackles these concerns not 
through the eyes of a balliol alumnus 
political theorist but through the eyes 
of sizwe magadla, a shop owner in 
the district of Lusikisiki, south africa. 
Lusikisiki has an excellent clinic for 
HiV testing and the supply of arts. 
in spite of this, sizwe refuses to get 

 Jonny Steinberg

 Charles Salmen
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tested. He will encourage friends and 
family to get tested and treated, and he 
believes that arts will delay aids and 
save lives. 

However, he himself is too scared to 
overcome the stigmas attached to the 
disease to risk being branded as HiV-
positive. steinberg weaves a layered 
account of this overpopulated district. 
He develops the reader’s understanding 
of sizwe’s position, of his decision to 
turn his back on his own mortality, of 
his fear of being shamed in the face of 
a community where no-one’s business 
is their own. in the foreword to Three-
Letter Plague the author asks, ‘will it be 
said that several successive generations 
of southern africans were decimated by 
a sense of disgrace?’

He shows that the effects of years 
of strong political leadership that 
denied a connection between HiV and 
aids; the recovery from the shadow 
of apartheid; and the traditional social 
roles in which men dominate women 
are deeply ingrained in the psyche of 
the south african people. steinberg 
does not propose a political ‘cure’ for 

this situation, but simply uses the 
powers of his writing to bring the  
story of the south africans caught  
in the middle of this pandemic to the 
rest of the world.

it is through the acceptance and 
understanding of HiV and aids that 
the negative cultural connotations 
of the disease are gradually being 
overcome. rebecca Hodes argues that 
the immense power of television and 
film to facilitate mass education and 
awareness had a largely detrimental 
effect in the early incidence of the  
HiV pandemic in south africa, driving 
misunderstanding and prejudice. more 
recently, this influence has been used 
positively to combat stigma. in her 
dPhil project Hodes demonstrates 
through her research the effects of 
documentary on the cultural aspects  
of south african HiV and aids. 

Beat It!
rebecca focuses on ‘beat it!’ or 
‘siyayinqoba’, a south african television 
programme presented by and targeted 
towards the HiV-positive population, 

reaching an audience of four million 
people every week. Piloted in 1999, the 
programme evolved in the context of 
gradual changes in perception of HiV 
and aids. it aims to bring to the fore 
the inspiring stories of sufferers and 
those around them, such that it might 
offer medically reliable information, 
lend advice on living with the disease, 
and encourage an active participation 
in HiV and aids work.

rebecca Hodes’ studies have 
equipped her for her current 
position as the director of policy, 
communications, and research at 
the prominent and influential HiV 
activist organization, the treatment 
action campaign (tac) in south 
africa. among the achievements of 
tac are its successful rallying for 
a south african cabinet approved 
operational Plan for comprehensive 
treatment and care for HiV and 
aids in 2003. this plan stipulates that 
‘within a year, there will be at least one 
[anti-retroviral] service point in every 
health district across the country, and 
within five years, one service point in 
every local municipality.’ 

facilitating public access to arts 
has revolutionized the fight against the 
disease and prevented thousands of 
unnecessary fatalities. through tac, 
rebecca continues to campaign for fair 
treatment of people living with HiV 
and aids through discussions with 
government, health-care institutions, 
and big pharmaceutical companies, as 
well as through local treatment literacy 
programmes.

across the spectrum of disciplines 
fighting the HiV pandemic, still 
more balliol students and alumni 
are pushing forward into the depths 
of the disease, its roots and its 
outcomes. these three individuals 
alone demonstrate the scope of this 
pandemic and the numerous obstacles 
we face in overcoming the virus. 
However, their stories ultimately rest 
on a belief that the tide can change on 
a disease that is devastating the world.

 Rebecca Hodes

 Local farmer 
overlooking Lake 
Victoria from Soklo 
Mountain on Mfangano 
Island in Western 
Kenya

 Using wireless internet 
to teach HIV awareness 
to young people in 
Tanzania
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Students give 
free legal advice

By JaCqueline smith

The University of Oxford is gaining national 
recognition from the Attorney-General due to the 
efforts of some of Balliol’s postgraduate law students 
in pro bono work.

religious freedom. i also thought it 
would provide a good balance to the 
isolation of doctoral research.’

the pro bono group has worked 
on a range of high-profile human-
rights and public-interest cases 
internationally. these include 
investigation into the legal status 
of prisoners held at guantanamo 
bay, research on the treatment of 
homosexuals in the us military for 
litigation in the us federal court, 
providing an expert opinion on 
the legality of the israeli separation 
barrier, and the compliance of 
Zimbabwe’s eviction campaign with 
international criminal Law.

in 2007, oxford Pro bono Publico 
gained a national award for for 
their work on guantanamo bay. 
the award celebrates ‘the best pro 
bono legal activities undertaken by 
students and law schools, and the 
positive impact that the activities 
have had on those helped’.

aruna sathanapally (2006) 
worked on the case of omar Khadr, 
the 15 year-old canadian captured 
in afghanistan in 2002 and detained 
at guantanamo bay. ‘the work 
involved researching and preparing 
arguments for the military lawyers 
representing Khadr. i looked at 
the legality of the offences charged 
under the laws of war, and the rights 
that Khadr was entitled to as a 
child. i took part because, not only 
are the issues that arise in the case 
tremendously interesting, it was 
also an opportunity to put my legal 
skills towards a very good cause. 
we got to meet and discuss matters 
with the military lawyers at a couple 

of meetings, and learned what went 
on behind the scenes in relation to 
guantanamo bay and the us and 
canadian governments. i’m very 
glad i did it. the chance to work on 
this litigation reinforced to me the 
importance of lawyers defending 
the unpopular and those whose 
mistreatment is ignored by their 
government. i hope in my career  
as a lawyer sometimes to play that 
vital role.’

Balliol’s pro bono hero
in 2008, balliol graduate student and 
former chair of oxford Pro bono 
Publico Jennifer robinson (2006) was 
recognized as a ‘national pro bono 
hero’ by the attorney-general. this 
award is a substantial achievement, 
given to only thirty pro bono lawyers 
every year. Jen was nominated 
by advocates for international 
development (a4id) for her pro 
bono work with them. 

a4id was born out of a desire 
within the legal community to 
institutionalize the commitment 
to international pro bono work. 
following the 2004 boxing day 
tsunami in asia, a group of London-
based lawyers came together in 
association with oxfam to further 
this cause. support came from across 
the profession, with each signatory 
making a public declaration of their 
commitment to use their skills to 
help to reduce poverty. with this, 
the ‘1,000 city Lawyers’ was born. 
a4id is the independent successor 
organization of this movement and 
has adopted a broader focus: to use 
legal skills in support of a range of 
development actors to champion 
the united nations millennium 
development goals.

Jennifer got involved with a4id 
through her contact with the legal 
team at oxfam, and has since helped 
to build a permanent link between 
a4id and oxford Pro bono Publico. 
the first project they did together 
was an information training seminar 
for non-government organizations 
on how to use the new third-party 
participation procedure at the 
international centre for settlement  
of investment disputes (icsid). 

Jennifer’s ‘pro bono hero’ award 
was also in recognition of her 
individual pro bono efforts working 
with west Papuan refugees now 
living in oxford. in 2009 Jen helped 
a Papuan refugee get refugee status 
in the uK. He is the third Papuan 
she has assisted in the past six years. 
there is a small community of west 
Papuans in oxford, who, together 
with Jen and some balliol old 
members, have formed the oxford 
university free west Papua society, 
which meets at balliol.

‘We learned 

what went on 

behind the 

scenes in relation 

to Guantanamo 

Bay.’
Aruna Sathanapally

Oxford Pro Bono Publico
oxford Pro bono Publico is a group 
of law postgraduates and Law faculty 
members dedicated to the practice 
of public-interest law on a pro bono 
basis (i.e. for free). group members 
help to prepare research briefs 
and expert opinions for practising 
solicitors and barristers who are 
themselves acting on a pro bono basis. 

balliol graduate student Jane 
norton (2007) is currently the group’s 
communications officer, which 
involves checking email, maintaining 
the website, and sending out news 
releases. she is also co-ordinating a 
project for the organization Liberty 
to update their ‘Your rights’ website, 
providing support to individuals and 
organizations who wish to understand 
and enforce their rights under the 
Human rights act 1998. 

Jane says ‘i wanted to become 
involved with oxford Pro bono 
Publico because i am interested in 
constitutional rights: my thesis is on 

 OPBP with US military 
counsel representing 
Omar Khadr (Aruna 
Sathanapally is second 
from right, Jennifer 
Robinson second  
from left)
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work in a tribunal at a critical 
juncture in its life (its formative stage) 
– and all the possibilities this opens 
for creative and committed work in 
an emerging field of international law 
practice.

the next six months were amongst 
the most rewarding periods of my 
life. i was immediately drawn into the 
frenetic pace of long days and even 
longer nights, researching and writing 
on novel points of international 
criminal law, helping draft the first 
few motions before the tribunal, and 
witnessing the hopes and attitudes 
of a country finally confronting its 
troubled past in the form of a long-
awaited legal proceeding. 

The Khmer Rouge Trials
in the summer of 2007, neha Jain 
(2005) had an internship with the 
office of the Prosecutor at the united 
nations assistance to the Khmer 
rouge trials in cambodia. this 
office was tasked with prosecuting 
senior leaders of the Khmer rouge 
and those most responsible for the 
atrocities committed during its 
regime. 

neha says: ‘i had always wanted 
to work in the fields of international 
criminal law and humanitarian 
law. my reason for choosing to 
work in cambodia was the unique 
opportunity it provided for hands-on 

by the time i left cambodia, the 
first five suspects had been formally 
indicted and the court was busy 
preparing for what will necessarily be  
a complicated and protracted trial. 

it is largely due to my experience in 
cambodia that i chose to concentrate 
my dPhil research on an aspect of 
international criminal law theory –  
a sadly neglected area of law urgently 
in need of theoretical sophistication. 

i continue my association with 
cambodia as editor of the cambodia 
working Papers published by the 
oxford transitional Justice research 
group, and of course through the 
fulfilling relationships i made while 
working there.’

