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Balliol’s foundation is officially 1263, making it one of the oldest colleges of the University of Oxford. From the middle of the 19th century, Balliol 

was rebuilt by a succession of eminent architects: Waterhouse, Butterfield, Keen and Salvin. Other buildings around the College are a medley of 

styles from the 15th Century right through to the 20th Century.

Our location in the heart of the city of Oxford, makes us ideally situated for conferences, training courses and corporate hospitality. Oxford has an excellent public transport service making 

the College easily accessible by rail, coach and bus links to London and the rest of the UK as well as direct links to Birmingham and London international airports.

At Balliol, we are proud of our reputation for providing a high level of service and outstanding cuisine. We have an excellent team of domestic staff, all dedicated to giving you and your 

guests an enjoyable and memorable College experience. We also recognise that the success of your conference reflects on you and your organisation, so we ensure that we make you our 

first priority. Our dedicated conference and events team will liaise with you before, during and after the event to make sure that all your expectations are met. 

Conferences at Balliol College
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Accommodation at Balliol

The College has over 260 study bedrooms, split between the main Broad Street site and our Jowett Walk Building. All rooms have telephones, wired internet access, central heating and 

are comfortably furnished. Toiletries, towels and bedding are also provided in all bedrooms and these rooms are serviced daily. Ironing facilities are also available on request. We have one 

designated disabled access room, and additional ground floor rooms available for those with limited mobility.

At our Broad Street site there are 38 rooms with en suite facilities, and over 150 standard rooms all equipped with hand basins, and shared bathroom facilities. Tea and coffee making 

facilities can be made available in all of the bedrooms.

The Jowett Walk building, named after the former Master, Benjamin Jowett and completed in 1996, provides an additional 80 bedrooms. All of these rooms have en suite facilities, and 

overlook the College’s sports field; Jowett Walk is less than a ten-minute walk from the main site. For conferences residing here, meals are taken on the main site although there are 

kitchens available – one between seven rooms – and guests are welcome to use these facilities to make tea, coffee and light snacks.

We request guests to check in from 2pm, and check out by 10am. Early arrivals are normally available on request, but cannot be guaranteed. Luggage may be stored with the Porters Lodge 

before check in and after check out if necessary.
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Conference Rooms at Balliol

For conferences at Balliol College there are a variety of meeting rooms available, each one differing in size and layout. All meeting rooms can be equipped with a data projector, screen and 

flipcharts. Extra equipment can be organised with prior arrangement. Internet access and natural daylight is available in a majority of the meeting rooms. 

At the Broad Street site there are six meeting rooms seating from 6 to 80 delegates. The largest meeting room, Lecture Room 23, has disabled access and can seat up to 80 delegates 

theatre style. Alternatively this room can be set up in U shape, boardroom or cabaret style for fewer numbers. 

The Old Common Room is one of our most popular meeting rooms, decorated in classic style and overlooking the college gardens. As it is comprised of two rooms, the Dining Room can be 

set up boardroom style and the Ante Room can be used either for breaks and lunch or as an additional syndicate room.

At our Jowett Walk Building we also have four modern meeting rooms seating from 10 to 60 delegates. The Michael Pilch Studio can be used either by delegates for meetings or this room 

can be used for theatre productions. This room has excellent lighting facilities and a stage.
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Catering and Fine Dining at Balliol
Balliol College has an excellent reputation in Oxford for providing a first class dining experience.  Our award winning Chefs excel at providing extravagant banquets in the impressive Grand 

Hall, as well as small luncheon or dinner parties in one of our three private dining rooms.

The elegant Old Common Room is ideal for intimate parties of up to 22 people, with the adjoining Ante Room perfect for a welcome drink beforehand. These rooms also have beautiful 

views of the Fellows’ Garden where pre-dinner drinks can be enjoyed when the weather is fine. The Dining Room and Ante Room can also be combined for a larger drinks reception venue 

for up to 120 people before dinner in the Hall. For larger parties in the Hall, the Master’s Lodgings, comprising of Lounge and Dining Room, is available for drinks receptions at certain 

times of the year.

The wood panelled Senior Common Room, usually the preserve of the senior members of the College, can comfortably seat between 20 and 50 people for dining. The Lounge, located 

opposite the dining room and with view across the back quad, is ideal for pre-dinner drinks.

The impressive Grand Hall, one of the larger Oxford College dining halls, offers a traditional college dining experience surrounded by portraits of Masters and distinguished alumni, and has 

a maximum capacity of 226 people. The Hall boasts an impressive vaulted ceiling, stain glass windows and our magnificent pipe organ, which can be played upon entry to the Hall with 

prior arrangement.
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Finally, the College Bar – with its sporting photographs and College blades – provides an atmospheric setting for a relaxing drink in informal surroundings. In the warmer months an ice 

cold beer, glass of wine or a refreshing Pimms can be enjoyed outside at a table overlooking the back quad.

Balliol is noted for its fine gardens and in the summer months, receptions may be held on the extensive lawns with the proviso that another facility is booked at the same time in case of 

inclement weather.

We will ensure that your event is special and tailored to your requirements; we are happy to discuss any special requests you may have and are able to cater for most diets, including gluten 

free, vegans and dairy free.

Balliol College has so much to offer: superb cuisine, carefully selected wine list and spectacular rooms and grounds all combine to provide an event with a difference.
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Availability at Balliol

We welcome residential conferences during the College vacations – the exact dates vary from year to year but usually we can accommodate conferences during:

• First week in January

• Mid-March to mid-April

• Late June to end of September

• December

Small non-residential conferences and banqueting events in the Hall and our private dining rooms are available throughout the year.

Our committed conference and events team would be delighted to show you around the grounds and facilities of Balliol College, and provide more detailed information on 
availability.
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