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Dear Balliol Member

The strong bond between students, alumni and the College makes Balliol what it is today. 
Last year, as we celebrated the College’s long history and its many achievements, we 
also reached another remarkable milestone: Old Members collectively donated a record-
breaking £1 million to the 2012/13 Annual Fund. Such generous support will allow new 
generations of students to enjoy the same opportunities that we had. Thank you.

But by definition the Annual Fund needs on-going support. A gift from you benefits Balliol’s 
students directly and funds those things that make the College great. Your support will 
strengthen the tutorial system, which is at the heart of every Balliol education, and improve 
the facilities and activities that enrich students’ lives. It will ensure that no student will have 
to leave Balliol because of financial difficulties through the provision of bursaries and will 
help us to attract the most promising graduate students with scholarships.

Meeting Old Members around the globe and welcoming so many of you back to College 
last year has reminded me that we are part of Balliol not just for the short time that we 
study here, but for life. 

Please support the Balliol community by making a gift today.

Yours sincerely

Drummond Bone (1968)

From the Master
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During the Anniversary Weekend in September last year, Rebecca 
Colenutt (Law 1979) and Will Tummon (History 2011) met up 
to chat about their experiences of Balliol and the strong bond 
between current students and alumni.
Will: What did you enjoy most about 
your time at Balliol? 

Rebecca: Balliol was for me the entrance 
to another world. I come from a farming 
background and had hardly been outside 
Yorkshire when I came for interview. 
What I most enjoyed (once I got over 
the initial fear) was meeting people from 
different walks of life and experiencing a 

completely new culture. I also benefited 
from the tutorial system as back then I 
would never have dared to voice an opinion 
or read out an essay in a large group. 

Rebecca: And how are you getting on here?

Will: At the moment Finals are starting 
to hit home, but I’m managing to 
keep on top of it! It’s good to be back 

in College this year, since I no longer 
have to commute, and I can once again 
appreciate the pleasures of walking 
less than 100m for food and the bar. 
Overall, I’m very happy here.

Will: How would you describe your 
relationship to the College now?

Rebecca: I made lifelong friends at 
College and married a Balliol man. He 
has been involved with fundraising for 
the College for a number of years and 
our son is studying history there with 
you, Will. So my relationship to the 
College remains close even after 35 years. 
This 750th anniversary year has been 
particularly special. I have been to two 
contrasting events, the Commem Ball 
in June, and this celebration weekend. 
Both show Balliol at its best – the first 
a party on a fantastic scale, and the 
second an insight for alumni into the 
academic life of the College. I have also 
just been to the anniversary exhibition at 
St Cross, which brought home to me how 
privileged we are to have been at Balliol.

Rebecca: Do students feel linked in any 
way to previous Balliol generations?

Will: I definitely think so. We make an 
effort every year to build some kind of 
lasting family tree, with incoming Freshers 
becoming the ‘children’ of the first years. 
I believe this extends further though; 
this weekend, I have found it remarkably 
easy to strike up conversation with Old 
Members who matriculated fifty or sixty 
years ago, about how the College has 
changed during that time, and in some 
ways hasn’t changed at all. We also benefit 

from Old Members’ support, as the College 
has a compassionate approach to student 
hardship which wouldn’t be sustainable 
if it weren’t for a strong, empathetic 
relationship between Old and current 
members of the College.

Will: Why do you choose to support the 
Annual Fund? 

Rebecca: I was lucky enough to be at Balliol 
before tuition fees and loans. I got a full 
grant and back then it was enough to cover 
all my bills and spending money. Things 
are very different now. Although there 
are Government loans and grants, these 
combined are barely enough to live on. 
Students should be able to take advantage 
of all that Oxford offers. They should be 
able to buy the books they need, go to 
dinners to hear eminent speakers, join the 
Union, whatever it is that inspires them. 
The Annual Fund enables Balliol students to 
do that. I support it because I want Balliol 
students to have the same opportunities I 
did, whatever their background.

Rebecca: How has the Annual Fund 
helped you?

Will: The Junior Maintenance Grant made 
my second year affordable in terms of 
rent. Without this help from the Annual 
Fund, I would have been very anxious 
about my finances, which would have 
hampered my ability to concentrate on 
my studies – let alone fund a reasonably 
healthy and enjoyable lifestyle! I really 
don’t know if I could have done without 
it – which is why I wanted to thank 
you in person, and on behalf of all the 
students, for your amazing support.

A community of giving
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Ramtin Amin (2011), MCR President, DPhil in 
Information, Communication and the Social Sciences

“The Annual Fund is undoubtedly the MCR’s most crucial 
form of funding. Contributions support a myriad of events 
and services, ensuring we remain the most attractive choice 
for graduate study at Oxford. From providing vital support 
for a doctoral candidate to present their research at a major 
academic conference abroad to subsidizing the repair of facilities 
in our historical housing complex here at Holywell Manor, 
every donation has an impact on Balliol’s burgeoning graduate 
community of pioneering scholars and future global leaders.”

a month for four years funds 
a Hardship Bursary

What your gift will achieve
Nathalie Cooper (2011), History

“In my second year, I was fortunate to receive a Junior 
Maintenance Grant, which was a massive help and meant 
that during the winter I didn’t have to worry about electricity 
and heating bills on top of my rent. I have also received a 
travel grant, which allowed me to hitchhike to Morocco to 
raise money for charity as part of a project called The Hitch. 
Last year I took part in the telethon to encourage more Old 
Members to donate to the Annual Fund – I’m really grateful 
for your support.”

Alex Bartram (2011), JCR President, English

“The generosity of Old Members allows the JCR to thrive. 
Whether it’s events, welfare support, or renovations 
for students’ rooms, the help the student body receives 
from the College keeps Balliol JCR as one of the most 
welcoming and diverse common rooms in Oxford. All this 
is possible thanks to the continued support of alumni.”

Dr Seamus Perry, Massey Fellow in English

“The tutorial is a unique pedagogic invention because it takes 
as its starting point the human fact of conversation -- not the 
instruction of a lecture nor the discussion of a seminar (valued 
as both those properly are in Oxford as they are elsewhere). In 
a good tutorial, intellectual acquaintance grows out of a sense 
of shared interests and a common pleasure in the subject.”

pays for new kit for a 
Balliol sports team£150a month for four years 

funds a series of tutorials

£10

£50

£500 enables a graduate to attend 
an academic conference



Every gift of every size directly benefits Balliol’s students. 
Please show your support and make your gift today.

Giving online:
www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/giving
www.oxfordna.org/giving_how.htm 
(for US donors only)

Giving by mail:
Complete and return the enclosed gift form 
in the envelope provided

Giving by phone:
Call Josie Turner on +44 (0)1865 277 675

For more information, please contact:
Josie Turner, Balliol College
+44 (0)1865 277 675
josie.turner@balliol.ox.ac.uk
www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/giving

Making your gift to the Annual Fund

Balliol College is a registered charity 
in England and Wales (no. 1144032).

From time to time, income from 
the Annual Fund may be used to 
strengthen Balliol’s endowment.