 Neha Jain outside 
the Cambodian 
Royal Palace in 
Phnom Penh



A meeting  
of  lawyers  
in Mauritius

By Jennifer roBinson (2006)

between 1954 and 1957, rajsoomer 
Lallah read law at balliol as an 
anderson scholar. over a glass of red 
wine, he recalls with great fondness 
his time at balliol. ‘for me, the most 
enjoyable part of being at balliol was 
meeting people from all over the 
world, as well as people from different 
social classes in english society.’ Lallah 
remembered that balliol had been Head 
of the river for two years running while 
he was there, and was delighted to hear 
that balliol had, last year, been Head 
of the river once again. He has fond 
memories of sitting out on the lawn in 
summer and exploring the villages in 
the cotswolds with the many friends 
he made from the Younger society and 
from playing football for college.

while at balliol, Lallah joined 
middle temple, completing his 
pupilage in London after graduation. 
He then returned to mauritius to 
practise as a barrister in both civil and 
criminal matters. He was a celebrated 
advocate and clearly enjoyed his time 
at the bar: ‘nothing is as exciting as 
being on your feet in court,’ he says. 
but in 1959, the chief Justice offered 
him a new position in government, 
explaining that mauritius was 
about to make the transition from 
colonialism to independence. between 
1959 and 1968, Lallah worked in the 
attorney-general’s office, guiding 
the government on what the change 
from colony to independent member 
of the commonwealth would mean, 
and assisting in drafting the new 
constitution of the republic of 
mauritius. in 1968 he acted as adviser 
to the colonial office, together with the 
governor, sir John shaw rennie (1939), 
another balliol man.

Constitution-making
once mauritius was independent, 
Lallah felt he ought to know about 
the problems a new nation might face 
in international relations, and so he 
applied for a united nations fellowship 
to attend the Hague academy in 1970. 
He worked at the world bank, and at 
the Legal office of the united nations. 
He met Professor gordon goundry, 
a canadian economist working with 
commonwealth governments, who 

later moved to the un as assistant 
secretary-general in the 1970s. 
Professor goundry thought the 
commonwealth would benefit from 
implementing legislation to demarcate 
the territorial sea and continental shelf, 
and invited Lallah to work with the 
commonwealth secretariat in London 
towards this purpose. during his five 
years in London as a Legal member of 
the multidisciplinary team acting for 
commonwealth governments, Lallah’s 
area of interest spread to constitutional 
law and constitution-making. He 
advised many former british colonies, 
now independent states and members 
of the commonwealth, on drafting and 
implementing their new constitutions. 

Lallah and his wife moved back to 
mauritius so that their children could 
have a mauritian upbringing. Lallah 
re-joined the attorney-general’s office 
as assistant solicitor-general, and 
later became Parliamentary counsel. 
He was appointed Queen’s counsel 
in 1976. in 1980, he became a Judge 
of the supreme court, a position he 
would hold for fifteen years, retiring 
as chief Justice of mauritius in 1995. 
He recalls with great satisfaction the 
fact that this time at the bench gave 
him the opportunity to ‘give life to the 
constitution’ – the same constitution he 
had helped to draft in the late 1960s.

Human rights
in 1977 Lallah was elected as one of 
the eighteen jurists to serve on the un 
Human rights committee, appointed 
under the international covenant on 
civil and Political rights (iccPr). He 
served as Vice-chairman (1977–78), 
special rapporteur (1978–82), and 
chairman (1989–91). He is still a 
member of the committee today, having 
refused a further opportunity to act as 
the chair. He likes to retain the power 
to dissent from the majority because, 
he says, ‘i always liked to be able to 
speak for myself.’ Lallah chuckles as 
he talks about the upset he caused to 
the us foreign relations committee 
over the principled position he adopted 
regarding a us reservation to the 
iccPr. the reservation stipulates that 
the iccPr will only be respected to the 
extent that it reflects the rights in the 

I have a keen interest in human rights, and was thrilled 
to discover that the longest-serving member of the 
United Nations Human Rights Committee, Rajsoomer 
Lallah QC, GOSK is, like me, a ‘Balliol lawyer’. 
Lallah’s illustrious career has spanned many decades, 
continents, and areas of the law. His role in drafting the 
constitutions of newly independent states, as well as his 
role in the development of international human rights 
jurisprudence, makes him in my view one of the most 
eminent lawyers and jurists to have read law at Balliol. 
On a recent trip to Mauritius I had the great honour 
and pleasure of meeting him and his wife, Pushpa.
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to seek return in the uK courts failing 
before the House of Lords (see R (On 
The Application of Bancoult) V Secretary 
of State For Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs [2008] uKHL 61). Lallah has 
been outspoken in his support for the 
chagossians and his outrage at the 
injustices perpetrated by the british, 
appearing on international television 
documentaries aimed at raising the 
profile of the chagossians’ cause.

when i asked Lallah to reflect on 
his career – a career that reads like a 
list of my dream jobs – his response 
was characteristically modest. ‘things 
look ordinary when you are doing 
them. one never feels like one is doing 
something of historical significance,’  

‘Nothing is as 

exciting as being 

on your feet in 

Court.’
Rajsoomer Lallah

us constitution, as interpreted by the 
us supreme court. Lallah observed 
‘the us constitution is not sacrosanct:  
it has been amended over fifty times.  
it is time the us amends the 
constitution to reflect the iccPr’.  
the foreign relations committee was 
outraged, with senator Jesse Helms 
allegedly expostulating: ‘who does he 
think he is, this man from nowhere?’. 
the us threatened to cut its financial 
assistance to the un Human rights 
committee. Lallah was not concerned, 
and sticks by his opinion. 

the great majority of Lallah’s  
human rights missions were successful 
in bringing about positive change.  
He was a special rapporteur to chile  
in 1983–84, and in 1998 was chair of 
the commission of enquiry appointed 
by the international Labour 
organization to investigate industrial 
complaints in nigeria. Lallah 
demonstrated his consensus-building 
skills, with the result that the nigerian 
government agreed to lift its ban on 
trade unions. also in 1998, he was 
appointed by the un secretary- 
general to assess materials relating  
to genocide in cambodia, and to 
recommend appropriate measures to 
the security council. following this 
advice, cambodia created the 
extraordinary chambers in the courts 
of cambodia for the Prosecution of 
crimes committed during the Period 
of democratic Kampuchea 
(extraordinary chambers or eccc)  
to try serious crimes committed  
during the Khmer rouge regime  
1975–79 (see page 33). 

Lallah has used his profile and 
expertise to raise awareness about 
human rights abuse in his own country 
of mauritius. one such case is that of 
the chagossians, forcibly removed by 
the british from their homes in the 
chagos islands to mauritius to make 
way for the controversial us military 
base on diego garcia. the chagossians 
have long campaigned for a return to 
their homeland, with the latest attempt 

he says. He describes feeling ‘very lucky 
to have been born in a period of history 
that saw the opening up of the world 
and the end of colonialism; to see the 
independence of african and asian 
countries, including my own.’ Lallah 
believes that every century has its own 
exciting period, and he feels fortunate 
that he has had the opportunity to 
participate in such change. 

at the end of a long evening of 
Lallah’s story-telling and reminiscing 
about balliol and oxford, i remark that 
i have so enjoyed hearing about his 
experiences and his reflections on the 
great changes in the world, that i’m sure 
many others would too. ‘Have you ever 
considered writing about your life?’  
i ask. He laughs, genuinely surprised, 
and shakes his head. He recalls a story 
from when he was a young lawyer. 
in the 1970s he was asked to write an 
article for the London Mining Journal 
about his work re-negotiating a foreign 
investment contract for the world’s 
largest copper mine in Papua new 
guinea, but his work duties did not 
permit him the time to write it. He told 
his boss, Professor goundry, about 
this predicament. Professor goundry 
told him: ‘You had better continue to 
do things that others may write about.’ 
Lallah turns to me and concludes:  
‘so i think it much better i continue  
to do things that others may want to 
write about.’

 Jennifer Robinson 
and Rajsoomer 
Lallah

 Jennifer and the 
Chagos Islanders

 Trou aux Biches, 
Mauritius



Perspectives on the recession
By hannah kuChler (2006)

As global leaders struggle to come to terms with a new type of financial crisis, 
many are turning to Balliol graduates to explain what caused the recession, ways 
to contain it, and how to create a more secure financial system for the future. 
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balliol alumna Yvette cooper (1987) 
has been assisting chancellor alistair 
darling with developing britain’s 
financial stimulus package, and 
refinancing the banks. another former 
student, boris Johnson (1983), has 
had to oversee the changing shape 
of the capital in his role as mayor of 
London. the square mile, once home 
to a thriving financial industry, is now 
suffering from the financial fallout, most 
recently as protesters stormed the city 
during the g20 meetings. but former 
balliol students have also been playing 
key roles outside politics – trying 
to understand the crisis as financial 
journalists, practitioners of executive 
education, and regulators. 

Hungry for explanations
over the last year, high street shops 
have been boarded up, house prices 
have fallen, and unemployment queues 
lengthened. these very visual signs 
of the crisis have ensured no one can 
any longer dismiss the economy as a 
dull construct with no influence on 
their everyday lives. instead, people 
are hungry for explanations and for 
predictions of what the future holds. 
rather than the obligatory rushed five 
minutes of company results slotted 
into the corner of news programmes, 
business and economic news is now 
taking over the airwaves. both the bbc’s 
business editor, robert Peston (1979), 
and economics editor, stephanie 
flanders (1987), are former balliol 
students, and they are attempting to 
explain clearly and accessibly the twists 
and turns in the market. 

Peston has been heralded as the face 
of the financial crisis after a series of 
scoops starting with the revelation, in 
august 2007, that northern rock was 
about to go under. His bestselling book, 
Who Runs Britain? (Hodder, 2008), 
aims to give the non-economist some 
perspective on the years building up to 
the crisis. since he joined the bbc from 
the Daily Telegraph, Peston’s blog has 
acquired a cult following, and he has 
even broken exclusives online, including 

his story that merger talks between 
Hbos and Lloyds tsb were at an 
advanced stage. 

stephanie flanders (see page 16) 
is also using new media to reach a 
wider audience with her popular 
economics blog, ‘stephanomics’. Her 
work on emerging financial crises 
at the us treasury from 1997–2001 
helped to prepare her for the role, but 
she explains how the recession has 
transformed her working life. ‘i’m 
much busier as there’s an enormous 
appetite for information…a few years 
ago people needed to understand, but 
now they want to understand. it’s very 
satisfying to play that role.’ 

financial journalists 
have come under fire for 
reporting news which 
could have hastened the fall 
of some banks. flanders 
defends her profession: ‘i 
think it’s a slippery slope, 
you can’t start keeping 
information out of the 
public domain because of 
fear of the consequences. 
there have been times 
in history, in a few isolated cases, 
where journalists needed to restrict 
information to protect lives. but when 
it comes to financial stories it is very 
much against the grain to say that 
people in the know in the city should 
protect themselves and that the public 
shouldn’t.’ 

as people take to the streets to 
protest, sometimes even violently 
attacking banks and bankers, 
flanders believes that though it is 
understandable that some people 
choose these obvious targets, they are 
not solely responsible. ‘there is an 
awful lot of blame to go round. the 
regulators and governments deserve 
just as much blame as bankers, as they 
created the environment in which 
bankers did what they did – that is, 
followed incentive – and gave far 
too much benefit of the doubt when 
assessing safety. and, of course, a lot of 
us borrowed a lot of money ourselves.’

The longer-term view
other balliol alumni are taking a 
longer-term view of informing people 
about the financial crisis. sir andrew 
Likierman (1962) is dean of the 
London business school, where he is 
working on projects to monitor the 
success of executive education. ‘as a 
business school, we are adapting all 
the time to changing circumstances,’ 

he explains. Likierman believes 
that executive education must keep 
changing in order to meet new 
challenges – both during economic 
booms, for example with the recent 
rise of china and india as economic 
powers, and during financial crises. He 
stresses the need not only for advanced 
education for those who are planning 
careers in finance, but also for a basic 
financial education for everyone, 
which could be delivered in schools.

as well as his position in education, 
Likierman sits on the board of barclays 
bank, where he believes his role has 
changed dramatically. ‘Last year we 
had 23 additional board meetings, on 

top of eight regular ones, 
so life is a lot busier. but 
also the issues surrounding 
being a non-executive 
director of a bank have 
changed pretty radically.’

while the domestic 
political agenda forces 
many legislators to 
prioritize stimulating 
national economies, 
sometimes at the expense 

of those further from home, the 
international financial organizations 
are struggling to protect developing 
countries from the loss of trade. nikola 
spatafora (1988) is a senior economist 
at the international monetary fund in 
washington dc. He has spent most 
of his ten years there examining the 
economies of developing countries. 
although developing countries were 
insulated from the spread of sub-prime 
mortgages because their financial 
systems are less developed, they are 
already feeling the effects of the fall  
in trade. 

western politicians may be 
agreed on the increased need for 
regulation, but spatafora advocates 
a more liberalized banking system 
for developing countries. He has 
studied structural financial reforms 
in developing economies in the 
last thirty years and believes that 
economic outcomes are superior 
when these controls are removed. 
more freely available credit can enable 
households to borrow when times 
are tough, and save effectively during 
economic booms. 

despite their best efforts, none of 
the former balliol students to whom 
i spoke was optimistic that people 
would learn the lessons of the current 
crisis. flanders puts it succinctly: 
‘the lessons will all be forgotten by 
the time it happens again. the crucial 
point is that when everyone else is 
excited and the economy is strong 
is when you should be most careful 
about what you’re doing. warren 
buffet has a line, “You should be 
fearful when others are greedy, and 
greedy when others are fearful”.’
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‘The regulators 

and governments 

deserve just as 

much blame as 

bankers.’
Stephanie Flanders

 Stephanie 
Flanders
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Travels on 
sabbatical

By andrew graham 

Early 2009 saw Andrew and Peggotty Graham  
once again ‘on the road’. 

we started in sydney with a reception 
at the Lowy institute, thanks to 
michael fullilove (1997).

we were then treated to a superb 
lunch by James fairfax (1952) at 
retford Park, and had a stimulating 
dinner in sydney with Paul Keating 
(ex Prime minister). John wylie 
(1983) hosted an excellent lunch in 
melbourne with a small number of 
old members. He and his wife myriam 
took us to the australian open tennis 
and we were ‘wowed’ with a superb 
display by roger federer. in addition 
to all this generosity with his time, 
John wylie has made an exceptional 
gift of $550,000 to be added to the 
endowment. we are very, very grateful.

one of the results of travelling has 
been to make me wonder how we 
can increase this sense of balliol as an 
international community of friends 
while we simultaneously reduce our 
collective carbon footprint. i was 
therefore particularly grateful to Hugh 

bradlow (1974) in melbourne who 
kindly demonstrated to us the new 
‘tele-immersive’ experience with 
which telstra is experimenting. skype 
has reduced ‘distance’ immeasurably 
for family and friends, but the 
technology we saw at telstra is a 
dramatic step up in the virtual reality 
of teleconferencing for large groups, 
especially relevant, perhaps, to a 
college like balliol with its extensive 
international network of old 
members.

then it was on to singapore and 
another drinks and buffet supper 
reception at the tower club thanks to 
arjuna mahendran (1978) and with 
Jim rogers (1964), who has recently 
moved to singapore with his family, 
as speaker. Jim treated us to both 
interesting and provocative remarks 

about the gloomy state of the world 
economy. as i write, the mens 1st 
Viii have just taken possession of a 
new Empacher shell entirely thanks to 
Jim’s continuing generosity (as well as 
giving generously to his scholarship 
fund). we are most grateful.

back home very briefly to the uK 
where we landed at 4.30am on the 
day the snow arrived. we were the 
first and possibly the last plane to 
land at Heathrow that day, and with 
many subsequent flights delayed 
or cancelled there was a frisson 
of anxiety. we were due to fly the 
following saturday to cape town with 
barely ten hours between landing and 
a balliol gathering at the british High 
commissioner’s residence, courtesy 
of the rt. Hon Paul boateng and Janet 
boateng. we made it and around forty 

 Australia: Lunch 
at Retford Park 
(Peggotty Graham, 
Allen Robinson, James 
Fairfax, Andrew 
Graham, Ray Hansen)

 Andrew Graham at 
the Lowy Institute in 
Sydney with Old 
Members who have 
been Presidents of the 
JCR and MCR (from 
left Peter Pockley,  
JCR 1960-1; John 
Pickhaver, MCR 
2002-3; Paul 
Crittenden, MCR; 
Andrew Graham; 
Tony Abrahams, 
MCR 1998; Julian 
Miller, JCR 1959-60)

Peter Pockley (1958)



39i s s u e  n o . 1 5  J u L Y  2 0 0 9

of us enjoyed a wonderful summer’s 
evening in the residency gardens 
on the edge of table mountain. 
one of those present was ernst von 
weyhausen (1977), and we are very 
grateful to him for his decision to 
make an ongoing set of generous gifts 
to a fund that supports conservation 
– an especially suitable goal in current 
circumstances. 

next stop was Johannesburg, a 
lecture at witwatersrand university, 
and a most warm welcome from 
Loyiso nongxa (1978), Vice 
chancellor of wits. He hosted an 

 South Africa: 
Paul Boateng and 
Mark Orkin

 South Africa: dinner 
at Witwatersrand 
University hosted by  
the Vice Chancellor, 
Loyiso Nongxa

excellent dinner for Johannesburg-
based balliol alumni and senior 
members of the university, which saw 
discussion continuing well after the 
coffee. 

of course not all my sabbatical 
has been spent ‘on the road’, and 
not all my recent travels as master 
have been while on sabbatical. Just 
in the last year i was in Los angeles, 
washington, new York, and Prague 
in the spring, and then in the 
autumn in Hong Kong and new 
York – and, of course, London rather 
often! attendance at both home and 

overseas events seems to grow and 
grow, and the sense that this brings 
of the engagement of ‘wider’ balliol 
is enormously encouraging and 
energizing. my thanks to you all for 
your enthusiastic support. 

for all of these events the 
development office bears the greatest 
burden of organization. they do a 
tremendous job, and both Peggotty 
and i are immensely grateful for all 
their work (and especially that of 
Janet Hazelton) to make everything, 
but especially our travels abroad, run 
so smoothly.

 South Africa:  
Andrew Graham,  
Ernst von Weyhausen, 
and Daria von 
Weyhausen



f L o r e a t  d o m u s  b a L L i o L  c o L L e g e  n e w s40

there are further opportunities for 
any old member returning to oxford 
– for example, for forthcoming gaudies 
or the balliol society weekend – to 
hear directly from the master about 
the campaign. However, with regular 
numbers of over two hundred for 
alumni events and a lecture theatre that 
holds, at most, seventy-five, it becomes 
rapidly obvious why one of the major 
needs that we have identified is an 
auditorium-cum-academic centre on 
the main site large enough to hold the 
relevant audience! 

if you want to know more about this 
and the other targets for the campaign, 
come to one of the presentations 
or come and talk to us in oxford. 
alternatively there is a campaign 
brochure that the development office 
will be delighted to send to you. email: 
development.office@balliol.ox.ac.uk. 
telephone: +44 (0)1865 277691. 

Generous support for  
the campaign
we are very grateful to the hundreds of 
contributors who have made donations 
to the college over the past year (their 
names are listed on pages 44–7). these 
donors live all over the world: it is worth 
noting that balliol has old members  
in 115 countries. not only does every 
gift add up, but this widespread sense  
of participation encourages others.  
our thanks to you all. 

some of the largest gifts to balliol’s 
campaign have been towards our 
endowment, which presently stands at 
around £60 million, with notable gifts 
towards fellowships and scholarships, 
as well as to our general endowment. 
all of this helps to underpin the 
college’s primary educational 
activities. unrestricted endowment 
gifts are especially helpful as they give 
us maximum flexibility to use the 

Balliol’s 750th anniversary 
and beyond – excellent 
progress in a difficult year
Last year’s edition of Floreat Domus included an article 
(pages 52–3) about our ‘750th anniversary and beyond’ 
campaign. This aims to raise at least £30 million (and 
to double the number of people giving to Balliol) by the 
end of 2013. The Balliol campaign runs in parallel with 
the University of Oxford’s campaign, ‘Oxford Thinking’, 
which seeks to raise at least £1.25 billion. All donations 
to Balliol during this period are included in the sums 
raised towards the University’s target.

we are delighted to report that, since 
last august, a further £3 million 
has been raised in gifts and pledges, 
bringing the total sum secured to date 
to £14 million – nearly half our target. 
this is a significant achievement, 
especially given the very difficult 
economic conditions in which we 
all presently find ourselves, and it is 

a testament to the strong feeling of 
support for the college which exists 
among our old members and other 
benefactors.

Spreading the word
during the past year, and particularly 
during the master’s sabbatical in Hilary 
term, andrew and Peggotty graham 
have been visiting old members 
around the world, with alumni events 
taking place in new York, Hong Kong, 
sydney, melbourne, and singapore 
(see pages 38–9). during their travels, 
the master presented plans for the 
future and the aims and objectives of 
the present campaign. both he and 
Peggotty continue to be tremendously 
impressed both by the warmth of  
old members towards the college  
and the level of interest in our plans.

fundraising news

Balliol’s 750th 
anniversary and beyond

Legacies 
to Balliol

Benefactors 
to Balliol

The Balogh-Streeten 
Fund
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income in the best possible way as 
circumstances change. Particularly 
generous pledges to balliol’s general 
endowment over the past year have 
come from Phillip gordon (1965), 
gareth Pearce (1972), and John wylie 
(1983) and myriam wylie.

we have also received substantial 
pledges over the past year towards 

the endowment of classics from 
camilla bingham (1988) and nick 
delfas (1990), and a grant from the  
a g Leventis foundation in support 
of scholarships in classics. Jim rogers 
(1964) has made further generous 
gifts to the James beeland rogers Jr 
endowment fund, which provides 
financial bursaries for students.

Historic Collections 
Centre

It is fitting that one of the projects with 
which Balliol has chosen to mark its 
750th anniversary is the creation of a 
Historic Collections Centre. Housed in  
St Cross Church, next to Holywell Manor, 
the Centre will be home to the College’s 
outstanding holdings of medieval 
manuscripts, early and rare printed 
books, archives, and modern papers 
(including literary, scientific, and political 
papers). Our aim is to make these 
collections fully accessible to students, 
academics, and other interested readers 
from Britain and across the world.

As one of the three oldest colleges in 
Oxford, Balliol has acquired unique and 
remarkable holdings over the centuries. 
Our collection of more than 400 medieval 
manuscripts is of international significance; 
at its heart is the library given by William 
Gray (c.1414–78), described by the 
eminent scholar R W Hunt as ‘by far the 
finest, as well as the largest, private 
collection to survive in England from the 
Middle Ages’. Our later holdings include 
manuscripts by Matthew Arnold, Algernon 
Charles Swinburne, Robert Browning (we 
have the largest collection in the world of 
his poetic manuscripts), Arthur Hugh 
Clough, and Gerard Manley Hopkins, all  
of whom were members of the College; 
and extensive material by, or concerning, 
Benjamin Jowett, Florence Nightingale,  
T H Green, Arnold Toynbee, Harold 
Nicholson, Lord Balogh, and many other 
writers and public figures.

The plan is to conserve the fabric of the 
building, to install glass-fronted bookcases 
in the Nave, to create environmentally 
controlled archive storage in the north and 
south aisles in the form of self-contained 
units clad in oak panelling, and to provide 
a working space for readers (and an 
exhibition area) in the Nave.

Since the article about this project in 
Floreat Domus last year and the generous 
support of the Shirley Foundation, a further 
£800,000 has been secured – making a 

total of £1.8 million towards the target 
of £3.3 million. Furthermore, a 999-year 
lease has been signed, and the project 
has received both Listed Building 
Consent and full Planning Permission. 
The initiative is being masterminded by 
the Senior Fellow, John Jones, and we 
thank him warmly for his hard work.

Gifts and pledges to the Centre 
have been received from contributors 
including Sir Henry Brooke (1957), 
Martin Foley (1951), Jon Moynihan 
(1967), Neil Record (1972) and  
Julie Record, and Mark Storey (1981).  
We are actively seeking the help of 
further benefactors, including a number 
of trusts and foundations, to help us 
complete the project as soon as we can.

 St Cross Church: from 
the Chancel arch down 
the Nave with the west 
door behind curtains on 
the left, and the north 
aisle, which will be filled 
with rolling shelving, 
behind the pillars

 MS 383 Octovien de 
Saint Gelais, translation 
into French of Ovid’s 
Heroides 1490–1503

The Annual Fund
a key goal of the college’s campaign 
for its 750th anniversary is to have 
the continued – and hopefully 
increased – support for balliol’s 
annual fund from old members 
and other donors. Launched at 
the end of 1999, the annual fund 
is regarded as one of the most 
successful in oxford, and over 
£4.5 million has been raised so far. 
the money is spent straight away, 
on projects that directly benefit 
current undergraduate and graduate 
students. the impact of donors’ gifts 
can therefore be felt immediately. 

thus, over the past year we 
have been able to award more 
scholarships and bursaries than 
ever before to students in financial 
need. we have also improved our 
it infrastructure and facilities for 
students’ use (including upgrading 
the entire computer network in 
college), given 75 per cent of 
all undergraduates specialized 
or additional tuition beyond 
standard provision, enhanced 
student accommodation (including 
refurbishing the entirety of the 
dellal building), and provided 
around £100,000 in support to the 
Jcr, mcr, and college societies.

Balliol  
College
The 750th 
anniversary 
and beyond



f L o r e a t  d o m u s  b a L L i o L  c o L L e g e  n e w s42

Balliol Campaign Board

Co-chairs
John Colenutt (1981)
Nicola Horlick (1979)

Members
Cyrus Ardalan (1972)
Camilla Bingham (1988)
Nick Delfas (1990)
Michael Freeman (1969)
Robert Guest (1978)
Jonathan Macdonald (1980)
Gareth Pearce (1972)
Nick Prettejohn (1978)
Khaled Saïd (1993)
Mark Storey (1981)
Matthew Westerman (1983)

Balliol US Campaign Board

Chair
Ben Heineman (1965)

Vice-chair
Donald Gogel (1971)

Members
Bowman Cutter (1964)
Phillip Gordon (1965)
Larry Grafstein (1982)
David Grais (1973)
Tom Hirschfeld (1984)
Matthew Nimetz (1960)
Brian Rance (1981)
Ed Rosen (1972)
Senator Paul Sarbanes (1954)
Dov Seidman (1987)
Professor Douglas Stone (1976)

1965-1967 Gaudy Committee

Chair
Gordon Johns (1966)

Members
Paul Brown (1967)
Sir Michael Burton (1965)
Ian Glick (1966)
John Green (1965)
Stuart Murray (1967)

1978-1980 Gaudy Committee

Co-chairs
Ian Harnett (1979)
Catherine Roe (1980)

Members
Rod Batchelor (1979)
Jonathan Beveridge (1978)
Mike Davies (1979)
Bennett Freeman (1979)
Felicity Hunt (1980)
Stephen Maher (1980)
Edward McCabe (1978)

balliol’s gaudy campaigns have 
continued to prove very successful 
in encouraging old members to 
contribute to the college, sometimes 
for the first time. this year, the 1965–
1967 gaudy committee, chaired 
by gordon Johns (1966), has raised 
over £145,000 in gifts and pledges for 
the annual fund. we should like to 
congratulate the committee warmly 
on this achievement in these difficult 
economic times. the other gaudy 
campaign in 2009 is for the 1978–
1980 years who had their gaudy this 
summer, under the co-chairmanship 
of ian Harnett (1979) and catherine 
roe (1980).

Bequests
during the last year, we have been 
notified of a number of legacies to the 
college, including from the estates 
of david barus (1949), Peter eden 
(1949), and Peter frankenburg (1937). 
for all these we are most grateful.

The campaign goals for 
the 750th anniversary 
and beyond
by raising at least £30 million 
during the campaign – for 
endowment, the annual fund, 
and for capital (building) projects 
– balliol aims to:
• recruit and retain the 

best academics, securing 
permanently all its tutorial 
fellowships.

• provide increased levels 
of funding, in the form of 
scholarships and bursaries,  
for students.

• give career opportunities to 
young academics, especially 
by providing Junior research 
fellowships.

• offer an exceptional student 
experience, particularly by 
supporting extra-curricular 
activities.

• conserve and make accessible 
our cultural and architectural 
heritage.

• create a building in the garden 
Quad designed to provide a 
flexible public space, including 
an auditorium for lectures, 
teaching, discussion and 
debate, concerts, and other 
performances.

More information about Balliol’s 
‘750th anniversary and beyond’ 
campaign: http://bdevoff.balliol.
ox.ac.uk/support/campaign.asp

Our volunteer boards
we are particularly grateful to the 
balliol campaign board, co-chaired 
by nicola Horlick (1979) and 
John colenutt (1981), for all its 
help this year. we also welcome 
new members to the board: cyrus 
ardalan (1972), camilla bingham 
(1988), and Khaled saïd (1993).

in the usa, ben Heineman 
(1965) has kindly agreed to chair the 
us campaign board, with donald 
gogel (1971) agreeing to be a Vice-
chair. charles baillie (1989) and 
suzanne baillie (1989) left the us 
board last year, due to relocating to 
the uK. we thank them warmly for 
all their help.

without the support and advice 
of these two boards, together with 
the gaudy committees who help us 
each year, we would not have reached 
the figure of over £14 million raised 
to date in gifts and pledges (since 
2006/07) towards the campaign.

in addition, the college benefits 
in a variety of ways from the 
commitment and involvement of 
a host of other old members and 
friends – sometimes as members of 
committees, including the college 
trustees, or on an individual basis. 
all such help is greatly valued by  
us all.

 Gordon Johns

 Guests at the 
1965–1967 Gaudy
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Legacies  
to Balliol: 
an enduring 
tradition
since its foundation, almost 750 
years ago, bequests have played 
a key part in shaping balliol, and 
they continue to do so. Legacies 
have helped to endow fellowships, 
to create scholarships, to purchase 
books and other materials for the 
Library, to construct buildings, and 
to support a host of other activities. 
such enduring gifts include the 
bequest of John snell: since 1699 
balliol has welcomed some of the 
brightest students from glasgow 
university as snell exhibitioners, 
the most famous of whom is 
undoubtedly adam smith, author 
of The Wealth of Nations.

there are now over 200 old 
members and other friends of the 
college, aged between 28 and 98, 
who have told us that they have 
chosen to support balliol in this 
way. Just over 10 per cent of these 
individuals live in north america, 
with the majority of the remainder 
being in the uK. most have already 
made a gift to the college during 
their lifetimes, and several are 
regular donors to the annual fund 
and other projects. it is, of course, 
marvellous to have this body of 
support; however, the figure of 
200 represents only around 2.5 
per cent of all our old members. 
we would like, if we can, to triple 
this number during the college’s 
present campaign, by encouraging 
all our alumni – young and old 
– as well as other supporters to 
include a bequest to balliol in  
their wills.

unrestricted bequests are the 
most welcome of all. they provide 
a permanent source of income 
to support balliol in whatever 
way is most appropriate as times 
change. some benefactors prefer 
their gift to be used in a particular 
way – for example, to endow 
fellowships, to provide financial 
support for students in the form 
of scholarships and bursaries, to 
maintain the college’s buildings 
and grounds, and to help the 
Library with acquisitions. we 
welcome all bequests of whatever 
kind. However, if you have specific 
goals in mind it is a good idea to 
contact the development office. 

The Greville Smith  
Society
as a way of thanking those – 
during their lifetimes – who have 
decided to include a bequest to 
balliol in their wills, the college 
has created the greville smith 
society. members of the society 
and their guests gather once a year 
for a convivial lunch in college, 
and it is an opportunity to meet 
informally with the master and 
fellow supporters of balliol. the 
society is named in honour of an 
old member of the college, Harold 
greville smith (1902–1974), who 
left one-fifth of his c$4,000,000 
estate for the benefit of balliol.

Discounted legal fees
manches LLP, a highly regarded 
law firm with offices in London, 
oxford, and reading, has agreed to 
offer discounted legal fees to old 
members and friends of balliol who 
wish to make or review their wills, 
regardless of whether a bequest to 
the college is included or not. for 
further information please contact:

mr tom gilman
Partner
manches LLP
9400 garsington road
oxford business Park
oxford
oX4 2Hn
email: tom.gilman@manches.com
telephone: +44 (0)1865 722106
fax: +44 (0)1865 201012
website: www.manches.com

Bernard Russell (1942)
Bernard Russell, member of the Greville Smith Society, comments: 
‘As someone who lived and worked in the USA for a number of 
years, I was particularly struck by the princely scale of charitable 
giving in that country. American colleges and universities are a 
prime beneficiary of that largesse, with their long-standing alumni 

tradition of “giving something back” to one’s Alma Mater.
Following the successful American model, fundraising 

has become a full-time Balliol activity under professional 
management. The Annual Fund, based on annual  
alumni donations, is one product of this activity, but  
is designed primarily to meet the current student  
needs. For the longer-term objective of building up  
the College endowment over time, and to ensure its 
financial independence, alumni bequests are another 
source of fundraising, as recognized by the 
establishment of the Greville Smith Society to 
encourage such bequests.

Balliol will soon be celebrating 750 years of 
existence. A former Master, reviewing this long  
history, has spoken of the “perennial corporate spirit 
of independence” which has characterized it. What 
better way of celebrating this anniversary than  

making a bequest to the College to maintain its  
future independence.’

 Greville Smith Society 
Lunch 2009

the value of bequests can be very 
significant to balliol. since 2006/07 
alone, for example, we have received 
£1.4 million in legacies. the college  
is very grateful for this support.
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Benefactors to Balliol

Professor donald 
russell

Hubert scholes
1940
Professor alan 

douglas
sir william  

dugdale
mark gore
John Lee
Keith stephens
John williams
1941
ian adams
John grant
colin Haines
tom Hughes- 

davies
James michelmore
Professor Leonard 

minkes
Hugh myers
emeritus Professor 

John Postgate
1942
bill ayers
sir charles Jessel bt
Joseph merz
david razzak
bernard russell
geoffrey thomas
1943
Leslie chown
michael innes
ralph sexton
John taylor

basil stein
sir Jack stewart-

clark bt
michael walker
richard wiley
1950
John alexander
richard baines
Professor barry  

cox
marvin durning
Peter eggington
Lord Hutton
Kenneth James
trevor Knight
Professor douglas 

macdowell
malcolm macinnes
michael rodmell
weland stone
christopher streat
1951
anthony bartlett
david boll
brian drake
John field
michael Hell
mr Justice James 

Hugessen
brian Knox
william macKenzie
roger marjoribanks
roland mason
david miller
Patrick o’Hea
colonel andrew 

remson Jr
Professor don  

sherburne
John smith
John snell
His Honour clive 

tayler Qc
barry taylor
James taylor
raymond wirth
stephen Younger
1952
Professor tom arie
Hugh barber
Professor michael 

bennett
Howard binns
Professor william 

carmichael
John claricoat
diarmid cross
michael crump
brian davidson
martin davies
noël ing
James Jensen
Professor ian  

macdonald
Jack mccoubrey
brian mitchell
bob moncreiff
sir geoffrey owen
colin simpson
alan spencer
david sylvester
Professor charles 

taylor
1953
robert baldwin
Henry bennett
Lord brooke of  

sutton mandeville 
in memory of  
richard snedden

thomas brown
andrew dakyns
george fayen
Peter Hood
richard Jackson
neville mcfarlane
James miller

the college gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the contributors listed 
here to balliol’s campaign, whose gifts were received between 1 may 2008 and 30 april 
2009. we have respected the wishes of those who have asked for their gifts to remain 
anonymous, and we thank them too for their support. we apologize for any omissions.

Annual Fund
1928
eric Phillips
1930
the earl of wemyss 

and march
1932
Professor samuel beer
1934
desmond gregory
tony Howard
1935
John bury
1936
sir charles gordon
Lord Healey
george Levack
nicolas myant
Peter reynell
1937
ashley raeburn
1938
John Hamilton
sir ronald mcintosh
Professor michael 

samuels
1939
the Very revd 

Professor robert 
barbour

Leonard Hamilton
His Honour  

dr John Lincoln
Peter Lloyd
Professor amyan 

macfadyen

emeritus Professor 
martyn webb

1944
edward gelles
david Hewitt
Professor Paul 

streeten
Professor george 

wolf
1945
Lord avebury
Professor James burns
robert clifford
douglas darcy
malcolm Hardwick
colin Houghton
Leon Kitchen
fraser murray
michael Pilch
martin Pinnell
Professor ivan roitt
irwin stein 

in honour of the 
master’s 10th  
anniversary

derek taylor  
thompson

trevor wilson
1946
douglas allison
william ash
chuck barber
Professor John  

blandy
evan cameron
John clunie

norman franklin
myles glover
Professor Harry 

goldsmith
adrian Hamilton
bruce Harris
ronald ireland
Philip mcguinness
gordon munro
John Phillips
the rt Hon the Lord 

rees-mogg
colonel the rt Hon 

the Viscount ridley
ronald siddons
the revd canon  

raymond walters
Professor ernst 

wangermann
1947
david benn
Paul buxton
John cashman
michael comer
donald craig
norman curry
Professor norman 

doenges
Professor griffith 

edwards
michael essayan
John nash
Professor eric  

sainsbury
the rt Hon  

the Lord taverne
Jasper tomlinson

1948
donald allen
Jim betterton
alan brooke turner
norman cowderoy
nigel dodd
david foster
Professor John fraser
robin Jessel
Kenneth matthews
Professor Kenneth 

mcrae
alan montefiore
John sands
Professor gerald 

scott
 the revd canon 

whittam
1949
Paul almond
Professor william 

barber
alan brown
the revd martin 

cressey
John davey
david dell
John dunbar
thomas espie
sir matthew farrer
emeritus Professor 

monty frey
the revd david 

gardner
Peter Higgins
Leonard Hunt
emeritus Professor 

John Legge
Jim Lindars
alan marchant
Lord mayhew
derek nightingale
neil rees
Professor melvin 

richter
warren rovetch
richard royston
Leslie russell
Professor alan  

ryder
Harold seaman

Professor roy  
morrison

francis nichols
Peter nobbs
robert oakeshott
brian Precious
Ken reich
gavin scott
stephen stamas
John stoker
1954
robin benson
david brooks
colin clements
eric crook
ray downing
Jeremy eyre
eliot Hawkins
sir colin imray
maurice Keen
denis Langton
John Lewis
John Littler
brian marshall
Leif mills
the revd John 

morris
senator Paul sarbanes
geoffrey slater
christopher white
Jeffry wickham
1955
nigel bacon
Professor baruch 

blumberg
denis cross
Professor Jack dennis
John Jones
david Killick
george mandel
alan mayhook
the Hon John sears
Hedrick smith
Professor Paul smith
Jeffrey stanyer
william wilkie
1956
Peter aitken
Professor sir george 

alberti
the Hon david bruce
gary christiansen
Professor oliver 

Johns
nigel may
Professor Ved mehta
michael mockridge
dennis samuel
Jeremy syers
tom ulrich
Professor michael 

warren
1957
John bazalgette
michael bell
gerald bevan
colin bound
iain brash
sir Henry brooke
iain buchan
Peter duffy
Paul friedman
Ken gee
alfred gunning
Professor emeritus 

Kenneth Hilborn
roger Jefferies
david Kingston
Patrick montague
robert morris
robin newson
Jeffery sherwin
Professor John- 

christopher 
spender

sir mathew thorpe
martin Vasey
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Paul Zador
1958
Jonathan allison
martin biggs
Professor anthony 

bryer
richard cann
John crow
Philip danby
Philip daubeney
rodney donaldson
Professor ian douglas
diarmaid douglas-

Hamilton
Peter evans
Professor alexander 

fetter
Jeremy gould
stewart Hawkins
Professor John  

Hillman
ray Jennings
J d f Jones
the revd Paul King
tony Lane
Henry Lloyd
Kerin Lloyd
sir bruce macPhail
donald marshall
dermot mcdermott
Peter Pockley
Peter Pugsley
david robson
Professor ainslie sheil
John smith
mark smith
Peter snow
david taylor
Peter usborne
ted whybrew
Peter willey
stephen winkworth
1959
andrew beith
mark bewsher
Peter buckman
terry cooper
dermot glynn
frederick Herlihy
Professor John Howie
david Hutton
christopher Jones
sir david Keene
Howard northam
richard robinson
donald shaw
colin wyman
1960
John besant-Jones
Professor derrick 

crothers
mike fox
david gordon
Professor Keith 

griffin
chris gutch
trevor Hanslip
John Kentleton
Hartley slater
the revd william 

sykes
Professor Lester 

thurow
Lawrence  

warwick-evans
1961
aslam aziz
abdulla bishara
richard carter
Professor des  

clark-walker
geoffrey clements
brian Hodgkinson
frederic Kreisler
Harry Lesser
James macmillan
richard morris

sir adam ridley
ray thorp
robert webb
1962
John adams
reid chambers
John cookson
Paul findlay
robert guy
martin Hammond
Professor alan  

Henrikson
Peter Hirst
sir Henry Hodge
alan James
chris Jelley
alan Jones
Professor sir andrew 

Likierman
anthony metcalfe
derek minor
Humphrey morison
mike morris
edward mortimer
richard Parker
Lord Patten
Philip spender
Jim townend
James tyler
gerry wright
1963
william arms
david chalmers
mohamad fazal
robin gilbert
richard Hall
ronald Hamowy
gordon Howie
robert irving
richard Lambert
roger Lewis
Professor sir neil 

maccormick
John nicoll
Professor michael 

Player
Paul swain
major general 

charles Vyvyan
1964
donald brand
the revd Hamish 

fullerton
sandy gray
Professor edwin 

Hartman
morton Kahan
tony Kahane
Julian Lewis
Professor david 

Lutzer
His excellency  

John macgregor
Howard marks
Paul Pressly
the Hon Jed rakoff
david taberner
charles thacker
1965
richard ashton
sir michael burton
Professor roger 

cashmore
emeritus Professor 

Paul crittenden
His excellency  

Lingston  
cumberbatch

Professor bill  
fishman

david fox
John green
John grimond
roy Hay
ben Heineman
Paul Joachim
geoff King

michael Levene
ian mertling-blake
Hubert murray
Professor stephen 

oppenheimer
alexander Pravda
richard raeburn
bill rawlinson
berel rodal
saleh tarin
1966
James aitken
James bayliss
ronald berenbeim
david bostock
charles brookes
John cook
ian copland
christopher currie
Professor Kenneth 

douglas
aidan foster-carter
ian glick
Jonathan green
captain bill griffin
Professor José Hierro
roger Holmes
simon Humphries
gordon Johns
eero Kaprio
Philip Kendall
ronald Knox
Philip minor
Julian schiff
1967
Peter bastow
Joel bernard
Paul brown
david gowan
christopher grayson
david Hooper
ian ibbotson
Jonathan Long
Professor Henry 

mcQuay
roy Pinkerton
anthony sheppard
John walters
frank waterland
charles white
sir alan wilkie
1968
robin ashton
nicholas burnett
andrew buxton
Professor terrell 

carver
michael crane
chris dunabin
edward eadie
miles emley
Professor James 

fawcett
david gartside
Professor david 

gowland
Peter Hutchinson
Philip Kay
david Keane
david Lowe
mark Lowe
alan macdermot
aldo maria mazio
david merrick
Peter Perinchief
Peter Pope
the Hon richard 

stearns
nicola tee
nigel thomas
1969
gordon alexander
tom brown
ian clark
Professor John 

cooper
ian davis

John dewhurst
michael donithorn
robert eales
derrick eden
Paul evans
ian gass
Peter gavan
sir Josslyn  

gore-booth bt
sir John Holmes
Kevin Honner
His Honour Judge 

Peter Jones
andy Lane
charles Lane
Philip Lemanski
robert Lucas
Lincoln seligman
michael stewart
1970
Hew balfour
Professor Jock  

brookfield
Professor russell 

davies
Logan delany
stephen dobson
Peter grebenik
eric Hanson
david Jones
edward Jones
Julian Lewis
John Lund
Peter misselbrook
richard salter
david Vernon-Jones
Paul Viita
mark whitlock 

blundell
1971
Jonathan cox
andrew craig
Professor Peter 

gilbert
robin illingworth
Professor Philip nord
the Hon timothy 

Palmer
robert Pear
the Hon Kurt 

schmoke
John scott
1972
tim allen
cyrus ardalan
John bowler
anthony chapman
anthony coombs
torgeir finsaas
martin fisher
richard grant
sanjeev gupta
Joe Hughes

John Kahn
Peter Lewy
Lennox  

mercurius-taylor
david osborne
gareth Pearce
neil record
Jens roesner
sam schulman
gary sibley
david simms
Peter stephens
1973
david benello
andrew burnham
nicholas demery
brian doctor
Professor chris  

Hendrickson
Lawrence Hutter
tim middleton
denis nowlan

neil stuart
the revd nigel 

warner
Laurence weeks
wing commander 

stephen west
Philip wood
James Yorke
douglas Young
1974
thomas barron
michael betterton
miles burgess
damian green mP
tim Hardy
Professor John  

Helliwell
rudi Kalveks
richard Pardy
sinclair stockman
giles Vardey
simon ward

1975
tim boardman
Paul edwards
eddie filus
alban gordon
edward gore
roger gray
stuart Jamieson
stephen moss
Julian Powe
david railton
John ralfe
Professor michael 

sandel
anthony teasdale
simon tesh
christopher turner
1976
Peter andrews
Professor eckart 

förster
andrew franklin

1938
John Hamilton
1947
Paul buxton
1949
John davey
1951
His Honour clive 

tayler Qc
1953
Lord brooke of  

sutton mandeville 
in memory of  
robert ogilvie

John carey
1956
sir roger tomkys
1957
anthony Hillier
Patrick montague
1958
christopher Long
alastair mack
Professor euan 

macphail
Jonathan scott
1960
robert wilson
1961
richard carter
1962
Paul findlay

Classics Fellowships Campaign
1963
robin gilbert
1966
terence macdonogh
Professor  

christopher Pelling
1968
miles emley
Lord marks
1969
tom brown
Peter gavan
1970
stephen dobson
1971
nigel rigby
1980
felicity Hunt
1981
Paul Jenkins
1982
rupert Holderness
Yolanda Holderness
bankim thanki
1983
Professor matthew 

bell
charles garland
1984
thomas Hirschfeld
1986
michael guy

1988
camilla bingham
adrian bird
1990
nick delfas
1991
william  

mcdonnell
1992
robert Keane
1994
Louise Hutton
edmund King
1998
benjamin Harding
Peter trotter
2000
ed Hatton
2001
amy sewell
2002
richard eschwege
Companies and 
foundations
a g Leventis  

foundation
s r m charitable 

trust
Anonymous  
supporters
4 anonymous  

supporters
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1976 (continued)
John galbraith
richard Hocking
isadore Jermyn
dimitri Kullmann
mark Lee
Professor simon Lee
guy Leech
James mcginley
James ogilvie
stephen shuttleworth
charles tannock
bill tonks
Hunt williams
tjalling Ypma
1977
Philip baker
James barker
Jonathan bayliss
Professor andrew 

black
david carter
Professor nick 

couldry
John dunleavy
nick fletcher
neil forsyth

anthony giles
richard gillis
the Hon Jonathan  

Hamberger
neil Johnston
neil macdonald
Jeremy mayhew
stephen minter
bernard o’Keeffe
simon orme
ian Pearson
andrew Pickin
david Pollack 

in honour of  
Peggotty graham

brian rigley
Professor Philip 

scowcroft
Howard shaw
chris start
Professor charles  

tanford
stuart urban
michael wainwright
martin walker
richard walker
rhodri williams

John winters
1978
witek biskupski
carter brandon
marty burn
andrew curry
tom david
robert guest
Harry Hamley
charles Hindson
richard Hooker
John iles
arjuna mahendran
ralph omar
nicholas  

Prettejohn
the rt Hon Lord  

reed
alistair stranack
Peter wetherall
michael wilcockson
1979
robin baynham
nicholas brann
robin cohen
rebecca colenutt

the Hon nancy-ann 
deParle

nigel Hall
ian Harnett
amanda Kent
Jost Leuschner
Professor Philip 

maini
elizabeth nisbet
Hilali noordeen
catherine ricks
the revd dr  

stephen spencer
1980
rupert aspey
andrew boucher
raji davenport
christopher gallop
gavin glover
sara Harnett
mark Hudson
felicity Hunt
ronald Lee
Jonathan macdonald
stephen maher
Paul mason
Professor bill mcneill

andrew morgan
adam shuttleworth
Professor duncan 

tate
1981
Professor arthur 

burns
John colenutt
Professor daniel esty
david foster
wayne Henderson
richard Howorth
matthew Lynn
glenn moramarco
andrew mosely
christian roby
Peter wiener
gordon willoughby
1982
richard blackford
Jeremy cohn
susan cooksley
Piers daubeney
robert fraser
Lucy goodhart
claire gruzelier
charles Hayes
rupert Holderness
Yolanda Holderness
cheryl Hunston
Professor Peter  

manning
andrew marshall
nick moakes
clare moriarty
Professor ian nabney
mitch Preston
Karen stokes
danny truell
dunstan Vavasour
1983
Paul berman
daniel cohen
charles conn
timothy davenport
charles garland
charles Hopkinson-

woolley
caroline Lewis
barney mayhew
sarah miller
toby miller
beverley robertson
david witty
fiona witty
neal wolin
1984
catherine adams
His excellency  

donald bobiash
Jonathan brooke
Jane crossley
nora cutcliffe
owen darbishire
anthony frieze
John gardner
william guttman
reyahn King
ronald Lehmann

Laurence mutkin
Yoshi nishio
alison roberts
catherine ruberry
Professor steven  

schneider
david shaw
simon stevens
martin thoma
amanda tilney-

bassett
george Vayakis
1985
charles brittain
Jonathan broomberg
adrian darbishire
ronald Harwood
Jason Hubert
geoffrey Klineberg
Halik Kochanski
John Lazar
richard Locke
daniel terkla
James warner
alain wolffe
tracey wolffe
1986
bronte adams
eleanor baker
gideon bierer
rhian bliss
clare brown
adam bruce
alasdair cross
adam duthie
John fleming
david france
gillian marshall
Professor david shaw
giles slinger
alastair wilkins
1987
Patrick blakesley
adam brown
stephanie flanders
Professor michele 

gamburd
carl garland
gregory Jones
Helen Kenny
Julian Knowles
andrew Lavender
bill Lipscomb
arthur moore
mitchell moss
Vicki reeve
stuart reynolds
chris tomlinson
Paul williams
michael woodley
1988
nolis arkoulakis
camilla bingham
Professor brian bix
georgia cerillo
Leonard cohen
HiH the crown  

Princess masako  
of Japan

Jane macKay
russ muirhead
James rattue
sarah seed
ralph walmsley
Julian wellesley
1989
charles baillie
suzanne baillie
adrian bradley
simon dradri
detlef gartner
gareth Johnston
Jane-frances Kelly
david Lewis
rory Pope
Justin scott
John taylor
1990
Penny falk
marc read
nicholas riley
Peter symons
1991
axel baeumler
tina bennett
mojo billington
Jeremy breaks
Helen buchanan
Lindy cameron
adam constable
alexander cooper
iain corby
mark falcon
christian gantz
eleanor gordon
chris Hardy
emma Hardy
tina Hene
John masters
andy morris
todd Peterson
theodore Platt
adam Zoia
1992
bettina banoun
benjamin dalby
Joseph Healey
simon Holloway
dan Leedham- 

green
Pei-Ji Liang
christian mehnert
darren nickerson
alfred oetker
oliver Pooley
rory stewart
Helen thomas
simon woods
1993
sam arie
mandy bazile
Jim crawfurd
michael dal bello
alasdair Hamblin
suresh Kanwar
nico momigliano
Khaled saïd

1931
Peter calvocoressi
1935
the revd george 

Hood
1936
sir charles gordon
1941
Hugh myers
1943
John taylor
1944
James ellery
1948
godfrey bullard
1951
roger marjoribanks
1952
brian davidson
Hugh roe
1956
the Hon david 

bruce

History Fellowships Campaign
1958
John cottrell
1962
euan sutherland
1963
John nicoll
1964
colonel michael 

craster
1965
martin cree
1966
richard allan
1967
Jonathan Long
Julian Le fanu
1968
chris dunabin
1969
fred west
1970
Hew balfour

1982
nick moakes
1984
gary gibbon
1985
Vaughan clark
1986
daniel talbot
michael guy
1988
Kit bingham
1989
Justin scott
1990
craig fraser
1996
Lucas green
1998
dan snow
Paul durban
2006
donald mackintosh
Other supporters 
of Balliol
Joan miller

1971
Professor Peter gilbert
1973
ian bell
1974
darien bernstein
Peter freeman
tony Pullinger
1975
eddie filus
major general simon 

mayall
1976
david Kogan
1977
Jeremy Kimber
1978
richard fisher
simon green
1980
stephen maher
1981
mark storey
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1938
Professor ivan  

roots
1940
John williams
1941
otto fisher
1946
John Phillips
1948
Professor Peter  

marshall
1951
martin foley
1952
david burditt
1953
donald rickerd
1955
alexander  

Hopkinson- 
woolley

His Honour Judge 
edward slinger

1956
malcolm fluendy
nicholas Hughes
1957
John bazalgette

Other projects
sir Henry brooke
robert sheehan
1958
Kerin Lloyd
donald marshall
John smith
1960
timothy ades
matthew nimetz
1961
John Jones
sir adam ridley
1962
Professor the Hon 

robin wilson
1963
John nicoll
major general 

charles Vyvyan
1964
bowman cutter
richard fildes
Professor robert 

munford
Jim rogers
1965
Professor anthony 

dugdale
Phillip gordon
ben Heineman

ian mertling- 
blake

michael orr
1966
Professor charles 

baden-fuller
1967
Jon moynihan
1968
Pedro Lluberes
Professor david ulph
1969
michael freeman
Paul futcher
the revd Professor 

alvaro ribeiro sJ
1970
Hew balfour
1971
donald gogel
chris Hardy
1972
tim allen
gareth Pearce
neil record
ed rosen
1973
david benello
1974
david critchley
Justin dowley

simon Hallett
1975
charles alexander
1976
James ogilvie
Professor douglas 

stone
1977
Professor charles  

geisst
ernst von weyhausen
1978
rod bunten
nick gillham
1979
the revd Professor 

michael banner
rebecca colenutt
ian Harnett
Jens Hills
nicola Horlick
mark robinson
1980
sara Harnett
1981
John colenutt
Professor frances 

Kirwan
brian rance
mark storey
1982
rupert Holderness

Yolanda  
Holderness

andrew Keyser
1983
ravindra chetty
douglas craig
Professor david 

ekserdjian
alexander morris
Professor richard 

susskind
matthew  

westerman
John wylie
1985
marcus smith
1987
Patrick blakesley
Julian mylchreest
1988
fiona mylchreest
shukri souri
1989
adrian Lewis
clare Lewis
1990
andrew  

aldwinckle
Laura Hoyano
1992
deepak  

ramachandran

1994
adam dixon
Louise Hutton
edmund King
1997
michael fullilove
1998
Prabhat malhotra
Peter trotter
2000
simon glassock
2001
amy sewell
2002
edward Knapp
Companies and 
foundations
a g Leventis  

foundation
dowley charitable 

trust
J f costopoulos  

foundation
Kohn foundation
m&c freeman  

charitable trust
nirman foundation
smart family  

foundation inc.
st cross church, 

Holywell
warburg Pincus

Philippa southern
thomas southern
alison spencer 

stephens
deb swinney
James windle
ewan withers
1994
neil Kennedy
andrea woodhouse
1995
becky ashton
richard ashton
georgina blair
maria blair
Leonie foong
barbara Jeffery
gerassimos  

Kalogiratos
carol mcQueen
fionn Pilbrow
saritha Pilbrow
douglas rogers
martin sandbu
richard sanderson
alan thein
1996
dan beary
chris becher
Lucas green
eleanor greenwood
Jason Herrick
ben Lynch
adrian mcgowan
1997
andrew chrisomalis
charlotte Leslie
cathryn marson
Jade newburn
the Hon robin 

walker
1998
richard collins
Paul durban
benjamin Harding
Piers Horne
emma Lindsay
Luke shepherd
Peter trotter

1999
Laura birch
Hana birks
Vicky Jones
Johan martens
gavin orde
edward swann
Harry westall
Paul williams
2000
adam brown
simon glassock 

in memory of  
Jill glassock

steve gledhill
Kristin Javaras
susanna mierau
Vincenzo rampulla
2001
christine cordon
william  

mulholland
amy sewell
alexa shipman
thomas 

wiktorowski-
schweitz

oliver wright
2002
sam brown
Valerie cooper
david cormode
Katherine Hill
John mallonee
2003
george grumbar
Justin Lewis-oakes
aaron macLean
david mcconkey
Pauline sliwa
edward stembridge
2004
James mackenzie 

smith
david robinson
rachael wagner
2005
Paul Kaliszewski
silas Xu

1931
irwin miller
1934
Professor graham 

Higman frs
1935
sir James colyer-

fergusson bt
1937
Peter frankenburg
1938
sinclair smith
1949
david barus
Other supporters 
of Balliol
Xenia miller
Professor Les woods

Legacies
Companies and 
foundations
arnold and mabel 

beckman  
foundation

astrazeneca
cedars foundation, 

inc
deutsche bank
goldman sachs & co.
gordon and betty 

moore foundation
Harry frank guggen-

heim foundation
Kent community 

foundation
the economist
the new York times
ubs warburg
Other supporters 
of Balliol
Professor Joel  

aberbach
Professor John  

burrow
richard collier
Professor Harry gray
ruth Hewetson
Judy Longworth
david mela
Joan miller
seamus Perry
Professor daniel 

rubenstein
Pamela smith-

stanleigh
nicola trott
david wallace
Hannah wallace
marion whalley 

in memory of  
Peter whalley  
(fellow 1981-2000)

tim wilson
marco Zhang
Anonymous  
supporters
102 anonymous  

supporters

Other supporters  
of Balliol
e windham-bellord
roger brock
martin burton
inbrahim and  

christine eltayeb
Professor steven 

Levitan
susan mcgill
Judith nedderman
Hilary ockendon
william Pang
seamus Perry
Julie record
dame stephanie  

shirley
sarah thomas
tim wilson
Professor richard 

wurtman
myriam wylie
samuel Yin
Anonymous  
supporters
5 anonymous  

supporters



Matthew Nimetz 
establishes the 
Balogh-Streeten
Fund

Balogh and Streeten
thomas balogh was a fellow of balliol 
from 1945 to 1973. adviser to Harold 
wilson in the 1960s and to governments 
around the world, he was a controversial 
and influential political economist. He 
came to england from Hungary in the 
1930s, and in 1968 became a member of 
the british House of Lords. in 2007, June 
morris published a biography entitled The 
Life and Times of Thomas Balogh: a Macaw 
Among Mandarins (sussex academic 
Press, 2007) – reviewed by sir ronald 
mcintosh (1938) in the 2008 Balliol College 
Annual Record. morris records how balogh 
asserted to his second wife: ‘if you are 
living in oxford you can’t do much better 
than belong to balliol.’

Paul streeten (1944) became a pupil 
of balogh’s when he came up to balliol 
as a mature student after war service. 
morris explains: ‘at first he found balogh a 
forbidding figure…they eventually became 
close and long-term friends. it was largely 
because of balogh’s support that streeten 
went on to become first a lecturer and 
then a fellow of balliol college. streeten 
made his points with clarity while balogh, 
wild and practical, encouraged his pupils 
through trial and error to cultivate their 
economic intuition.’

in the 1960s streeten worked at the new 
ministry of overseas development in the 
uK, before becoming warden of Queen 
elizabeth House in oxford. He has worked 
at the world bank and has been involved 
with the united nations development 
Programme’s Human development report 
and unesco’s world culture reports, 
as well as helping to set up and edit the 
journal World Development in 1972.

Professor streeten, now an Honorary 
fellow of balliol, says: ‘i was delighted to 
hear from my old student and friend matt 
nimetz that he was establishing a balogh-
streeten fund. How thomas would have 
enjoyed it! i remember matt as a student, 

Balliol is very grateful to Matthew Nimetz (1960) for his generous gift, 
which is to be used to create an endowment fund in honour of Lord Balogh 
and Professor Paul Streeten. The income will be used to support the funding 
of Balliol’s Fellowships in the fields of Politics, Philosophy, and Economics. 
It may also be used to provide graduate scholarships in Economics.

at a party at our house in Headington, 
many decades ago, looking out on the view, 
holding up his glass, and saying: “the life 
of a don must be marvellous.” the new 
fund will enable another don to enjoy 
that life.’ 

matthew nimetz was taught by both 
balogh and streeten and recalls: ‘they 
were very different in personality and 
orientation, but both were brilliant 
thinkers and exciting teachers; unlike some 
economists who are relatively narrow in 
their fields of interests, both balogh and 
streeten had deep knowledge about the 
world and broad ranges of interest.’ 

after balliol, nimetz was awarded 
an LL.b. from Harvard Law school in 
1965. since then he has worked both in 
government (in the Johnson and carter 
adminstrations and as a special envoy 
for President clinton) and in the private 
sector as a lawyer and as an investor. 
currently he is managing director of 
general atlantic LLc, a global private 
equity firm. He also serves as the personal 
representative of the un secretary-general 
in mediating between greece and the 
former Yugoslav republic of macedonia. 
nimetz has been active over the years as 
a trustee of williams college and central 
european university, founding chair of 
the world resources institute, a director 
of the nature conservancy in new 
York, and founding chair of the centre 
for democracy and reconciliation in 
southeastern europe.

nimetz, who serves on the balliol us 
campaign board, explains his wishes for 
the fund: ‘by naming the fund after balogh 
and streeten i was hopeful that others who 
studied with one or both of these great 
tutors might be inclined to contribute to 
this fund as well.’

If you would like to make a gift to the Balogh-
Streeten Fund please contact the Development 
Director, Alastair James (Tel: +44 (0)1865 
277691. Email: alastair.james@balliol.ox.ac.uk).

nimetz, who himself read PPe, believes 
that the present time of global economic 
crisis demands greater investment in the 
education of future economic policy-makers 
and leaders: ‘as i ponder the difficulties 
of economic development, dramatic shifts 
in global capital flows and trade, and the 
trouble our policy-makers are having 
dealing with income inequalities, financial 
collapse, and economic cycles, i think back 
on the basic learning i received from tom 
balogh and Paul streeten and believe it is all 
the more important that a new generation of 
thinkers about economics be educated at the 
highest level.’

By JaCqueline smith

Matthew Nimetz

Ram
sey &

 M
uspratt photographers
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Calendar  
of  events to 
July 2010

25–27 September 2009
‘Meeting Minds – An Equal 
Citizenship’: Oxford Alumni 
Weekend (Dinner at Balliol  
on 26 September)

3–4 October 2009
Balliol Society Weekend 
(Invitation enclosed with  
Floreat Domus. The 2002 
matriculation year is invited  
as College guests.)

19 November 2009
Usborne Dinner, London

The Annual 
General Meeting of  
the Balliol Society 
will be held on 
Sunday 4 October 
2009 at 9.30am in 
the JCR.

21 November 2009
Thirty Years of  Women at Balliol 
Lunch for matriculation years 
1979–1993

13 March 2010
Greville Smith Society Lunch

20 March 2010
Spring Gaudy (1988–1990 
matriculation years)

17 April 2010
Balliol North American Reunion 
Dinner: University Club, New York 
(Part of  the University’s Biennial 
North American Reunion)

Gaudies 
at Balliol
Gaudies provide an 
opportunity for Old Members 
and their partners to return to 
Balliol every ten years or so, 
to meet contemporaries and 
former Tutors and to enjoy 
dinner in Hall. 

attendance at gaudies has been 
growing, and partly because of this 
and partly also to ensure that the 
time period between gaudies does 
not extend beyond ten years, we 
are moving to a programme of two 
gaudies per year, one in spring (at 
the end of Hilary term, in march) 
and one in summer (at the end of 
trinity term, in June). 

to give old members as much 
notice as possible, we publish here 
the provisional schedule of gaudies 
up to 2017 (note that this may be 
subject to minor change).

15 May 2010
Thirty Years of  Women at Balliol 
Lunch for matriculation years 
1994–2008

26 June 2010
Summer Gaudy (1994–1996 
matriculation years)

3 July 2010
Balliol Family Day

A number of  other events are 
planned for 2009/10 and we will 
keep Old Members and other 
friends of  the College updated  
as these are confirmed.

Year Spring Gaudy Summer Gaudy

2010 1988–1990 1994–1996

2011 1991–1993 1997–1999

2012 1984–1986 1981–1983

2013 1971–1974 1954–1958

2014 1975–1977 1959–1963

2015 1964–1967 1968–1970

2016 1978–1980 1987–1989

2017 2000–2002 2003–2005
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A legacy to Balliol: the lasting gift 
of  education
Balliol was founded nearly 
750 years ago by John 
Balliol and his wife 
Dervorguilla, both of whom 
left legacies to the College 
in their Wills. Bequests 
have continued to shape  
the College, and have 
helped to provide a unique 
educational experience  
for many generations of 
students. You can be part  
of this tradition, and help 
students in the future enjoy 
everything that Balliol has 
to offer them.

a gift by will to balliol’s general 
educational activities could support  
so many areas of college life:
• tutorial fellowships are central 

to the educational experience at 
balliol. endowments for these posts 
ensure that students will continue 
to benefit from the tutorial 
method of teaching – a uniquely 
stimulating approach to learning.

• scholarships and bursaries attract 
the brightest students, and help 
undergraduates and graduates 
in financial need to pursue their 
studies and fulfil their academic 
potential.

• Junior research fellowships give 
young scholars the opportunity to 
embark on an academic career.

• the college’s Library provides 
outstanding resources for study  
and research.

• our flourishing clubs, societies, and 
sports teams make being at balliol 
such a rewarding experience. 

• the college’s buildings – 
including the Hall, chapel, and 
Holywell manor – and gardens 
provide a source of pleasure  
and interest to those who come  
to balliol.

If  you would like to know more, please contact Laura Bianco, Campaign Officer:

Balliol College, Broad Street, Oxford, OX1 3BJ

+44 (0)1865 277704 or laura.bianco@balliol.ox.ac.uk
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